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I here arc no philters here, no magickc dust. 

1 o raise desire, and pander out for lust 

But if triumphant Vice o" th" looser age 

Commands to lists, and forces forth just Rage, 

The virgin Muse can then a Satyr turne, 

Her sprightly breast with nimble flames will burne : 

Rut such as still are pure, that know to bring 

All of the serpent forth besides the sting ; 

Keade here still most secure ; reade with a minde 

Free as his extacy ; as unconfin'd ; 

On you but understand, you'll finde it fraught 

With that can fill your soul, and grasp your thought , 

Whilst what from these diviner fountaines flowes. 

Makes your sport study, pleasure serious. 

J. F. , before Mcn-Miraclt>, 1656. 
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Nor praise is yet confined to its laws, 
Nor railing wants his proper dialect, 
Let thy detraction thy late life detect, 
And though they term all thy heat, forwardness, 
Thy solitude, self-pride, fasts, niggardness, 
And on this false supposal would infer 
They teach not others right themselves who err ; 
Yet as men to the adverse part do ply 
Those crooked things, which they would rectify, 
So would perchance to loose and wanton man 
Such vice avail more than their virtues can. 

Lord Herbert op Cher bury, 
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To the right Honorable Lord Henrie Wriothfley, 

Earle of South-hampton and Baron 

of Ttehfeeld. 

?Ngenuous honorable Lord, I know not 
what blinde cuftome methodicall anti- 
quity hath thruft vpon vs, to dedicate 
fuch books as we publifh, to one great man or 
other ; In which refpect, leaft anie man mould 
challenge thefe my papers as goods vncuftomd, 
and fo extend vppon them as forfeite to contempt, 
to the fcale of your excellent cenlure loe here I 
prefent them to bee feene and allowed. Prize 
them as high or as low as you lift : if you fet 
anie price on them, I hold my labor well fatisfide. 
Long haue I delired to approoue my wit vnto 
you. My reuerent duetifull thoughts (euen from 
their infancie) haue been retayners to your glorie. 
Now at laft I haue enforft an opportunitie to plead 
my deuoted minde. All that in this phantafticall 
Treatife I can promife, is fome realbnable conuey- 
ance of hiftorie, & varietie of mirth. By diuers 



6 THE EPISTLE 

of my good frends haue I been dealt with to 
employ my dul pen in this kinde, it being a 
c leane different vaine from other my former 
couries of writing. How wel or ill I haue done 
in it, I am ignorant : (the eye that fees round 
about it felfe, fees not into it felfe) : only your 
Honours applauding encouragement hath power 
to make mee arrogant. Incomprehenfible is the 
heigth of / your fpirit both in heroical refolution 
and matters of conceit. Vnrepriueably perifheth 
that booke whatfoeuer to waft paper, which on 
the diamond rocke of your iudgement difafterly 
chance th to be fhipwrackt. A dere louer and 
cherifher you are, as well of the louers of Poets, 
as of Poets them felues. Amongft their facred 
number I dare not afcribe my felfe, though now 
and then I fpeak Englifh : that fmal braine I haue, 
to no further vfe I conuert, faue to be kinde to 
my frends, and fatall to my enemies. A new 
brain, a new wit, a new ftile, a new foule will I 
get mee, to canonize your name to pofteritie, if 
in this my firft attempt I be not taxed of pre- 
emption. Of your gracious fauor I defpaire not, 
for I am not altogether Fames out-caft. This 
handfull of leaues I offer to your view, to the 
leaues on trees I compare, which as they cannot 
grow of themfelues except they haue fome 
branches or boughes to cleaue too, & with 



DBDICA TOR IE. j 

whofe iuice and fap they be euermore recreated 
& nourifht: fo except thefe vnpoliftit leaues of 
mine haue lome braunch of Nobititie whereon to 
depend and cleaue, and with the vigorous nutri- 
ment of whole authorized commendation they may 
be continually fofterd and refremt, neuer wil they 
grow to the worlds good liking, but forthwith 
fade and die on the firft houre of their birth. 
Your Lordfhip is the large fpreading branch of 
renown, from whence thefe my idle leaues feeke 
to deriue their whole nourifhing : it refteth you 
either fcornfully (hake them off, as worm-eaten 
& worthies, or in pity prelerue them and cherilh 
them, for lome title fummer frute you hope to 
finde amongft them. 

Tour Honors in all humble Jeruice t 

Tho. Nafhe. 




To the Gentlemen Readers. 
/~2Entlemen, in my abfence (through the Printers 
ouerfight, and my bad writing), in the leaues 
of C. and D. theje errours are ouer-Jlipt' : 

C. pag. 2. lin. 23- for fweating read fneaking. 
Pag. 3. li. 1. for hogges read barres. lin. 7. for 
Calipfus, read Rhsefus. P. 34. tin. 4 for Liue, read 
I liue. Pag. 5. li. 14. for vpon his read upon him 
his. P. 7. lin. 13. for drild read dyu'd, lin. 22. 
for colour) read collar nor his hat-band), 

D. Pag. 1. lin. 2. for blacke read cape. lin. 5. 
for faftens read thirleth. lin. 7. for badge read 
budge, lin. 8. for fhinne read chinne. lin. 11. for 
in this begun read thinking in. Pag. 3. lin. 33. 
for increafed then, read inclofed them. Pag. 5. 
lin. 8. for threed button, read breft like a thred 
bottom. Pag. 8. lin. 3. for EJTa read Ofla. lin. 4. 
for diflblution read defolation. lin. 13 betweene 
alfo and but, read If you know Chriftianitie, you 
know the fathers of the Church alfo. lin. 18. for 
quo cunque read qua gente. 

Other literal! faults there are which I omit. 

Yours T. N. 

* All conected in the places.— G. 




The Indu&ion to the dapper Mounfier 
Pages of the Court. 

flAllant Jquires, haue amongji you : at mumchance 
I meant not, for Jo I might ehaunce come to fhort 
commons^ but at nouus, noua, nouum, which is in 
Englijh, newes of the maker. A proper fellow Page 
of yours called Iacke Wilton by mee commends him 
vntoyou, and hath bequeathed for waft paper heere 
amongji you eertaine pages of his misfortunes. In 
any cafe keep them precioufty as a Priuie token of his 
good will towards you. If there bejome better than 
other, he craues you would honor them in their 
death Jo much, as to drie and kindle Tobacco with 
them : for a need hee permits you to wrap veluet 
pantofles in them aljo, fo they be not woe begone at 
the heeles, or weather-beaten like a blacke head with 
graye haires, or'mangie at the toes like an ape about 
the mouth. But as you hue good fellowjbip and 
ames ace, rather turne them to ftop mujlard-pots, 
than the Grocers Jbould haue one patch of them to 
wrap mace in : a ftrong hot coftly Jpice it is, which 

n. v, a 
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aboue all things hee hates. To ante vfe about meate 
or drinke put them too and /pare not , for they cannot 
doo their Countrey better feruice. Printers are 
madde whorejons, allow them Jome of them for 
napkins. loft a little nerer to the matter and the 
purpofe. Memorandum, euerie one of you after the 
perufing of this Pamphlet, is to prouide him a cafe 
of ponyards, that if you come in companie with anie 
man which /ftiall difpraife it orfpeake againft it, you 
may ftraight cry Sic refpondeo, and giue him the 
ftockado. It ftands not with your honors (I ajfure 
yee) to haue a Gentleman and a Page abufde in his 
abfence. Secondly, whereas you were wont to fweare 
men on a pantofle to bee true to your puijfaunt order, 
ycu fhall fweeare them on nothing but this Chronicle 
of the King of Pages hence-forward. Thirdly, it 
Jhalbe lawfull for anie whatfoeuer to play with falfe 
dice in a corner on the couer of this forejaid Afts and 
monuments. None of the fraternitie of the minorites 
fhall refuje it for a pawne in the times of famine 
and neceffttie. Euery Stationers ftalle they pajfe by 
whether by day or by night they fhall put off their 
hats too, and make a low leg, in regarde their grand 
printed Capitano is there entombd. It Jhalbe flat 
treafon for any of this fore-mentioned catalogue of the 
point truffers, once to name him within fortie foote 
of an ale-houfe. Marry the tauerne is honorable. 
Many fpeciall graue articles more had I to giue ycu 
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in charge, which your wif domes waiting together at 
the bottome of the great Chamber Jiaires, or fitting in 
a porch (your parlament houje) may better confider 
of than I can deliuer : onely let this fuffice for a taft 
to the text, &? a bit to pull on a good wit with, as 
a rajhtr on the coales is to pull on a cup of wine 
Heigh paffe, come aloft: euery man of you take your 
places, and heare Iacke Wilton tell his owne tale. 






THE 
VNFORTVNATE 

TRAVELLER. 

Bout that time that the terror of 
the world, and feauer quartan of 
the French, Henrie the eight, (the 
onely true fubiect of Chronicles) 
aduanced his ftandard againft the 
two hundred and fiftie towers of 
Turney and Turwin, and had the Emperour and 
all the nobility of Flanders, Holland, and Brabant 
as mercenarie attendants on his ful-iaild fortune, 
I Iacke Wilton* (a Gentleman at left) was a certame 
kinde of an appendix or page, belonging or ap- 
pertaining in or vnto the confines of the Englifh 
court, where what my credit was, a number of 
my creditors that I coofned can teilifie. Caelum 
petimus ftultitia, which of vs all is not a (inner. 
Be it knowen to as many as will paie monie 
inough to perufe my ftorie, that I followed the 
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campe or the court, or the court & the camp, 
when Turwin loft her maidenhead, & opened her 
gates to more than lane Troffe did. There did 
I (foft let me drinke before I goe anie further) 
raigne fole king of the cans and black iackes, 
prince of the pigmeis, countie palla[t]ine of cleane 
ftraw and prouant, and to conclude, Lord high 
regent of rafhers of the coles and red herring 
cobs. Paulo maiora canamus : well to the purpofe. 
What ftratagemicall a<5ts and monuments do you 
thinke an ingenious infant of my age might enaft? 
you will faie, it were fufficient if he flurre a die, 
pawne his matter to the vtmoft pennie, & minifter 
the oath on the pantoffle arteficially. Thefe are 
fignes of good education, I muft confefle, and 
arguments of In grace and vertue to proceed. Oh 
but Aliquid latet quod non patet, theres a farther 
path I muft trace: examples confirme : lift Lord- 
ings to my proceedinges. Whofoeuer is acquainted 
with the ftate of a campe, vnderftands that in it 
be many quarters, & yet not fo many as on 
London bridge. In thofe quarters are many 
companies : Much companie, much knauerie, as 
true as that olde adage, Much curtefie, much 
fubtiltie. Thofe companies, like a great deale of 
corne, doe yeeld fome chaffe : the corne, are cor- 
morants, the chaffe are good fellowes, which are 
quickly blowen to nothing, with bearing a light 
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hart in a light purfe. Amongft this chaflfe was 
I winnowing my wits to liue merrily, and by my 
troth fo I did : the prince could but command 
men fpend theyr bloud in his feruice, I coulde 
make them fpend all the monie they had for my 
pleafure. But pouerty in the end parts frends, 
though I was prince of their purfes, and exafted 
of my vnthrift fubiefts, as much liquid allegeance 
as anie keifar in the world could do, yet where 
it is not to be had the king muft loofe his right : 
want cannot be withftood, men can doe no more 
than they can doe : what remained then, but the 
foxes cafe muft help, when the lions fkin is out 
at the elbowes. 

There was a Lord in the campe, let him be a 
Lord of mifrule, if you wil, for he kept a plaine 
alehoufe without welt or gard of anie Iuibufh, 
and folde fyder and cheefe by pint and by pound 
to all that came, (at that verie name of fyder, I 
can but figh, there is fo much of it in renifh 
wine now a dayes), Wei, Tendit adjydera virtus^ 
thers great vertue belongs (I can tell you) in a cup 
of fyder, and verie good men haue folde it, and at 
fea, it is Aqua cctleftis, but thats neither heere nor 
there, if it had no other patrone but this peere 
of quart pots to authorize it, it were fufficient. 
This great Lorde, this worthie Lord, this noble 
Lord, thought no fcorne (Lord haue mercy vpon 
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vs) to haue his great veluet breeches larded with the 
droppings of this dainty liquor, & yet he was an 
olde feruitor, a cauelier of an / ancient houfe, as it 
might appeare by the armes of his anceftrie, drawen 
very amiably in chalke, on the in fide of his tent 
doore. 

He and no other was the man, I chofe out to 
damne with a lewd monylefle deuice : for comming 
to him on a daie, as he was counting his barrels, 
& fetting the price in chalke on the head of 
euerie one of them, I did my dutie verie deuoutly, 
and told his alie honor, I had matters of fome 
fecrecie to impart vnto him, if it pleafed him 
to grant me pnuate audience. With me young 
Wilton^ quoth he, marie and fhalt: bring vs a 
pint of Syder of a frefh tap into the three cups 
here, wafh the pot : fo into a backe roome he lead 
mee, where after hee had fpit on his finger, and 
picked off two or three moats of his olde moth 
eaten veluet cap, and fpunged and wrong all the 
rumatike driuell from his ill fauoured Goates beard, 
he badde me declare my mmde, and there vpon 
he dranke to me on the fame. I vp with a long 
circumftance, alias, a cunning fhift of the feuen- 
teenes, & difcourft vnto him what entire affedion 
I had borne him time out of mind, partly for the 
high difcent and linage from whence he fprung, 
& partly for the tender care and prouident refpeft 
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he had of poore foldiers, that whereas the vaftitie 
of that place (which afforded them no indifferent 
fupplie of drinke or of vi&uals) might humble 
them to fome extremity, and fo weaken their hands, 
he vouchfafed in his owne perfon to be a vidtualer 
to the campe (a rare example of magnificence & 
honorable curtefie) and diligently prouided, that 
without farre trauel, euery man might for Ms 
money haue Syder and cheefe his bellyfull, nor 
did he fell his cheefe by the way onely, or his 
Syder by the great, but abaft himfelfe with his 
owne hands to take a fhoomakers knife, (a homely 
inftrument for fuch a high perfonage to touch) 
and cut it out equally like a true iufticiarie, in little 
pennyworthes, that it would doo a man good for 
to looke vpon. So likewife of his Syder, the pore 
man might haue his moderate draught of it (as 
there is a moderation in all things) as well for his 
doit or his dandiprat, as the rich man for his halfe 
foufe or his denier. Not fo much, quoth I, but 
this tapfters linnen apron, which you weare before 
you, to proteft your apparell from the imper- 
fections of the fpigot, moft amply bewraies your 
/ lowly minde. I fpeake it with teares, too few 
fuch humble fpirited noble men haue we, that will 
draw drinke in linen aprons. Why you are euerie 
childs felow: any man that comes vnder the name 
of a fouldier and a good fellowe, you will fitte and 
n. v. 3 
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beare companie to the laft pot, yea, and you take 
in as good part the homely phrafe of mine hoft 
heeres to you, as if one faluted you by all the 
titles of your baronie. Thefe confiderations, I faie, 
which the world fuffers to flip by in the channell 
of carelefnes, haue moued me in ardent zeale of 
your welfare, to forewarne you of fome dangers 
that haue befet you & your barrels. At the name 
of dangers hee ftart vp, and bounft with his fift on 
the boord fo hard, that his Tapfter ouerhearing 
him, cried, anone anone fir, by and by, and came 
and made a low leg and afkt him what he lackt. 
Hee was readie to haue ftriken his Tapfter, for 
interrupting him in attention of this his fo much 
defired relation, but for feare of difpleafing me he 
moderated his furie, and onely fending him for the 
other frefh pint, wild him looke to the barre, and 
come when he is cald with a deuilles name. Well, 
at his earned importunitie, after I had moiftned 
my lips, to make my lie runne glib to his iourneis 
end, forward I went as followeth. It chaunced me 
the other night, amongft other pages, to attend 
where the king with his Lords, and many chiefe 
leaders, fate in counfel: there amongft fundrie ferious 
matters that were debated, and intelligences from 
the enemy giuen vp, it was priuily informed (no 
villains to thefe priuie informers) that you, euen 
you that I now fpeak to, had (O would I had no 
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tongue to tell the reft, by this drink it grieues mee 
fo I am not able to repeate it). No we was my 
drunken Lord redie to hang him felfe for the end 
of the ful point, and ouer my necke he throwes 
himfelfe verie lubberly, and intreated me as I was 
a proper young Gentleman, and euer lookt for 
pleafure at his hands, foone to rid him out of this 
hell of fufpence, & refolue him of the reft: then 
fell hee on his knees, wrong his handes, and I 
thinke on my confcience, wept out all the Syder 
that he had dronke in a weeke before : to moue me 
to haue pitie on him, he rofe and put his ruftic 
ring on my finger, gaue me his greafie purfe with 
that fingle money that was in it, promifed to make 
mee his heire, & a thoufand more fauours, if / 
I would expire the miferie of his vnfpeakable 
tormenting vncertaintie. I being by nature in- 
clined to Mercie (for indeed I knew two or three 
good wenches of that name) bad him harden his 
eares, & not make his eyes abortiue before their 
time, and he (hould haue the infide of my breft 
turned outward, heare fuch a tale as would tempt 
the vtmoft ftrength of life to attend it, and not 
die in the middeft of it. Why (quoth I) my felfe 
that am but a poore childifh wellwiller of yours, 
with the verie thought, that a man of your defert 
and ft ate, by a number of pefants and varlets 
(hould be fo iniurioufly abufed in hugger mugger. 
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haue wept all my vrine vpward. The wheele 
vnder our Citie bridge, carries not fo much water 
ouer the city, as my braine hath welled forth 
gufhing ftreames of forow: I haue wept fo im- 
moderatly and lauifhly, that I thought verily my 
palat had bin turned to piffing conduit in London. 
My eies haue bin dronk, outragioufly dronke, 
with giuing but ordinary entercourfe through 
their fea-circled Hands to my diftilling dreariment. 
What (hal I faie? that which malice hath fayde 
is the meere ouerthrow & murder of your daies. 
Change not your colour, none can (lander a cleere 
confcience to it felfe, receiue all your fraught of 
mif fortune in at once. 

It is buzzed in the king's head that you are 
a fecret friend to the enemy, & vnder pretence of 
getting a licenfe to furnifh the campe with fyder 
and fuch like prouant, you haue furnifht the 
enemy, and in emptie barrells fent letters of 
difcouerie, and corne innumerable. 

I might well haue left here, for by this time his 
white liuer had mixt itfelfe with the white of his 
eie, & both were turned vpwardes, as if they had 
offered themfelues a fayre white for death to fhoote 
at. The troth was, I was verie loth mine hofte 
and I fhould parte to heauen with dry lips : where- 
fore the beft means that I could imagine to wake 
him out of his traunce, was to crie loud in his eare, 



t- - 



THE VNFORTVNATE TRAVELLER. 2\ 

hough hoft, whats to pay? will no man looke to 
the reckning heere ? and in plaine veritie, it tooke 
expedted effeft, for with the noife hee ftarted and 
buftled, like a man that had beene fcard with fyre 
out of his fleepe, and ranne haftily to his Tapfter, 
and all to belaboured him about the eares, for 
letting Gentlemen call fo long, and not looke into 
them. / Prefently he remembred himfelfe, and had 
like to haue fallen into his memento again, but 
that I met him halfe waies, and aflct his Lordfhip 
what he meant to flip his necke out of the coller 
fo fodainly, and being reuiued, ftrike his tapfter fo 
raftily. 

Oh quoth he, I am bought & folde for doing 
my country fuch good feruice as I haue done. 
They are afraid of mee, becaufe my good deedes 
haue brought me into fuch eftimation with the 
communalty : I fee, I {ee it is not for the lambe to 
Hue with the wolfe. 

The world is well amended, thought I, with 
your Siderfhip, fuch another fortie yeeres nappe 
together as Epemenides had, would make you a 
perfeft wife man. Anfwere me, quoth he, my wife 
young fVilton, is it true that I am thus vnder- 
hand dead and buried by thefe bad tongues ? 

Nay, quoth I, you (hall pardon me, for I haue 
fpoken too much alreadie : no definitiue fentence 
of death fhall march out of my wel-meaning lips; 
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they haue but lately fuckt milke, and (hall they fo 
fodainly change theyr food and feeke after bloud ? 

Oh but, quoth he, a mans friend is his friend, 
fill the other pint Tapfter : what fayd the king? did 
hee beleeue it when hee heard it ? I pray thee fay ; 
I fweare to thee by my nobility, none in the worlde 
fhall euer be made priuie, that I receiued anie light 
of this matter from thee. 

That firme affiance, quoth I, had I in you before, 
or elfe I would neuer haue gone fo farre ouer the 
fhooes, to plucke you out of the mire. Not to 
make many words (fince you will needs know) the 
kinge faies flatly, you are a mifer & a fnudge, and 
he neuer hopt better of you. Nay then (quoth 
he) queftionlefle fome planet that loues not fyder 
hath confpired againft me. Moreouer which is 
worfe, the king hath vowed to giue Turwin one 
hot breakfaft, onely with the bungs that hee will 
plucke out of your barrells. I cannot ftaie at this 
time to reporte each circumftance that pafled, but 
the only counfell that my long cherifhed kinde 
inclination can poflibly contriue, is now in your 
olde daies to be liberall: fuch viftuals or prouifions 
as you haue, prefently diftribute it frankly amongft 
poore fouldiers; I would let them burft their bellies 
with fyder, and / bathe in it, before I would runne 
into my Princes ill opinion for a whole fea of it. 
The hunter purfuing the beauer for his ftones, hee 
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bites them off, and leaues them behinde for him 
to gather vp, whereby hee Hues quiet. If greedie 
hunters and hungry tel-tales purfue you, it is for 
a little pelfe which you haue; caft it behind you, 
negleft it, let them haue it, left it breed a further 
inconuenience. Credit my aduice, you fhall finde 
it propheticall; and thus I haue difcharged the 
parte of a poore friend. With fome few like 
phrafes of ceremonie, your honors fuppliant, & fo 
forth, and farewel my good youth, I thanke thee 
and will remember thee, we parted. 

But the next daie I t hi nice we had a dole of 
fyder, fyder in boules, in fcuppets, in helmets, & 
to conclude, if a man would haue fild his bootes 
full, there hee might haue had it; prouant thruft 
it felfe into poore fouldiers pockets whether they 
would or no. We made fiue peals of (hot into 
the towne together, of nothing but fpiggots and 
fauflets of difcarded emptie barrels : euerie vnder- 
foote fouldiour had a diftenanted tunne, as Diogenes 
had his tub to fleepe in. I my felfe got as many 
confifcated Tapfters aprons, as made me a Tent, 
as bigge as any ordinarie commanders in the field. 
But in conclusion, my welbeloued Baron of double 
beere got him humbly on his marybones to the 
king, and complained hee was olde and ftriken in 
yeres, and had nere an heire to caft at a dogge, 
wherefore if it might pleafe his maiefty to take 
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his lands into his hands, and allowe him fomc 
reafonable penfion to liue on, hee fhoulde bee 
meruailous wel pleafed : as for the warres, he was 
wearie of them, and yet as long as his highnes 
fhoulde venture his owne perfon, hee would not 
flinch a foot, but make his withered bodie a 
buckler, to beare ofF anie blow that ftiould be 
aduanced agaynft htm. 

The king meruailing at this ftrange alteration of 
his great marchant of fyder, (for fo hee woulde 
often pleafantly tearme him) with a little further 
talke bolted out the whole complotment. Then 
was I pittifully whipt for my holy day lie, although 
they made themfelues merrie with it many a faire 
winters euening after. 

Yet notwithftanding his good afle-headed honor, 
mine hoft / perfeuered in his former fimple requeft 
to the king to accept of the furrender of his landes, 
and allowe him a beadfmanry or out-brotherfhip 
of brachet, which at length, through his vehement 
inftancie tooke effeft, and the king ieaftingly fayd 
fince hee would needs haue it fo, he would diftrain 
on part of his land for impoft of fyder, which hee 
was behinde hande with him, and neuer payd. 

This was one of my famous atchieuements, 
infomuch as I neuer light vpon the like famous 
foole, but I haue done a thoufand better ieafts if 
they had bin bookt in order as they were begotten. 
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It is pittie pofteritie fhould bee depriued of fuch 
precious recordes, and yet there is no remedie, 
and yet there is to, for when all fayles, welfars 
a good memorie. Gentle readers (looke you be 
gentle now fince I haue cald you fo) as freely as 
my knauerie was mine owne, it (hall be yours to 
vfe in the way of honeftie. 

Euen in this expedition of Turwin (for the 
king ftoode not long thrumming of buttons there) 
it happened me fall out (I would it had fallen out 
otherwife for his fake) with an vgly mechanical 
Captaine. You muft thinke in an armie, where 
tronchios are in their ftate houfe, it is a flat ftab 
once to name a Captaine without cappe in hand. 
Well, fuppofe hee was a Captaine, & had nere a 
good cap of his owne, but I was faine to lend 
him one of my Lords caft veluet caps, and a 
weather-beaten feather, wherewith he threatned 
his fouldiers a farre off, as Iupiter is fayde, with 
the (haking of his haire to make heauen and earth 
to quake : fuppofe out of the paringes of a paire 
of falfe dice, I apparelled both him and my felfe 
many a time and oft : and furely not to (lander 
the deuill, if anie man euer deferued the golden 
dice, the king of the Parthians fent to Demetrius 
it was I: I had the right vaine of fucking vp a die 
twixt the dintes of my fingers; not a creuife in 
my hande but coulde fwallowe a quater trey for a 

n. v. 4 



26 THE VNFORTVNA TE TRA VELLER. 

neede : in the line of life many a dead lifte dyd 
there lurke, but it was nothing towards the main- 
tenance of a family. This Monfieur Capitano 
eate vp the creame of my earnings, and Crede mihi 
res eft ingeniqfa dare, any man is a fine fellow as 
long as he hath anie monie in his purfe. That 
monie is like the marigolde, which / opens and 
(huts with the Sunne; if fortune fmileth, or one be 
in fauour, it floweth : if the euening of age comes 
on, or he falleth into difgrace, it faieth, and is not 
to be found. I was my crafts matter though I 
was but yong, and could as (bone decline Nomina- 
tiuo hie afinus, as a greater clarke, wherefore I 
thought it not conuenient my Soldado fhould haue 
my purfe anie longer for his drumme to play 
vppon, but I would giue him Iacke drummes 
entertainment, and fend him packing. This was 
my plot: I knewe a peece of feruice of intelligence, 
which was prefently to bee done, that required a 
man with all his fiue fenfes to effeft it, and would 
ouerthrow anie foole that fhould vndertake it; to 
this feruice did I animate and egge my forefayd 
coftes and charges, alias, fenior veluet-cappe, whofe 
head was not encombered with too much forecaft, 
and comming to him in his cabbin about dinner 
time, where I found him verie deuoutly paring of 
his nailes for want of other repaft, I entertained 
him with this folemne oration. 
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Captaine, you perceiue how neere both of vs are 
driuen, the dice of late are growen as melancholy 
as a dog, high men and low men both profper 
alike, langrets, fullams, and all the whole fellow- 
(hippe of them will not affoord a man his dinner ; 
fome other means muft be inuented to preuent 
imminent extremitie. My ftate, you are not igno- 
rant, depends on trencher feruice, your aduance- 
ment muft be deriued from the valour of your 
arme. In the delay es of fiege, defert hardly gets a 
daye of hearing, tis gowns muft direft and guns 
enaft all the wars that is to bee made againft 
walls. Refteth no waie for you to climbe fodainly, 
but by doing fome ftraunge ftratageme, that the 
like hath not bene heard of heeretofore, and fitly 
at this inftant occafion is miniftred. 

There is a feat the king is defirous to haue 
wrought on fome great man of the enemies fide, 
marie it requireth not fo much refolution as dis- 
cretion to bring it to pafle, and yet refolution 
inough fhal be fhowen in it to, being fo full of 
hazardous ieopardy as it is: harke in your eare, thus 
it is. Without more drumbling or paufing, if you 
will vndertake it, and worke it through ftich (as 
you may ere the king hath determined which waie 
to go about it) I warrant you are made while you 
liue, you neede not care which waie your ftaffe 
falles ; if it pro je not fo, then cut off my head. 
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Oh my auditors, had you feene him how he 
ftretcht out his lims, fcratcht his fcabd elbowes 
at this fpeech, how hee fet his cap ouer his eie 
browes like a polititian, and then folded his armes 
one in another, & nodded with the head as who 
fhould faie, let the French be ware for they fhall 
find me a deuill: if I fay, you had feen but 
halfe the actions that he vfed of fhrucking vp his 
(houlders, fmiling fcornfully, playing with his 
fingers on his buttons, and biting the lip, you 
wold haue laught your face and your knees to- 
gether. The yron being hot, I thought to lay 
on loade, for in anie cafe I would not haue 
his humour coole. As before I layd open vnto 
him the briefe fumme of the feruice, fo now I 
began to vrge the honorablenefle of it, and what 
a rare thing it was to be a right polititian, how 
much efteemed of kings and princes, and how 
diuerfe of meane parentage haue come to be 
monarches by it. Then I difcourft of the quali- 
ties and properties of him in euerie refpeft, how 
lyke the wolfe he muft drawe the breath from 
a man before he be feen, how lyke a hare he 
muft fleepe with his eyes open, how as the Eagle 
in flying cafts duft in the eyes of crowes & other 
foules, for to blind them, fo he muft caft duft 
in the eies of his enimies, delude their fight by 
one meanes or other, y they diue not into his 
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fubtilties: how he muft be familiar with all & 
truft none, drinke caroufe, and lecher with him 
out of whom he hopes to wring anie matter, 
fweare and forfweare, rather than be fufpedted, 
and in a word, haue the art of diflembling at 
his fingers ends as perfeft as anie courtier. 

Perhaps (quoth I) you may haue fome few 
greafie cauelliers that will feeke to diflwade you 
from it, and they will not fticke to ftand on 
theyr three halfe pennie honour, fwearing and 
flaring that a man were better be an hangman 
than an intelligencer, and call him a fneaking eauf- 
dropper, a fcraping hedgecreeper, and a piperly 
pickthanke, but you muft not bee difcouraged 
by theyr talke ; for the moft part of thofe beggerly 
contemners of wit are huge burleybond butchers 
like Aiax y good for nothing but to ftrike right 
downe blowes on a wedge with a cleauing beetle, 
or ftande hammering all daie vppon barres/of 
yron. The whelpes of a Beare neuer grow but 
fleeping, and thefe beare-wards hauing big limmes 
fhall bee preferd though they doe nothing. You 
haue read ftories: (He bee fworne he neuer lookte 
in booke in his life) how many of the Romane 
worthies were there that haue gone as fpies into 
theyr enemies campe? f^fyjis y Ne/tor, Diomed> 
went as fpies together /in the night into the tentes 
of RhafuSy and intercepted Dolon the fpie of 
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the Troians : neuer anie difcredited the trade of 
intelligencers but Iudas, & he hanged himfelfe. 
Danger will put wit into anie man. Architas 
made a wooden doue to flie : by which proportion 
I fee no reafon that the veryeft bloclce in the 
world (hould defpayre of anie thing. Though 
nature be contrarie inclined, it may be altered, 
yet vfually thofe whome (he denies her ordinarie 
giftes in one thing, (he doubles them in another. 
That which the afle wants in wit, hee hath in 
honeftie; who euer faw him kicke or winch, or 
v(e anie iades trickes ? though he Hue an hundred 
yeeres you (hall neuer heare that he breakes 
pafture. Amongeft men, hee that hath not a 
good wit, lightly hath a good yron memorie, 
and he that hath neither of both, hath fome 
bones to carrie burthens. Blinde men haue better 
nofes than other men : the buls horns ferue him 
as well as hands to fight withall : the lions pawes 
are as good to him as a pol-axe, to knock downe 
anie that refifts him: (b the Bores tu(hes ferue 
him in better (lead than a fword and buckler: 
what need the fnaile care for eyes, when he 
feeles the waie with his two homes as well as 
if he were as (harpe (ighted as a decypherer. 
There is a fi(h that hauing no wings fupportes 
her felfe in the ayre with her finnes. Admit that 
you had neither wit nor capacitie, as fure in my 
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iudgement there is none equall vnto you in idiot- 
ifme, yet if you haue fimplicitie and fecrecie, 
ferpents themfelues will thinke you a ferpent: for 
what ferpent is there but hydeth his fting? and 
yet, what foeuer bee wanting, a good plaufible 
alluring tong in fuch a man of imployment can 
hardly be fpard, which as the forenamed ferpent, 
with his winding tayle fetcheth in thofe that 
come neere him : fo with a rauifhing tale, it 
gathers all mens heartes vnto him ; which if 
hee haue not, let him neuer looke to ingender 
by the mouth, as rauens and doues doe, that / is, 
mount or be great by vndermining. Sir, I am 
aflertayned that all thefe imperfe&ions I fpeak 
off, if you haue theyr naturall refiance, I fee in 
your face, that you were borne with the fwallow, 
to feede flying, to get much treafure and honour 
by trauell. None fo fit as you for fo important 
an enterprife, our vulgar reputed polititians are 
but flyes fwimming on the ftreame of fubtiltie 
fuperficially in comparifon of your fingularitie, 
theyre blind narrowe eyes cannot pearce into the 
profunditie of hypocrifie, you alone with Palamed 
can pry into Vlyjfes madde counterfeting, you can 
difcerne Achilles from a chambermaide, though 
he be deckt with his fpindle and diftaffe : as Ioue 
dining with Licaon could not be beguiled with 
humane flefh dreft like meate, fo no humane 
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braine may goe beyond you, none beguile you; 
you gull all, all feare you, loue you, ftoupe to 
you. Therefore good fir, be rulde by mee, ftoupe 
your fortune fo lowe, as to bequeath your felfe 
wholy to this bufinefle. 

This filuer founding tale made fuch fugred 
harmonie in his eares, that with the fweete medi- 
tation, what a more than myraculous polititian 
he fhould be, and what kingly promotion fhould 
come tumbling on him thereby, he could haue 
found in his heart to haue packt vp his pipes 
& to haue gone to heauen without a baite, yea, 
hce was more inflamed and rauifhte with it, than 
a young man called Taurimontanus was with the 
Phrigian melodie, who was fo incenfed and fyred 
therewith, that he would needes runne prefently 
vpon it, and fet a curtizans houfe on fire that had 
angered him. 

No remedie there was but I muft helpe to 
furnifh him with monie: I did fo, as who wil 
not make his enemy a bridge of golde to flie 
by? Verie earneftly he coniurd me to make no 
man liuing priuie to his departure in regard of 
his place and charge, and on his honour aflured 
mee his returne fhoulde bee verie fhort and 
fuccesful: I, I, fhorter by the necke, thought 1; 
in the meane time let this be thy pofie, / Hue in 
hope to /cape the rope. 
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Gone he is: God fend him good (hipping to 
Wapping, & by this time, if you will, let him bee 
a pittifull poore fellowe, and vndone for euer ; for 
mine owne part, if he had bin mine owne / brother 
I could haue done no more for him than I did, 
for ftraight after his backe was turnd, I went 
in all loue & kindnefle to the Marlhall generall 
of the field, & certifide him that fuch a man 
was lately fled to the enemie, and gotte his place 
beggd for another immediatly. What became 
of him after you (hall heare. To the enemie he 
went and offered his feruice, ratling egregioufly 
on the king of England; he fwore, as he was a 
Gentleman and a fouldier, hee would bee reuenged 
on him, and let but the king of France follow his 
counfell, hee woulde driue him from Turwin wals 
yet ere ten dayes to an end. All thefe were good 
humours, but the tragedie followeth. The French 
king hearing of fuch a prating fellow that was 
come, was defirous to fee him, but yet he feared 
treafon, wherfore he wild one of his minions to 
take vpon him his perfon, and he would ftand by 
as a priuate man whileft hee was examined. Why 
(hould I vfe anie idle delayes ? In was Captaine 
Gogges wounds brought, after he was throughly 
fearched; not a loufe in his doublet was let pafle, 
but was afkt Sfueuela, and chargd to ftand in the 
kings name ; the mouldes of his buttons they turnd 

N. V. q 
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but to fee if they were not bullettes couerd ouer 
with thread; the cod peece in his deuills breeches 
(for they were then in fafhion) they fayd playnly 
was a cafe for a piftoll; if hee had had euer a hobnaile 
in his (hooes it had hangde him, & he fhuld neuer 
haue knowen who had harmd him; but as lucke 
was, he had not a mite of anie mettal about him, 
he tooke part with none of the foure ages, neither 
the golden age, the filuer age, the brafen nor the 
yron age; onely his purfe was aged in emptinefle; 
and I thinke verily a puritane, for it kept it felfe 
from anie pollution of crofles. Standing before 
the fuppofed king, he was afkt what he was, and 
wherefore he came. To the which in a glorious 
bragging humour he aunfwered, that hee was a 
gentleman, a captaine commander, a chiefe leader, 
that came away from the king of England vppon 
difcontentment. Queftiond particular of the caufe 
of his difcontentment, hee had not a word to blefle 
him felfe with, yet faine he woulde haue patent 
out a polt-foote tale, but (God he knowes) it had 
not one true legge to ftand on. Then began he 
to fmell on the villaine fo rammifhly, that none 
there but was readie to rent him in / peeces, yet 
the minion king kept in his cholar, and pro- 
pounded vnto him farther, what of the king of 
England's fecrets (fo aduantageable) he was priuie 
to, as might remoue him from the fiege of Turwin 
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in three daies. Hee fayde diuerfe, diuerfe matters, 
which a(kt longer conference, but in good honeftie 
they were lies, which he had not yet ftampt. 
Heereat the true king ftept forth, and com- 
manded to lay hands on the lozell, and that he 
fhould be tortured to confefle the truth, for he 
was a fpie and nothing elfe. 

He no (boner fawe the wheele and the torments 
fet before him, but he cride out like a rafcall, and 
fayde hee was a poore Captaine in the Englifh 
camp, fuborned by one Iacke Wilton (a noble mans 
page) and no other, to come and kill the French 
king in a brauery and returne, and that he had no 
other intention in the world. 

This confeflion could not choofe but moue them 
all to laughter, in that he made it as light a matter 
to kill their king and come backe, as to goe to 
Islington and eate a meffe of creame, and come 
home againe, nay, and befides hee protefted that 
he had no other intention, as if that were not 
inough to hang him. 

Adam neuer fell till God made fooles : all this 
coulde not keepe his ioyntes from ranfacking on 
the wheele, for they vowed either to make him a 
confeflbr or a martir in a trice ; when ftill he fung 
all one fong, they tolde the king he was a foole, 
and fome (hrewd head had knauifhly wrought on 
him; wherefore it fhould ftand with his honour 
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to whip him out of the campe and fende him 
home. That perfwafion tooke place, and foundly 
was he lafht out of theyr liberties, and fent home 
by a Heralde with this meflage, that fo the king 
his mafter hoped to whip home all the Englilh 
fooles verie fhortly : anfwere was returned, that 
that fhort lie, was a long lie, and they were 
fhrewde fooles that fhould driue the French man 
out of his kingdome, and make him glad with 
Corinthian Dionifius to play the fchoole-mafter. 

The Herald being difmift, our afflifted intelli- 
gencer was cald coram nobis : how he fpedde, iudge 
you, but fomething hee was adiudged to. The 
fparow for his lecherie liueth but a / yeere, he 
for his trecherie was turnd on the toe, Plura 
dolor pro hi bet. 

Here let me triumph a while, and ruminate a 
line or two on the excellence of my wit; but I will 
not breath neither til I haue disfraughted all my 
knauerie. 

Another Swizer Captaine that was farre gone 
for want of the wench, I lead aftraie moft notori- 
oufly, for he beeing a monftrous vnthrift of battle 
axes (as one that cared not in his anger to bid flie 
out fcuttels to fiue fcore of them) and a notable 
emboweller of quart pots, I came difguifed vnto 
him in the forme of a halfe a crowne wench, my 
gowne and attire according to the cuftome the 
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in requeft. I wis I had my curtefies in cue, or in 
quart pot rather, for they dyu'd into the very 
entrailes of the duft, and I fimpered with my 
countenance lyke a porredge pot on the fire 
when it firft begins to feeth. The fobrietie of the 
circumftance is, that after he had courted me and 
all, and giuen me the earneft pennie of impietie, 
fome fixe crownes at the leaft for an antipaft to 
iniquitie, I fained an impregnable excufe to be 
gone, and neuer came at him after. 

Yet left I not here, but committed a little more 
fcutcherie. A companie of coyftrell clarkes (who 
were in band with fathan, and not of any fouldiers 
collar nor his hatband) pincht a number of good 
mindes to Godward of they r pro uant. They would 
not let a dram of dead pay ouerflip them, they 
would not lend a groat of the weeke to come, to 
him that had fpent his money before this weeke 
was done. They out-faced the greateft and moft 
magnanimious feruitours in their fincere and fini- 
graphicall cleane (hirts and cuffes. A lowfe that 
was anie gentlemans companion they thought 
fcorne of; their nere bitten beardes muft in a deuils 
name be dewd euerie daie with rofe water; hogges 
could haue nere a hayre on theyr backes, for making 
them rubbing brufhes to roufe theyr crab lice. 
They woulde in no wife permitte that the moates 
in the Sunne-beames fhould be full mouthde 
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beholders of theyr cleane phinifide apparell; theyr 
fhooes fhined as bright as a flike-ftone; theyr 
handes troubled and foyled more water with 
wafhing, than the camell doth, that nere drinkes 
till the whole ftreame bee troubled. Summarily, 
neuer anie were fo fantaftical the one / halfe as 
they. My matters you may conceiue of me what 
you lift, but I thinke confidently I was ordayned 
Gods fcourge from aboue for theyr finicalitie. 
The houre of theyr punilhment could no longer 
be proroged, but vengeance muft haue at them 
at al a ventures. So it was, that the moft of 
thefe aboue named goofequil braccahadocheos 
were meere cowards and crauens, and durft not 
fo much as throw a pen-full of inke into the 
enimies face, if proofe were made: wherefore on 
the experience of their pufellanimitie I thought to 
raife the foundation of my roguerie. What did 
I now but one daie made a falfe alarum in the 
quarter where they laie, to try how they would 
ftand to their tackling, and with a pittiful out-crie 
warned them to flie, for there was treafon a foot, 
they were inuironed and befet. Vpon the firft 
watch worde of treafon that was giuen, I thinke 
they betooke them to theyr heeles verie ftoutly, 
left theyr penne and inke-hornes and papers be- 
hinde them for fpoile, refigned their defkes, with 
the mony that was in them to the mercie of the 
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vanquifher, and in fine, left mee & my fellowes 
(their foole-catchers) Lords of the field : how wee 
dealt with them, their difburdened defkes canne 
beft tell, but this I am aflured, we fared the 
better for it a fortnight of fading dayes after. 
I muft not place a volume in the precin&s of a 
pamphlet, fleepe an houre or two, and dreame that 
Turney and Turwin is wonne, that the king is 
fhipt againe into England, and that I am clofe at 
harde meate at Windfore or at Hampton Court. 
What, will you in your indifferent opinions allow 
me for my trauell, no more feigniorie ouer the 
Pages than I had before ? yes, whether you will 
parte with fo much probable friendly fuppofe or 
no, He haue it in fpite of your heartes. For your 
inftru&ion and godly confolation, bee informed, 
that at that time I was no common fquire, no 
vndertroden torch-bearer; I had my feather in 
my cap as big as a flag in the fore-top; my 
French doublet gelte in the belly as though 
(lyke a pig readie to be fpitted) all my guts 
had beene pluckt out; a paire of fide paned 
hofe that hung down like two fcales filled with 
Holland cheefes ; my long flock that fate clofe 
to my docke, and fmoothered not a fcab or a 
leacherous hairy finew on the calfe of my legge; 
my rapier pendant like a round fticke / faftned 
In the tacklings for fkippers better to climbe by; 
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my cape cloake of blacke cloth, ouer-fpreading 
my backe like a thornbacke, or an Elephantes 
eare, that hanges on his fhoulders lyke a countrie 
hufwiues banfkin, which fhee thirleth her fpindle on, 
and in confummation of my curiofitie, my handes 
without gloues, all a mode French, and a blacke 
budge edging of a beard on the vpper lip, & the 
like fable auglet of excrements in the firft rifing 
of the anckle of my chinne. I was the firft that 
brought in the order of parting into the court 
which I deriued from the common word £$ui paffa> 
and the heralds phrafe of armes Paffant \ thinking 
in fincerity, hee was not a Gentleman, nor his 
armes currant, who was not firft paft by the pages. 
If anie prentife or other came into the court that 
was not a Gentleman, I thought it was an indig- 
nitie to the preheminence of the court to include 
fuch a one, and not be falud except we gaue him 
armes Paffant, to make him a Gentleman. Befides, 
in Spaine, none compafle anie farre waie but he 
muft be examined what he is, & giue three pence 
for his pafle. In which regard it was confidered 
of by the common table of the cupbearers, what 
a perilfome thing it was to let anie ftranger or 
out-dweller approch fo neere the precin&s of the 
Prince, as the great chamber, without examining 
what he was, and giuing him his paffe; where- 
vppon we eftablifhed the lyke order, but tooke 
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no monie of them as they did, onelie for a figne 
that he had not paft our handes vnexamined, wee 
fet a red marke on either of his eares, and fo 
let him walke as authenticall. I mud not dis- 
couer what vngodly dealing we had with the 
blacke iackes, or how oft I was crowned king 
of the dronkards with a court cuppe; let mee 
quietly defcend to the waining of my youthful 
dayes, and tell a little of the fweating ficknefle, 
that made me in a cold fweate take mv heeles 
and runne out of England. 

This fweating ficknefle, was a difeafe that a 
man then might catch and neuer goe to a hot-houfe. 
Many matters defire to haue fuch feruants as would 
worke till they fweate againe, but in thofe dayes 
he that fweat neuer wrought againe. That 
Scripture then was not thought fo neceflarie, which 
fayes, Earne thy liuing with the fweat of thy 
browes, for then they / earnd their dying with the 
fweat of their browes. It was inough if a fat man 
did but trufle his points, to turne him ouer the 
pearch : mother Cornelius tub, why it was lyke 
hell, he that came into it, neuer came out of it. 
Cookes that ftande continually batting their faces 
before the fire, were nowe all cafhierd with this 
fweat into kitchin-ftuffe : theyr hall fell into the 
kinges handes for want of one of the trade to 
vpholde it. Felt-makers and furriers, what the 

n. v. 6 
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one with the hot fteame of their wooll new taken 
out of the pan, and the other with the contagious 
heate of their flaughter budge and conny (kins, 
died more thicke than of the peftilence : I haue 
feene an olde woman at that feafon hauing three 
chins, wipe them all away one after another, as they 
melted to water, and left her felfe nothing of a 
mouth but an vpper chap. Looke how in May 
or the heat of Summer we lay butter in water for 
feare it fhuld melte awaie, fo then were men faine 
to wet their clothes in water as Diers doo, and 
hide themfelues in welles from the heate of the 
Sunne. 

Then happie was he that was an afle, for nothing 
wyll kill an afle but colde, and none dide but with 
extreame heat. The fifties called Sea-ftarres, that 
burne one another by excefliue heate, were not fo 
contagious as one man that had the fweate was 
to another. Mafons paid nothing for haire to mix 
their lime, nor glouers to ftuffe their balls with, 
for then they had it for nothing : it dropt off mens 
heads and beardes fafter than anie Barber could 
(haue it. O if haire breeches had then beene in 
faftiion, what a fine world had it beene for Taylers, 
and fo it was a fine world for Tailers neuerthelefle, 
for hee that could make a garment fleighteft and 
thinneft, carried it awaie. Cutters I can tell you, 
then flood vpon it, to haue their trade one of the 
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twelue Companies, for who was it then that would 
not haue his doublet cut to the (kin, and his fhirt 
cut into it to, to make it more colde. It was as 
much as a man's life was worth, once to name a 
freeze ierken, it was treafon for a fat grofle man 
to come within fiue miles of the court. I heard 
where they dide vp all in one family, and not a 
mothers childe efcapt, infomuch as they had but 
an Irifh rug lockt vp in a prefle, and not laide 
vppon anie bedde neither; if thofe that / were 
ficke of this maladie flept on it, they neuer wakt 
more. Phifitions with their (imples, in this cafe 
were Ample fellowes, and knew not which way to 
beftir them. Galen might goe fhoo the gander 
for anie good he could doe; his fecretaryes had fo 
long called him diuine, that now he had loft all 
his vertue vpon earth. Hippocrates might well 
helpe Almanack makers, but here he had not 
a word to faie; a man might fooner catch the 
fweate with plodding ouer him to no end, than 
cure the (weate with any of his impotent principles. 
Paracelfus with his fpirit of the butterie, and his 
fpirits of minerals, could not fo much as fay, God 
amend him, to the matter. Plus erat in artifice 
quam arte, there was more infeftion in the phifition 
himfelfe than his arte could cure. This mortalitie 
firft began amongft olde men, for they taking 
a pride to haue their breafts loofe bafted with 
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tedious beards, kept their houfes fo hot with thefe 
hairy excrements, that not fo much but their very 
wals fweat out fait Peter, with the finoothering 
perplexitie; nay a number of them had meruailous 
hot breaths, which (ticking in the briers of their 
bufhie beardes, could not choofe, but (as clofe aire 
long imprifoned) engender corruption. Wifer was 
our brother Bankes of thefe latter dais, who made 
his iugling horfe a cut, for feare if at anie time 
hee fhould foift, the ftinke (ticking in his thicke 
bufhie taile might be noifome to his auditors. 
Should I tell you how many purfeuants with red 
hofes, and fargeants with precious faces, (hrunke 
away in this fweat, you would not beleeue me. 
Euen as the Salamander with his very fight 
blafteth apples on the trees, fo a purfeuant or a 
fargeant at this prefent, with the verie reflexe of 
his fine facias, was able to fpoile a man a farre of. 
In fome places of the world there is no fhadow 
of the funne: Diebus Mis if it had bene fo in 
England, the generation of Brute had died all and 
fome. To knit vp this defcription in a purfnet, 
fo feruent and fcorching was the burning aire 
which inclofed them, that the mod blefled man 
then aliue, would haue thought that God had 
done fairely by him, if he had turnde him tb 
a goat, for goates take breath not at the mouth 
or nofe only, but at f eares alfo. 
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Take breath how they would, I vowd to tarrie 
no longer amongft them. As at Turwin I was 
a demie fouldier in ieft, / fo now I became a 
martiallift in earneft. Ouer fea with my imple- 
ments I got me, where hearing the king of France 
and the Swizers were together by the ears, I made 
towards them as faft as I could, thinking to thruft 
my felfe into that faftion that was ftrongeft. It 
was my good lucke or my ill, I know not which, 
to come iuft to f fighting of the battel, where 
I fawe a wonderful fpeftacle of bloud fhed on 
both fides: here the vnwildy fwizers wallowing 
in their gore, like an oxe in his doung, there the 
fprightly French fprawling and turning on the 
ftayned grafle like a roach newe taken out of 
the ftreame; all the ground was ftrewed as thicke 
with battle axes, as the carpenters yard with chips. 
The plaine appeared like a quagmire, ouerfpread 
as it was with trampled dead bodies. In one place 
might you beholde a heape of dead murthered 
men ouerwhelmed with a falling fteed, in ftead 
of a tombe (lone, in another place a bundle of 
bodies fettered together in theyr owne bowels; 
and as the tyrant Romane Emperours vfed to 
tie condemned liuing caitifes face to face to dead 
corfes, fo were the halfe liuing here mixt with 
fqueazed carcafes long putrifide. Anie man might 
giue armes that was an aftor in that battel], for 
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there were more armes and- legs (battered in the 
field that daie, than will be gathered vp till dooms 
daie : the French king himfelfe in this conflict was 
much diftrefled; the braines of his owne men 
fprinkled in his face, thrice was his courier flaine 
vnder him, and thrice was hee ftrucke on the 
breaft with a fpeare, but in the end, by the helpe 
of the Venetians, the Heluefians or Swizers were 
fubdude, and he crowned viftor, a peace con- 
cluded, and the cittie of Millain furrendered vnto 
him, as a pledge of reconciliation. That warre 
thus bio wen ouer, and the feueral bands diflblued, 
like a crow that ftill followes aloofe where there 
is carrion, I flew me ouer to Munfter in Ger- 
manie, which an Anabaptifticall brother named 
John Leiden kepte at that inftant againft the 
Emperor and the Duke of Saxonie. Here I was 
in good hope to fet vp my ftaffe for fome reafon- 
able time, deeming that no Citie would driue it 
to a fiege except they were able to holde out; and 
pretily wel had thefe Munfterians helde out, for 
they kept the Emperour and the Duke of Saxonie 
found plaie for the / fpace of a yeere ; and longer 
wold haue done, but that dame famine came 
amongft them, wherevppon they were forft by 
meflengers to agree vpon a daie of fight, when 
according to theyr anabaptifticall errour they 
might be all new chriftned in theyr owne bloud. 
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That daie come, flourifhing entered Iohn Lieden, 
the botcher into the field, with a fcarfe made of 
lifts, like a bow-cafe, a crofle on his breft like a thred 
bottom, a round twilted Tailers culhion buckled 
lyke a tancard bearers deuice to his Ihoulders for 
a target, the pike whereof was a packe needle; 
a tough prentifes club for his fpeare, a great 
brewers cow on his back for a corflet, and on 
his head for a helmet a huge high fhoo with the 
bottome turnd vpward, embofled as full of hob- 
nailes as euer it might fticke : his men were all 
bafe handie craftes, as coblers, and curriers, and 
tinkers, whereof fome had barres of yron, fome 
hatchets, fome coole 'ftaues, fome dung forks, 
fome fpades, fome mattockes, fome wood kniues, 
fome addifes for theyr weapons; he that was beft 
prouided, had but a peece of a ruftie browne bill 
brauely fringed with cobwebbes to fight for him : 
perchance here and there you might* fee a felow 
that had a canker eaten fcul on his head, which 
ferued him and his anceftors for a chamber pot 
two hundred yeeres, and another that had bent 
a couple of yron dripping pans armour-wife, to 
fence his backe and his belly; another that had 
thruft a payre of dry olde bootes as a breaft plate 
before his belly of his doublet, becaufe he would 
not be dangeroufly hurt : another that had twilted 
his trufle full of counters, thinking if the enemie 
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fhoulde take him, he would miftake them for 
golde, and fo faue his life for his money. Very 
deuout afles they were, for all they were fo dun- 
ftically fet forth, & fuch as thought they knew 
as much of Gods minde as richer men; why 
infpiration was their ordinarie familiar, and buzde 
in theyr eares like a Bee in a boxe euerie houre 
what newes from heauen, hell, and the lands of 
whipperginnie : difpleafe them who durft, hee 
fhoulde haue his mittimus to damnation ex tempore \ 
they woulde vaunt there was not a peafe differ- 
ence twixt them and the Apoftles; they were as 
poore as they, of as bafe trades as they, and no 
more infpired than they, and with God there is 
no refpeft of perfons; onely/ herein may feeme 
fome little diuerfitie to lurke, that Peter wore 
a fword, and they count it flat hel fire for anie 
man to weare a dagger, nay fo grounded and 
grauelled were they in this opinion, that now 
when they fhould come to battel, there nere a 
one of them wold bring a blade (no not an onion 
blade) about him, to die for it. It was not law- 
full fayde they, for anie man to drawe the fworde 
but the magi ft rate, and in fidelitie, (which I had 
welnigh forgot) Iacke Leiden theyr magiftrate had 
the image or likenefTe of a peece of a ruftie 
fword like a lufty lad by his fide: now I remember 
me, it was but a foile neither, and he wore it, 
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to Ihew that he Ihould haue the foile of his 
enemies, which might haue bin an oracle for his 
two-hande interpretation. Quid p/ura, his battell 
is pitcht: by pitcht, I do not meane fet in order, for 
that was far from their order, onely as failers do 
pitch their apparell, to make it ftorme-proofe, fo had 
moft of them pitcht their patcht clothes, to make 
them impearceable. A neerer way than to be at 
the charges of armor by halfe : and in another 
fort hee might bee fayde to haue pitcht y field, 
for he had pitcht or fet vp his reft whither to 
flie if they were difcomfited. Peace, peace there 
in the belfrie: feruice begins, vpon theyr knees 
before they ioyne fals John Leiden and his frater- 
nitie verie deuoutly, they pray, they houle, they 
expoftulate with God to grant them vi&ory, and 
vfe fuch vnfpeakable vehemence, a man would 
thinke them the onely well bent men vnder 
heauen, wherein let mee dilate a little more 
grauely than the nature of this hiftorie requires, 
or will be expected of fo young a pra&itioner in 
diuinitie : that not thofe that intermifliuely crie, 
Lord open vnto vs, Lord open vnto vs, enter firft 
into the kingdome of heauen : that not the greateft 
profeflbrs haue the greateft portion in grace, that 
all is not golde that glifters. When Chrift fayd 
the kingdome of heauen muft fuffer violence, hee 
meant not the violence of long babling praiers to 
n. v. 7 
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no purpofe, nor the violence of tedious inue&iue 
fermons without wit, but the violence of faith, 
the violence of good works, the violence of patient 
fuffering. The ignorant arife and fnatch the 
kingdome of heauen to themfelues with greedi- 
nes, when we with all our learning finke downe 
into hell. Where did Peter and Iohn in the third 
of the Ads,/finde the lame cripple but in the 
gate of the temple called beautifull : in the beauti- 
fulleft gates of our temple, in the fore-front of 
profeflbrs, are many lame cripples, lame in lyfe, 
lame in good workes, lame in euerie thing, yet 
will they alwayes fit at the gates of the temple: 
none be more forwarde tha they to enter into 
matters of reformation, yet none more behinde 
hand to enter the true temple of the Lord by 
the gates of good life. You may obied, that 
thole which I fpeak againft, are more diligent in 
reading the fcriptures, more carefull to refort vnto 
fermons, more fober in their lookes and modeft 
in their attire than anie elfe : but I praie you 
let me aunfwere you. Doth not Chrift faie, that 
before the latter daie the Sunne lhall be turned 
into darknes, & the Moone into bloud; whereof 
what may the meaning be, but that the glorious 
iun of the gofpell fhall be eclipfed with the dim 
cloude of diffimulation, that that which is the 
brighteft planet of faluation, (hall be a meanes of 
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errour and darknes : and the moone fhal be turned 
into bloud, thofe that Ihine faireft, make the 
fimpleft fhew, feeme moft to fauour religion, lhall 
rent out the bowels of the Church, be turned 
into bloud, and all this (hall come to pafle before 
the notable daie of the Lord, whereof this age 
is the eue. Let me vfe a more familiar example 
fince the heate of a great number hath outraged 
fo excefliuely. Did not the deuill leade Chrift 
to the pinacle or higheft part of the temple 
to tempt him: if he lead Chrift, he wil leade a 
whole armie of hypocrites to the toppe or higheft 
part of the temple, the higheft ftep of religion and 
holines, to feduce them and fubuert them. I 
fay vnto you that which this our tempted fauiour 
with many other words, befought his difciples, 
faue your felues from this froward generation. 
Verily, verily the feruaunt is not greater than his 
matter: verily, verily, finful men are not holier 
than holy Jefus their maker. That holy Jefus 
againe repeats this holy fentence, Remember the 
wordes I fayde vnto you, the feruant is not holier 
or greater than his mafter, as if he Ihould fay, 
remember then, imprint in your memorie, your 
pride and fingularitie will make you forget them, 
the effe&es of them many yeeres hence will come 
to pafle. Whofoeuer will feeke to faue his foule 
fhall loofe it, whofoeuer feekes by headlong /me an es 
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to enter into heauen, & difannul Gods ordinance, 
fhil with 5 gyants that thought to fcale heauen 
in contempt of Jupiter, be ouerwhelmed with 
mount Ofla & Pelion, & dwel with the deuill in 
eternal defblation. Though the high priefts office 
was expired, when Paul faid vnto one of the, God 
rebuke thee, thou painted fepulchre, yet when a 
ftander by reproued him faying, Reuileft thou 
the high prieft ? he repented & aflct forgiuenefle. 
That which I fuppofe I doe not grant. The law- 
fulnes of the authoritie they oppofe themfelues 
agaynft, is fufficiently proued. Farre bee it my 
vnder-age argumentes (hould intrude themfelues as 
a greene weake prop to fupport fo high a building. 
Let it fuffice, if you knowe Chrift, you know his 
father alfo, if you know Chriftianitie, you know the 
fathers of the Church alfo ; but a greate number of 
you with Philip haue bene long with Chrift, and 
haue not knowen him, haue long profefled your- 
felues Chriftians, and not knowen his true minifters: 
you follow the French and Scottifti fafhion and 
fa<ftion, and in all pointes are lyke the Swizers, 
Qui quarunt cum qua gente cadunt y that feeke 
with what nation they may firft mifcarrie. 

In the dayes of Nero there was an odde fellowe 
that had found out an exquifite waie to make 
glafle as hammer proofe as golde : {hall I faie, 
that the like experiment he made vppon glafle, 
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we haue pra&ifed on the Gofpeil ? I, confidently 
will I, we haue found out a flight to hammer it 
to anie herefie whatfoeuer, but thofe furnaces of 
falftiood, and hammer heads of herefie mult be 
diflblued and broken as his was, or els I fear me 
the falfe glittering glafie of innouation will bee 
better efteemed of than the ancient gold of the 
gofpeil. The fault of faults is this, that your 
dead borne faith is begotten by too infant fathers. 
Cato one of the wifeft men Romane hiftories 
canonized, was not borne till his father was foure 
fcore yeeres olde: none can be a perfedb father of 
faith and beget men aright vnto God, but thofe 
that are aged in experience, haue many yeres 
imprinted in their milde conuerfation, and haue 
with Zacheus fold all their pofiefiions of vanities, 
to inioy the fweet fellowfhippe, not of the humane 
but fpirituall meflias. Minifters and paftors fell 
awaie your feds and fchifmes to the decrepite 
Churches in contention beyond fea; they haue 
bene (b long / inured, to warre both about matters 
of religion and regiment, that now they haue no 
peace of minde, but in troubling all other mens 
peace. Becaufe the pouertie of their prouinces 
will allow them no proportionable maintenance for 
higher callings of ecclefiafticall magiftrates, they 
would reduce vs to the prefident of their rebellious 
perfecuted beggerie : much like the fed: of philo- . 
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fophers called cinikes, who when they faw they 
were borne to no lands or pofleflions, nor had anie 
poflible meanes to fupport their defperate eftates, 
but they muft liue defpifed and in miferie doe 
what they could, they plotted and confulted with 
themfelues howe to make theyr pouertie better 
efteemed of than rich dominion and foueraigntie. 
The vpfhot of their plotting and confutation was 
this, that they would liue to themfelues, fcorning 
the verie breath or companie of all men, they 
profeft (according to f rate of their lands) volun- 
tarie pouerty, thin fare and lying hard, contemning 
and inueighing againft al thofe as brute beafts 
whatfoeuer whom the world had giuen anie reputa- 
tion for riches or profperitie. Diogenes was one 
of the firft and formoft of the ring-leaders of this 
ruftie morofotie, and he for all his nice dogged 
difpofition, and blunt deriding of worldly drofle, 
and the grofle felycitie of fooles, was taken 
notwithftanding a little after verie fairely coining 
monie in his cell : fo fares it vp and down with 
our cinicall reformed forraine Churches, they will 
difgeft no grapes of great Bifhoprikes forfooth, 
becaufe they cannot tell how to come by them, 
they muft fhape their cotes good men according 
to their cloth, and doe as they may, not as they 
woulde, yet they muft giue vs leaue heere in 
England that are their honeft neighbours, if wee 
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haue more cloth than they, to make our garment 
fomewhat larger. What was the foundation or 
ground-worke of this difmall declining of Munfter, 
but the baniftiing of their Bifhop, their confifcating 
and cafting lots for Church liuings, as the fouldiers 
caft lots for Chriftes garments, and in fhort tearmes, 
theyr making the houfe of God a den of theeues. 
The houfe of God a nttber of hungry church 
robbers in thefe daves haue made a den of theeues. 
Theeues fpend loofely what they haue got lightly; 
facriledge is no fure inheritance ; Dionijius was nere 
the richer for robbing Iupiter of / his golden coate, 
he was driuen in the end to play the fchoolmafter 
at Corinth. The name of religion, be it good or 
bad that is ruinated, God neuer fuffers vnreuenged. 
He fay of it as Ouid fayd of Eunuchs : 

Qui primus pueris genitalia membra recidit 
Vulnera qua fecit debuit ipfe pati. 

Who fir ft depriude yong boies of their be ft part 
With Jelfe fame wounds he gaue he ought to /mart. 

So would he that firft gelt religion or Church- 
liuings had bin firft gelt himfelfe or neuer liued ; 
Cardinall Wolfey is the man I aime at, §>ui injuas 
pcenas ingeniofus erat> firft gaue others a light to 
his owne ouerthrow. How it profpered with him 
and his inftruments that after wrought for them- 
felues, Chronicles largely report, though not 
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apply, and fome parcel of their punifhment yet 
vnpaid, I doe not doubt but will bee required 
of their pofteritie. 

To go forward with my ftorie of the ouerthrowe 
of that vfurper lohn Leiden, he and all his armie 
(as I faide before) falling proftrate on their faces, 
and feruently giuen ouer to praier, determined 
neuer to ceafe, or leaue foliciting of God, till he had 
Ihewed them from heauen fome manifeft miracle 
of fuccefle. Note that it was a general receiued 
tradition both with /. Leiden and all the crue of 
Cnipperdolings and Muncers, if God at anie time 
at their vehement outcries and clamors did not 
condifcend to their requefts, to raile on him and 
curfe him to his face, to dilpute with him, and 
argue him of iniuftice, for not being (o good as 
his word with them, and to vrge his many promifes 
in the Scripture againft him : fo that they did not 
ferue God (imply, but that hee Ihould ferue their 
turnes, and after that tenure are many content to 
ferue as bondmen to faue the danger of hanging : 
but he that ferues God aright, whofe vpright 
confcience hath for his mot, Amor eft mihi caufa 
Jequendi, I ferue becaufe I loue : he faies, Ego te 
potius domine quam tua dona Jequar, He rather 
follow thee O Lord, for thine owne fake, than for 
anie couetous refpeft of that / thou canft do for 
me: Chrift would haue no folowers but fuch as 
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forfooke all and follow him, fuch as forfake all 
their owne defires, fuch as abandon all expecta- 
tions of rewarde in this world, fuch as negle&ed 
or contemned their Hues, their wiues and children 
in comparifon of him, and were content to take 
vp their crofle and folow him. Thefe Anabaptifts 
had not yet forfooke all and followed Chrift, they 
had not forfooke their owne defires of reuenge 
and innouation, they had not abandoned their 
expe&ation of the fpoile of their enimies, they 
regarded their Hues, they lookt after their wiues 
#c children, they tooke not vp their crofle of 
humilitie and followed him, but would crofle him, 
vpbraid him, and kt him at naught, if he aflured 
not by fome figne their praiers and fupplications. 
Deteriora Jequuntur, they folowed God as daring 
him. God heard their praiers, Quod petit ur pcena 
eft, it was their fpeedie punilhment that they praide 
for. Lo according to the fumme of their impudent 
fupplications, a figne in the heauens appeard the 
glorious figne of the rainbow, which agreed iuft 
with the figne of their enfigne that was a rainbowe 
likewife. Wherevpon afluring themfelues of 
vi&orie, (Miferi quod volunt, facile credunt) that 
which wretches woulde haue they eafily beleeue; 
with Ihoutes and clamours they prefentlie ranne 
headlong on theyr well deferued confufion. Pitti- 
full and lamentable was their vnpittied and well 
n. v. 8 
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performed flaughter. To fee euen a Beare (which 
is the moft cruelleft of all beaftes) to too bloudily 
ouermatcht, and deformedly rent in peeces by an 
vnconfcionable number of curres, it woulde moue 
compaflion againft kinde, and make thofe that 
beholding him at the (take yet vncoapte with, 
wifht him a futable death to his vgly lhape, now 
to recall their hard hearted wifhes, and moane him 
fuffering as a mild beaft, in comparifon of the 
foule mouthed maftifes his butchers ; euen fuch 
compaflion did thofe ouermatcht vngratious 
Munfterians obtayne of many indifferent eyes, 
who now thought them fuffering, to bee as fheepe 
brought innocent to the ihambles, when as before 
they deemed them as a number of wolues vp in 
armes agaynft the fhepheardes. The Emperyalles 
themfelues that were theyr executioners (lyke a 
Father that / weepes when he beates his child, yet 
(till weepes and ftill beates) not without much 
ruth and forrow profecuted that lamentable mafla- 
cre; yet drumms and trumpets founding nothing 
but ftearne reuenge in their eares, made them fo 
eager, that their hands had no leafure to afke 
counfell of their effeminate eyes; theyr fwords, 
theyr pikes, theyr bils, their bows, their caleeuers 
flew, empierced, knockt downe, fhot thorough, and 
ouerthrew as many men euerie minute of the 
battell, as there fals eares of corne before the fithe 
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at one blowe, yet all theyr weapons fo flaying, 
empiercing, knocking downe, fhooting through, 
ouerthrowing, diflbuleioyned not halfe fo many, as 
the hailing thunder of their great ordenance : fo 
ordinary at euerie footftep was the imbrument of 
iron in bloud, that one could hardly difcerne heads 
from bullettes, or clottered haire from mangled 
flefh hung with gore. 

This tale muft at one time or other giue vp 
the ghoft, and as good now as ftay longer; I 
would gladly rid my hands of it cleanly if I could 
tell how; for what with talking of coblers, & 
tinkers, & roapemakers, and botchers, and durt 
daubers, the marke is cleane gone out of my mufes 
mouth, and I am as it were more than dunfified 
twixt diuinitie and poetrie. What is there more 
as touching this tragedie that you would be 
refolued of? faie quickly, for now my pen is 
got vpon his feet again: how /. Leiden dide, 
is y it? he dide like a dog, he was hanged and 
the halter paid for. For his companians, do they 
trouble you? I can tel you they troubled fome 
men before, for they were all kild, and none 
efoapt, no not fo much as one to tel the tale 
of the rainbow. Heare what it is to be Ana- 
baptifts, to bee puritans, to be villaines; you may 
be counted illuminate botchers for a while, but 
your end wil be Good people pray for me. 
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With the tragicall cataftrophe of this munfterian 
conflict, did I cafhier the new vocation of my 
caualierlhip. There was no more honorable war 
in chriftendome then towards; wherefore after I 
had learned to be halfe an houre in bidding a 
man Coniure in germane funonimas, I trauelled 
along the cuntrie towards England as faft as I 
could. What with wagons & bare tentoes hauing 
attained to Middleborough (good Lord fee the 
changing chances of vs knight arrant infants) I 
met /with the right honourable Lord Henrie 
Howard Earle of Surrey, my late mafter. Iefu, 
I was perfwaded I fhoulde not be more glad to 
fee heauen than I was to fee him. O it was a 
right noble Lord, liberalitie itfelfe (if in this yron 
age there were anie fuch creature as liberality left 
on the earth) a prince in content becaufe a Poet 
without peere. Deftinie neuer defames her felfe 
but when Ihe lets an excellent poet die : if there 
bee anie fparke of Adams paradized perfe&ion yet 
emberd vp in the breaftes of mortall men, cer- 
tainely God hath beftowed that his perfe&eft image 
on poets. None come fo neere to God in wit, 
none more contemne the world, vatis auarus non 
tenure eft animus ^ fayth Horace, verfus amat, hoc 
ftudet vnum. Seldom haue you feene anie Poet 
poflefled with auarice, onely verfes he loues, 
nothing elfe he delights in : and as they contemne 
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the world, (o contrarily of the mechanicall worlde 
are none more contemned. Defpifed they are of 
the worlde, becaufe they are not of the world: 
their thoughts are exalted aboue the worlde of 
ignorance and all earthly conceits. 

As fweet angelicall querifters they are continu- 
ally conuerfant in the heauen of artes; heauen it 
felfe is but the higheft height of knowledge. He 
that knowes himfelfe & all things elfe, knowes 
the means to be happie : happy, thrice happie 
are thif whome God hath doubled his fpirite 
vppon, and giuen a double foule vnto to be Poets. 
My heroicall matter exceeded in this fupernaturall 
kinde of wit; hee entertained no grofle earthly 
fpirite of auariee, nor weake womanly fpirit of 
pufillanimity and feare that are fained to be of 
the water, but admirable, airie, and firie fpirites, 
full of freedome, magnanimitie and bountihood. 
Let me not fpeake anie more of his accomplifh- 
ments, for feare I fpend al my fpirits in prainng 
him and leaue my felfe no vigor of wit, or 
effeftes of a foule to goe forward with my 
hiftory. Hauing thus met him I fo much adored, 
no interpleading was there of opposite occafions, 
but backe I muft returne and beare halfe flakes 
with him in the lotterie of trauell. I was not 
altogether vnwilling to walke along with fuch a 
good purfe-bearer, yet muting what changeable 
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humor had fo fodainly feduced him from his natiue 
foyle to feeke out needlefle perils in thefe parts 
. beyond fea, one night verie / boldly I demaunded 

yt ^ of him the reafon that moued him thereto. 

Ah quoth he, my little Page, full little canft 
thou perceiue how farre metamorphozed I am 
from my felfe, fince I laft fawe thee. There is 
a little God called Loue, that will not bee wor- 
fhipt of anie leaden braines; one that proclaimes 
him felfe fole king and Emperour of pearcing 
eyes, and chiefe foueraigne of fofte heartes; hee 
it is that exercifing his empire in my eyes, hath 
exorcized and cleane coniured me from my con- 
tent. Thou knoweft ftately Gcraldinc, too ftately 
I feare for me to doe homage to her ftatue or 
fhrine; fhe it is that is come out of Italy to 
bewitch all the wife men of England; vpon 
Queene Katherine Dowager (hee waites, that hath 
a dowrie of beautie fufficient to make her wooed 
of the greateft kings in chriftendome. Her high 
exalted funne beames haue fet the phenix neaft 
of my breaft on fire, and I my felfe haue brought 
Arabian fpiceries of fweete paffions and praifes, 
to furnifh out the funerall flame of my folly. 
Thofe who were condemned to be fmoothered to 
death by finking downe into the fofte bottome of 

an high built bedde of rofes, neuer dide fo fweete 
a death as I fhoulde die, if hei rofe coloured 
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difdaine were my deaths-man. Oh thrice emperiall 
Hampton court, Cupids inchaunted caftle, the 
place where I firft fawe the perfect omnipotence 
of the Almightie exprefled in mortalitie, tis thou 
alone, that tithing all other men folace in thy 
pleafant fcituation, affoordeft mee nothing but an 
excellent begotten forrowe out of the chiefe treafure 
of all thy recreations. 

Deare Wilton^ vnderftand that there it was 
where I firft fet eie on my more than celeftiall 
Geraldinc. Seeing her I admired her, all the whole 
receptacle of my fight was vnhabited with her rare 
worth. Long fute and vnceflant proteftations got 
me the grace to be entertained. Did neuer 
vnlouing feruant fo prentifelike obey his neuer 
pleafed miftres, as I dyd her. My lyfe, my wealth, 
my friendes, had all theyr deftinie depending on 
her command. Vppon a time I was determined 
to trauell, the fame of Italy, and an efpeciall 
afte&ion I / had vnto Poetrie my fecond miftres, 
for which Italy was fo famous, had wholly rauiftit 
mee vnto it There was no dehortment from it, 
but needes thether I woulde; wherefore comming 
to my miftres as fhe was then walking with other 
Ladyes of eftate in paradice at Hampton court, 
I moft humblie befought her of fauour, that fhee 
would giue me fo much gracious leaue to abfent 
my felfe from her feruice, as to trauell a yeare 
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or two into Italy. She verie difcreetly aunfwered 
mee, that if my loue were fo hot as I had often 
auouched, I dyd verie well to applie the plaifter 
of abfence vnto it, for abfence, as they faie, caufeth 
forgetfulnefle, yet neuerthelefle fince it is Italy 
my natiue Countrie you are fo defirous to fee; 
I am the more willing to make my will yours; 
/ fete Italiam, go and feeke Italie with Acn<eas> 
but bee more true than Acn*as\ I hope that kinde 
wit-cherifhing climate will worke no change in fo 
wittie a breaft. No countrie of mine fhall it be 
more, if it confpire with thee, in anie newe loue 
agaynft mee. One charge I will giue thee, and 
let it bee rather a requeft than a charge : When 
thou commeft to Florence (the fayre Citie from 
whence I fetcht the pride of my birth) by an 
open challenge defende my beautie agaynft all 
commers. 

Thou haft that honourable carryage in armes, 
that it fhall bee no difcredite for mee to bequeath 
all the glorie of my beautie to thy well gouerned 
arme. Faine would I be know'en where I was 
borne, faine would I haue thee knowen where 
fame fits in her chiefeft theater. Farewell, forget 
mee not, continued deferts will eternize me vnto 
thee, thy full wifhes fhall bee expired when thy 
trauell fhall bee once ended. 

Heere dyd teares fteppe out before wordes, 
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and intercepted the courfe of my kinde-conceiued 
fpeech, euen as winde is allayed with raine : 
with heart fcalding fighes I confirmed her parting 
requeft, and vowed my felfe hers while liuing 
heate allowed mee to bee mine owne : Hinc ilia 
lachrim*) heere hence proceedeth the whole caufe 
of my peregrination. 

Not a little was I delighted with this vn- 
expedted loue ftory, efpeci / ally from a mouth 
out of which was nought wont to march but 
fterne precepts of grauitie and modeftie. I fweare 
vnto you I thought his companie the better by 
a thoufande crownes, becaufe he had difcarded 
thofe nice tearmes of chaftitie and continencie. 
Now I befeech God loue me fo well as I loue 
a plain dealing man : earth is earth, flefh is flefh, 
earth wil to earth, and flefh vnto flefh : fraile 
earth, fraile flefh, who can keepe you from the 
worke of your creation ? 

Difmifling this fruitlefle annotation pro et contra^ 
towards Venice we progreft, & tooke Roterdam 
in our waie, that was cleane out of our waie ; 
there wee met with aged learninges chiefe orna- 
ment, that abundant and fuperingenious clarke 
Erajmus, as alfo with merrie fir Thomas Moore 
our Countrieman, who was come purpofely ouer 
a little before vs, to vifite the fayd graue father 
Erajmus : what talk, what conference we had 

n. v. 9 
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then, it were heere fuperfluous to rehearfe, but 
this I can aflure you, Erqfmus in al his fpeeches 
feemed (o much to miflike the indifcretion of 
princes in preferring of parafites & fooles, that he 
decreed with himfelfe to (wim with the ftreame, 
and write a booke forthwith in commendation 
of folly. Quick witted fir Thomas Moore traueld 
in a cleane contrarie prouince, for hee feeing 
moft common-wealths corrupted by ill cuftome, 
& that principalities were nothing but great pira- 
cies, which gotten by violence and murther, were 
maintained by priuate vndermining and bloud- 
fhed, that in the chiefeft flourifhing kingdomes 
there was no equal or wel diuided weale one 
with another, but a manifeft confpiracie of rich 
men againft poore men, procuring their owne 
vnlawfull commodities vnder the name and intereft 
of the common-wealth : he concluded with him- 
felfe to lay downe a perfeft plot of a common- 
wealth or gouernment, which he would entitle 
his Vtopia. So left wee them to profecute their 
difcontented ftudies, & made our next iourney 
to Wittenberg. 

At the verie point of our enterance into 
Wittenberg, wee were fpe&ators of a verie folemne 
fcolafticall entertainment of the Duke of Saxonie 
thether. Whome, becaufe he was the chiefe 
patrone of their vniuerfitie, and had tooke Luther s 
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parte in banifhing the maffe and all lyke papall 
iurifdidtion out of their / towne, they croucht 
vnto extreamly. The chiefe ceremonies of their 
entertainment were thefe : firft, the heads of their 
vniuerfitie, (they were great heads of certaintie) 
met him in their hooded hypocrifie and do&orly 
accouftrements), fecundum formam ftatuti ; where by 
the Orator of the vniuerfitie, whofe pickerdeuant 
was very plentifully befprinkled with rofe water, 
a verie learned or rather ruthfull Oration was 
deliuered (for it raind all the while) fignifieng 
thus much, that it was al by patch and by peece- 
meale ftolne out of Tully, & he muft pardon them, 
though in emptying their phrafe bookes, the ayre 
emptied his intrailes, for they did it not in anie 
oftentation of wit (which they had not) but to 
fhewe the extraordinarie good will they bare the 
Duke, (to haue him (land in the raine tyll he 
was thorough wet) : a thoufand quemadmodums and 
quapropters he came ouer him with, euery fentence 
he concluded with EJJe pojje videatur : through 
all the nine worthies he ran with praifing and 
comparing him ; Neftors yeares hee aflured him off 
vnder the broade feale of their fupplications, and 
with that crowe troden verfe in Virgil, Dum iuga 
montis apcr> hee packt vp his pipes, and cride 
dixi. 

That pageant ouerpaft, there rufht vpon him 
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a miferable rabblement of iunior graduats, that all 
crid out vpon him mightily in their gibrige, lyke 
a companie of beggers, God faue your grace, 
God faue your grace, Iefus preferue your highnes, 
though it be but for an houre. 

Some three halfe pennyworth of Latine here 
alfo had he throwen at his face, but it was choife 
ftuffe I can tell you; as there is a choife euen 
amongft ragges gathered vp from the dunghill. 
At the townes end met him the burgers and 
dunftical incorporationers of Wittenberg in their 
diftinguifhed liueries, their diftinguifhed liuerie 
faces I mene; for they were moft of them hot 
liuered dronkards, and had all the coate coulours 
of fanguin, purple, crimfon, copper, carnation that 
were to be had in their countenaunces. Filthy 
knaues, no coft had they beftowed on the town for 
his welcome, fauing new painted their houghs & 
boufing houfes, which commonly are built fayrer 
than their Churches, and ouer their gates fet the 
town armes, which founded gulping after this fort, 
Van hotten flatten / irk blojhen glctten gelderflike : 
what euer the wordes were, the fenfe was this, 
Good drinke is a medicine for all difeafes. 

A burden belly inkhorne orator called Vandcr- 
hulke, they pickt out to prefent him with an 
oration, one that had a fulpherous big fwolne large 
face, like a Saracen, eies lyke two kentifh oyfters, 
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a mouth that opened as wide euerie time hee fpake, 
as one of thofe olde knit trap doores, a beard as 
though it had bin made of a birds neaft pluckt in 
peeces, which confifteth of ftrawe, haire, and durt 
mixt together. Hee was apparrelled in blacke 
leather new licourd, and a fhort gowne without 
any gathering in the backe, faced before and 
behind with a boiftrous Beare (kinne, and a red 
nightcap on his head. To this purport and effe&e 
was this broccing double beere Oration. 

Right noble Duke (idco nobilis quaft nobilis) 
for you haue no bile or cholar in you, know that 
our prefent incorporation of Wittenberg, by me 
the tongue-man of their thankfulnes, a townefman 
by birth, a free Germane by nature, an oratour by 
arte, and a fcriuener by education, in all obedience 
& chaftity, moft bountifully bid you welcome to 
Wittenberg: welcome fayde I? O orificiall retho- 
rike, wipe thy euerlafting mouth, and affoord me 
a more Indian metaphor than that, for the braue 
princely bloud of a Saxon. Oratorie vncaflce the 
bard hutch of thy complements, and with the 
triumphanteft troupe in thy treafurie doe trewage 
vnto him. What impotent fpeech with his eight 
partes may not fpecifie this vneftimable guift 
holding his peace, (hall as it were (with teares 
I fpeake it) do wherby as it may feeme or 
appeare, to manifeft or declare : & yet it is, & yet 
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it is not, & yet it may bee a diminitiue oblation 
meritorious to your high pufillanimitie & in- 
dignity. Why fhould I goe gadding and fifgigging 
after firking flantado Amphibologies ? wit is wit, 
and good will is good will. With all the wit 
I haue, I here according to the premifes, offer vp 
vnto you the Cities generall good will, which is 
a guilded Canne, in manner and forme following, 
for you and the heires of your bodie lawfully 
begotten, to drinke healths in. The fcolafticall 
fquitter bookes clout you vp cannopies & foot- 
clothes / of verfes. Wee that are good fellowes, 
and Hue as merie as cup and can, will not verfe 
vpon you as they do, but muft doe as we can, 
and entertaine you if it bee but with a playne 
emptie Canne. He hath learning inough that 
hath learnd to drinke to his firft man. 

Gentle Duke, without paradox be it fpoken, 
thy horfes at our owne proper cofts and charges 
fhall kneed vp to the knees all the while thou art 
here in fpruce beere & lubeck licour. Not a dog 
thou bringft with thee but fhall be banketted 
with rhenifh wine and fturgion. On our fhoulders 
we weare no lamb fkin or miniuer like thefe 
academikes, yet wee can drinke to the confufion 
of all thy enemies. Good lambes-wooll haue we 
for their lambe (kins, and for their miniuer, large 
minerals in our coffers. Mechanicall men they 
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call vs, and not amifle, for moft of vs being Machi^ 
f is, cuckolds & whooremafters, fetch our 
antiquitie from the temple of M<echa> where 
Mahomet is hung vp. Three parts of the world, 
America, Affrike, and Afia, are of this our 
mechanike religion. Nero when he crid O quantus 
artifex pereo, profeft himfelfe of our freedome. 
Infomuch as Artifex is a citizen or crafts-man, 
as wel as Carnifex a fcholler or hangman. Pafle 
on by leaue into the precinds of our abhomination. 
Bony Duke, frolike in our bowre, and perfwade 
thy felfe that euen as garlike hath three properties, 
to make a man winke, drinke, and ftinke, fo wee 
will winke on thy imperfe&ions, drinke to thy 
fauorites, & all thy foes (hall ftinke before vs. So 
be it. Farewell. 

The Duke laught not a little at this ridiculous 
oration, but that verie night, as great an ironicall 
occafion was miniftred, for he was bidden to one 
of the chiefe fchooles to a Comedie handled by 
fcollers. Acolaftus the prodigall childe was the 
name of it, which was fo filthily acted, fo leathernly 
fette foorth, as woulde haue moued laughter in 
Heraclitus. One as if he had beene playning 
a clay floore ftampingly troade the ftage fo harde 
with his feete, that I thought verily he had 
refolued to doe the Carpenter that fette it vppe 
fome vtter fhame. Another floung his armes lyke 
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cudgelles at a peare tree, infomuch as it was 
mightily dreaded that hee woulde ftrike the 
candles that hung aboue theyr heades out of / 
their fockets, and leaue them all darke. Another 
did nothing but winke and make faces. There 
was a parafite, & he with clapping his hands and 
thripping his fingers feemed to dance an antike to 
and fro. The onely thing they did well was the 
prodigal childes hunger, moft of their fchollers 
being hungerly kept ; and furely you would haue 
fayd they had ben brought vp in hogs academie 
to learne to eate acornes, if you had feene how 
feduloufly they fell to them. Not a ieft had they 
to keepe their auditors from fleepe but of fwill and 
draffe ; yes, now and then the feruant put his hand 
into the difh before his mafter, and almoft choakt 
himfelfe, eating flouenly and rauenoufly to caufe 
fport. 

The next daie they had folempne difputations, 
where Luther and Caroloftadius fcolded leuell 
coile. A mafle of words I wot well they heapt 
vp againft the mafle and the Pope, but farther 
perticulars of their difputations I remember not. 
I thought verily they woulde haue worried one 
another with wordes, they were fo earned and 
vehement. Luther had the louder voice, Carolo- 
ftadius went beyond him in beating and bounfing 
with his fills, Qu<e Jupra nos nihil ad nos. They 
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vttered nothing to make a man laugh, therefore 
I wil leaue the. Mary theyr outward ieftures, 
now and then would affoorde a man a morfell 
of mirth: of thofe two I meane not (o much, 
as of all the other traine of opponents and re- 
fpondents. One peckte like a crane with his 
fore-finger at euery halfe fillable he brought forth, 
and nodded with his nofe like an olde finging 
man, teaching a yong querifter to keepe time. 
Another would be fure to wipe his mouth with 
his handkercher at the end of euerie full point* 
And euer when he thought he had caft a figure 
(b curioufly, as he diu'de ouer head and eares into 
his auditors admiration, hee would take occafion 
to ftroke vp his haire, and twine vp his muftachios 
twice or thrice ouer, while they might haue leafure 
to applaud him. A third wauerd and wagled 
his head, like a proud horfe playing with his 
bridle, or as I haue feene fome fantafticall 
fwimmer, at euerie ftroke, traine his chin fide-long 
ouer his left fhoulder. A fourth fwet and foamed 
at the mouth, for verie anger his aduerfarie had 
denied that part of his fillogifme which he was 
not prepared to / aunfwere. A fifth fpread his 
armes like an vfher that goes before to make 
roome, and thript with his finger & his thumbe 
whe he thought he had tickled it with a con- 
clufion. A fixt hung downe his countenance 
N. v. 10 
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lyke a fheepe, and ftutted and flauered verie 
pittifully when his inuention was ftept afide out 
of the waie. A feuenth gafpt and gapt for winde, 
and groned in his pronunciation as if he were 
hard bound with fome bad argument. Grofle 
plodders they were all, that had fome learning 
and reading, but no wit to make vfe of it. They 
imagined the Duke tooke the greateft pleafure 
and contentment vnder heauen to heare them 
fpeak Latine, and as long as they talkt nothing 
but Tully he was bound to attend them. A mod 
vaine thing it is in many vniuerfities at this daye, 
that they count him excellent eloquent, who 
ftealeth not whole phrafes but whole pages out 
of Tully. If of a number of fhreds of his 
(entences he can fhape an oration, from all the 
world hee carries it awaie, although in truth it be 
no more than a fooles coat of many coulours. No 
inuention or matter haue they of theyr owne, 
but tacke vp a ftile of his ftale galimafries. The 
leaden headed Germanes firft began this, and 
we Englifhmen haue furfetted of their abfurd 
imitation. I pittie Nizolius that had nothing 
to doe but picke thrids ends out of an olde 
ouerworne garment. 

This is but by the waie, we muft looke backe 
to our difputants. One amongft the reft thinking 
to be more conceited than his fellowes, feeing the 
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Duke haue a dog hee loued well, which fate by 
him on the tarras, conuerted all his oration to 
him, and not a haire of his taile but he kembd out 
with comparifons. So to haue courted him if he 
were a bitch had bin verie fufpitious. Another 
commented & defcanted on the Dukes ftaffe, new 
tipping it with many queint epithetes. Some caft 
his natiuitie, and promifed him he fhould not die 
till the daie of iudgement. Omitting further 
fuperfluities of this ftampe, in this general affembly 
we found intermixed that abundant fcholler Cor- 
nelius Agrippa. At that time he bare the fame to 
be the greateft coniurer in Chriftendome. Scoto that 
did the iuggling trickes here before the Queene, 
neuer came neere him one quarter in magicke repu- 
tation. The Doctors of Wittenberg doting / on the 
rumour that went of him, defired him before the 
Duke and them to doe fome thing extraordinarie 
memorable. 

One requefted to fee pleafant Plautus, & that he 
would fhew them in what habite hee went, and 
with what countenaunce he lookt, when he ground 
corne in the mill. Another had halfe a moneths 
minde to Ouid and his hooke nose. Erafmus 
who was not wanting to that honourable meeting, 
requefted to fee Tully in that fame grace and 
maieftie he pleaded his Oration pro Rofcio Amerino. 
Affirming, that til in perfon he beheld his impor- 
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tunitie of pleading, he woulde not be perfwaded 
anie man coulde carrie awaie a manifeft cafe with 
rethorike, fo ftraungely. To Erafmus petition he 
ealily condifcended, and willing the Dodtours at 
fuch an houre to holde theyr conuocation, and 
euerie one to keepe him in his place without moil- 
ing : at the time prefixed in entered TuIIy, afcended 
his pleading place, and declaimed verbatim the for- 
named Oration, but with fuch aftonifhing amaze- 
ment, with fuch fervent exaltation of fpirite, with 
fuch foule-ftirring ieftures, that all his auditours 
were readie to inftall his guilty client for a God. 

Greate was the concourfe of glorie Agrippa drewe 
to him with this one feate. And in deede hee was 
iu cloyed with men which came to beholde him, 
that hee was fayne (boner than hee woulde, to 
returne to the Emperours court from whence hee 
came, and leave Wittenberg before hee woulde. 
With him we trauelled along, hauing purchaft his 
acquaintance a little before. By the waie as wee 
went, my matter and I agreed to change names. 
It was concluded betwixte vs, that I fhoulde bee 
the Earle of Surrie, and hee my man, onely 
becaufe in his owne perfon, which hee would not 
haue reproched, he meant to take more libertie of 
behauiour. As for my carryage hee knew hee was 
to tune it at a key, eyther high or low, or as hee 
lift- 



THE VNFORTVNATE TRAVELLER. 77 

To the Emperours Court we came, where our 
entertainment was euerie waie plentifull ; caroufes 
wee had in whole galons in ftead of quart pots. 
Not a health was giuen vs but contayned well 
neere a hogfhead. The cuftomes of/ the Countrie 
we were eager to be inftru&ed in, but nothing we 
coulde learne but this, that euer at the Emperours 
coronation there is an Oxe roafted with a ftagge in 
the belly, and that ftagge in his belly hath a kidde, 
and that kidde is ftufte full of birdes. Some 
courtiers to wearie out time woulde tell vs further 
tales of Cornelius Agrippa, and how when fir 
Thomas Moore our countrieman was there, hee 
(hewed him the whole deftru&ion of Troy in a 
dreame. How the Lorde Cromwell being the kings 
Embaffadour there, in lyke cafe, in a perfpe&iue 
glafle he fet before his eyes King Henrie the eight 
with all his Lordes hunting in his foreft at Wind- 
fore, and when he came into his ftudie, and was 
verie vrgent to be partaker of fome rare experiment, 
that he might report when he came into England, 
he wilde him amongft two thoufande great bookes 
to take downe which he lift, and begin to reade 
one line in anie place, and without booke he would 
rehearfe twentie leaues following. Cromwell dyd 
(b, and in manye bookes tride him, when in euerie 
thing hee exceeded his promife and conquered his 
expectation. To Charles the fifte then Emperour, 
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they reported how he (hewed the nine worthies, 
Dauidy Salomon, Gedeon, and the reft, in that fimili- 
tude and lykenefle that they liued vpon earth. 
My mafter and I hauing by the high waie fide 
gotten fome reafonable familiaritie with him, vpon 
this accefle of myracles imputed to him, refolued to 
requeft him fomething in our owne behalfes. I 
becaufe I was his fuborned Lorde and mafter, 
defired him to fee the liuely image of Geraldine his 
loue in the glafle, and what at that inftant fhe did 
and with whome fhee was talking. Hee fhewed 
her vs without more adoe, ficke weeping on her 
bedde, and refolued all into deuoute religion for 
the abfence of her Lorde. At the fight thereof hee 
coulde in no wife refrayne, though hee had tooke 
vppon him the condition of a feruant, but he muft 
forthwith frame this extemporall Dittie. 

/J LL I Joule, no earthly flejh> why doft thou fade ? 
All goody no worthlejfe drojfe, why lookft thou 
pale ? 
Sickneffe how darft thou one Jo fair e inuade? 
Too baje infirmitie to worke her bale. 

Heauen be diftemperd Jince fhe grieued pines , 
Neuer be drie theje my Jad plaint iue lines. 

Pearch thou my Jpirit on her filuer breafts. 
And with their paine redoubled mufike beatings^ 
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Let them toffe thee to world where all toile refts, 
Where blijfe isfubieif to no fear es defeat ings ; 

Her praife I tune whofe tongue doth tune the 
fphears, 

And gets new mufes in her hearers eares. 

Starres fall to fetch frefh light from her rich eyes, 
Her bright brow driues the Sunne to clouds beneath ; 
Her haires reflexe with red ftrakes paints the fkies, 
Sweet morne and euening deaw flowes from her 
breath ; 
Phabe rules tides, Jhe my teares tides forth 

drawes ; 
In her ftcke bed loue fits and maketh lawes. 

Her daintie limbes tinfell her filke foft Jheets, 
Her rofe-crownd cheekes eclipfe my daze led fight : 
O glajfe with too much ioy my thoughts thou greets. 
And yet thou fliewft me day but by twie-light ; 
He kiffe thee for the kindnejfe I haue felt. 
Her lips one kiffe would vnto Neffar melt. 

Though the Emperours court, and the extraordt- 
narie edifieng companie of Cornelius Agrippa might 
haue beene arguments of waight to haue arrefted 
vs a little longer there, yet Italy ftil ftuck as a great 
moat in my mafters eie ; he thought he had trauelled 
no farther tha Wales til he had tooke furuey of 
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that Countrie which was fuch a curious moulder of 
wits. 

To cut off blinde ambages by the high way fide, 
we made a long ftride, & got to Venice in fhort 
time; where hauing fcarce lookt about vs, a precious 
fupernaturall pandor, apparelled in all points like a 
gentleman, and hauing halfe a dofen feuerall lan- 
guages in his purfe, entertained vs in our own tongue 
verie paraphraftically and eloquently, and maugre 
all other pretended acquaintance, would haue vs in 
a violent kinde of curtefie to be the guefts of his 
appointment. His name was Petro de campo Frego, 
a notable praditioner in the pollicy of baudrie. 
The place whether he brought vs, was a pernicious 
curtizans houfe named Tabitha the Temptrefles, a 
wench that could fet as ciuill a face on it, as chafti- 
ties firft martyr Lucrecia. What will you conceit 
to bee in anie Saintes houfe that was there to feeke? 
Bookes, pi&ures, beades, crucifixes, why, there was 
a haberdafhers (hop of them in euerie chamber. I 
warrant you fhould not fee one fet of neckercher 
peruerted or turned awrie, not a piece of a haire 
difplaft. On her beddes there was not a wrinkle of 
anie wallowing to be founde, her pillowes bare out 
as fmooth as a groning wiues belly, & yet (he was 
a Turke and an infidell, and had more doinges than 
all her neighbours befides. Vs for our money 
they vfed lyke Emperours. I was matter as you 
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hcarde before, and my matter the Earle was but 
as my chiefe man whome I made my companion. 
So it happened (as iniquitie will out at one time 
or other) that (he perceiuing my expence had no 
more ventes than it fhould haue, fell in with my 
fuppofed feruant my man, and gaue him halfe a 
promife of marriage, if he woulde helpe to make 
me away, that (he and he might inioy the iewels 
and wealth that I had. 

The indifficultie of the condition thus (he ex- 
plaind vnto him : her houfe ftood vpon vaults, 
which in two hundred yeeres together were neuer 
fearcht: who came into her houfe none tooke notice 
of; his fellow feruants that knewe of his matters 
abode there, fhould be all difpatcht by him as from 
his matter, into fundrie partes of the citie about 
bufines, and when they returned, anfwere (hould 
bee made that hee lay not there anie more, but had 
remoued to Padua (ince their departure, & thether 
they mutt follow him. Now (quoth (he) if you be 
difpofed to / make him awaie in their abfence, you 
(hall haue my houfe at command. Stab, poifon, 
or (hoote him through with a piftol, all is one, into 
the vault he (hall be throwen when the deede is 
done. On my bare honeftie it was a craftie queane, 
for (he had enafted with her {elfc if he had bin my 
legitimate feruant, as he was one that ferued and 
fupplied my neceflities, when hee had murthered 

n. v. II 
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me, to haue accufed him of the murther, and made 
all that I had hers (as I carry ed all my matters 
wealth, monie, iewels, rings or bils of exchaunge 
continually about me.) He verie fubtilly confented 
to her ftratageme at the firft motion ; kill me 
he woulde, that heauens could not withftand, and 
a piftol was the predeftinate engin which muft 
deliuer the parting blow. God wot I was a rawe 
young fquier, and my matter dealt iudafly with me, 
for he tolde mee but euerie thing that fhe and he 
agreed of. Wherefore I could not poffibly preuent 
it, but as a man woulde faie auoide it. The exe- 
cution daie afpired to his vtmoft deuolution, into 
my chamber came my honourable attendant with 
his piftoll charged by his fide verie fufpitioufly and 
fullenly; lady Tabitha and Petro de campo Frego 
her pandor followed him at the hard heeles. At 
theyr enterance I faluted them all verie familiarly 
and merily, and began to impart vnto them what 
difquiet dreames had difturbed me the laft night. 
I dreamd, quoth I, that my man Brunquell heere 
(for no better name got he of mee) came into my 
chamber with a piftoll charged vnder his arme to 
kill me, and that hee was fuborned by you miftres 
Tabitha, and my verie good friend here Petro de 
campo Frego. God (end it tourne to good, for it 
hath afrighted mee aboue meafure. As they were 
readie to enter into a colourable common place of 
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the deceitful friuoloufnes of dreames, my truftie 
feruant Brunquell ftoode qui tiering and quaking 
euerie ioynt of him, (as it was before compared 
between vs), let his piftoll drop from him on 
the fodain, wherwith I ftarted out of my bed, 
and drew my rapier and cride murther, murther, 
which made good wife Tabitha readie to bepifle 
her. 

My feruant, or my matter, which you will, 
I tooke roughly by the coller, and threatned to 
run him thorough incontinent if he confeft not 
the truth. He as it were ftriken with remorfe 
of / confcience (God be with him for he could 
counterfeit moft daintily) downe on his knees, 
aflct me forgiuenes, and impeached Tabitha and 
Petro de campo Frego as guiltie of fubornation. 
I verie mildly and grauely gaue him audience; 
raile on them I did not after his tale was ended, 
but fayd I would trie what the lawe coulde doe. 
Confpiracie by the cuftome of their countrie was 
a capitall offence, and what cuftome or iuftice 
might affoord they fhould be all fure to feele. 
I could (quoth I) acquite my felfe otherwife, 
but it is not for a ftraunger to bee his owne 
caruer in reuenge. Not a word more with 
Tabitha, but die (he would before God or the 
deuill would haue her: (he founded and reuiued, 
and then founded againe, and after fhee reuiued 
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again fighed heauily, fpoke faintly and pittifully, 
yea and fo pittifully, as if a man had not knowen 
the prankes of harlots before, he would haue 
melted into comiferation. Tears, (ighs, and dole- 
full tuned wordes could not make anie forcible 
claime to my ftonie eares; it was the glittering 
crownes that I hungered and thirfted after, and 
with them for all her mock holy day ieftures (he 
was faine to come off, before I woulde condifcend 
to anie bargaine of filence. So it fortuned (fie 
vpon that vnfortunate word of Fortune) $ this 
whore, this quean, this curtizan, this common 
of ten thoufand, fo bribing me not to bewray 
her, had giuen me a great deale of counterfeit 
gold, which (he had receiued of a coiner to make 
awaie a little before. Amongft the grofle fumme 
of my briberie, I (illy milkefop miftrufting no 
deceit, vnder an angell of light tooke what (he 
gaue me, nere turned it ouer, for which (O falfe- 
hood in faire (hew) my matter and I had like 
to haue bin turned ouer. Hee that is a knight 
arrant, exercifed in the affaires of Ladies and 
Gendewomen, hath more places to fend mony 
to, than the diuell hath to fend his fpirites to. 
There was a delicate wench called Flauia Aemilia 
lodging in S. Markes Streete at a Goldfmiths, 
which I would faine haue had to the grand teft, 
to trie whether (he were currant in alcumie or no. 
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Aie me, fhee was but a counterfeit flip, for (he 
not only gaue me the flip, but had welnie made 
me a flipftring. To her I fent my gold to beg 
an hour of grace : ah gracelefle fornicatrefle, my 
hoftefle & (he wer confederate, who hauing gotten 
but one piece of my ill golde into / their handes, 
deuifed the meanes to make me immortall. I 
coulde drinke for anger till my head akt, to think 
how I was abufed. Shall I {hame the deuill and 
fpeake the truth ? to prifon was I fent as principall, 
and my mailer as acceflarie ; nor was it to a prifon 
neither, but to the mafter of the mints houfe, 
who though partly our iudge, and a moft feuere 
vpright iuftice in his owne nature, extreamly 
feemed to condole our ignorant eftate, and with- 
out all peraduenture a prefent redrefle he had 
miniftred, if certaine of our countrie men hearing 
an Englifh earle was apprehended for coining, 
had not come to vifite vs. An ill planet brought 
them thether, for at the firft glance they knew 
the feruant of my fecrecies to be the Earle of 
Surrey, and I (not worthie to be named I) an 
outcaft of his cup or his pantofles. Thence, 
thence fprong the full period of our infelicitie. 
The mafter of the mint our whilome refrefher 
and confolation, now tooke part againft vs; he 
thought we had a mint in our head of mifchieuous 
confpiracies againft their ft ate. Heauens bare 
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witnes with vs it was not fo (Heauens wyll not 
always come to witnes when they are cald.) 

To a ftraiter ward were we comitted: that 
which we haue imputatiuely tranfgrefled muft 
be aunfwered. O the heathen heigh pafle, and 
the intrinfecall legerdemain of our fpecial ap- 
proued good pandor, Petro de Campo Frego. 
Hee although hee dipt in the fame difh with 
vs euerie daie, feeming to labor our caufe verie 
importunatly, and had interpreted for vs to the 
ftate from f beginning, yet was one of thofe 
trecherous brother Trulies, and abufed vs mod 
darkly. He interpreted to vs with a peftilence, 
for whereas we flood obftinatly vpon it, we 
were wrongfully deteined, and that it was naught 
but a malicious pra&ife of finfull Tabitha our 
late hoftefle, he by a fine conny-catching corrupt 
tranflation, made vs plainely to confefle, and crie 
Miferere, ere we had need of our neck-verfe. 
Deteftable, deteftable, that the flefh and the deuil 
ftioulde deale by their faftors. He ftand to it, 
there is not a pandor but hath vowed pagan ifme. 
The deuill himfelfe is not fuch a deuill as he, fo 
be he performe his funftion aright. He muft 
haue the backe of an afle, the fnout of an 
elephant, the wit of a foxe, and thfc teeth of 
a wolfe; he muft faune like a fpaniell, crouch 
like / a Jew, Here like a (heepbiter. If he be halfe 
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a puritan, and haue fcripture continually in his 
mouth, he fpeeds the better. I can tell you it is 
a trade of great promotion, and let none euer 
thinke to mount by feruice in forain courts, or 
creep neere to fome magnifique Lords, if they 
be not (eene in this fcience. O it is the art of 
arts, and ten thoufand times goes beyond the 
intelligencer. None but a ftaid graue ciuill man 
is capable of it ; he muft haue exquifite courtfhip 
in him, or elfe [it] he is not old he wants the 
beft point in his tables. 

God be mercifull to our pandor (and that were 
for God to worke a miracle) he was feene in all 
the feuen liberall deadly fciences, not a finne but 
he was as abfolute in as fathan himfelfe. Sathan 
could neuer haue fupplanted vs fo as hee did. 
I may faie to you he planted in vs the firft 
Italionate wit that we had. During the time we 
lay clofe and toke phifick in this caftle of con- 
templation, there was a Magnificos wife of good 
calling fent in to beare vs companie. Her 
hulbands name was Caftaldo, (he hight Diamante : 
the caufe of her committing was an vngrounded 
ielous fufpition which her doating hufbande had 
conceiued of her chaftitie. One Ifaac Medicus, a 
bergomaft, was the man hee chofe to make him 
a monfter, who beeing a courtier and repairing 
to his houfe very often, neither for loue of him 
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nor his wife, but onely with a drift to borrowe 
monie of a pawne of waxe and parchment, when 
he fawe his expe&ation deluded, and that Cafialdo 
was too charie for him to clofe with, he priuily 
with purpofe of reuenge, gaue out amongeft his 
copefmates, that hee reforted to Caftaldos houfe 
for no other end but to cuckolde him, & doubt- 
fully he talkt that he had and he had not obtained 
his fute. Rings which he borrowed of a 
light curtifan that he vfed to, hee would faine 
to bee taken from her fingers, and in {iimme, 
fo handled the matter, that Caftaldo exclaimd, 
Out whore, (trumpet, fixepenny hackfter, away 
with her to prifon. 

As glad were we almoft as if they had giuen 
vs libertie, that fortune lent vs fuch a fweet pue- 
fellow. A pretie round faced wench was it, with 
blacke eie browes, a high forehead, a litle mouth, 
and a fharpe nofe, as fat and plum euerie part 
of her as a plouer, a (kin as (like and fofte as 
the backe of a fwan, it doth me / good when I 
remember her. Like a birde (he tript on the 
ground, and bare out her belly as maiefticall as 
an Eftrich. With a licorous rouling eie fixt 
percing on the earth, & fome times fcornfully 
darted on the tone fide, fhee figured foorth a 
high difcontented difdain; much like a prince 
puffing and ftorming at the treafon of fbme 
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mightie fubied fled lately out of his power. Her 
verie countenance repiningly wrathfull, and yet 
cleere and vnwrinlded, would haue confirmed the 
cleernes of her confidence to the auftereft iudge 
in the world. If in any thing (he were culpable, 
it was in being too melancholy chaft, and fhewing 
her felfe as couetous of her beautie as her hufband 
was of his bags. Many are honeft becaufe they 
knowe not how to be difhoneft : fhe thought 
there was no pleafure in ftolne bread, becaufe 
there was no pleafure in an olde mans bed. It 
is almoft impoflible that anie woman fhould be 
excellently wittie, and not make the vtmoft pennie 
of her beautie. This age and this countrie of 
ours admits of fome miraculous exceptions, but 
former times are my conftant informers. Thofe 
that haue quicke motions of wit, haue quicke 
motions in euerie thing : yron onely needes many 
ftrokes, onely yron wits are not wonne without 
a long fiege of intreatie. Golde eafily bends, the 
mod ingenious mindes are eafieft moued, Ingenium 
nobis molle Thalia dedit, faith Pfapho to Phao. 
Who hath no mercifull milde miftres, I will 
maintaine, hath no wittie but a clownifh dull 
flegmatike puppie to his miftres. 

This Magnificos wife was a good louing foule, 
that had mettall inough in her to make a good 
wit of, but being neuer remoued from vnder her 

n, v, 12 
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mothers and her hufbands wing, it was not 
moulded and fafhioned as it ought. Caufelefle 
diftruft is able to driue deceite into a Ample 
womans head. I durft pawne the credit of a 
page, which is worth a mafle at all times, that 
(he was immaculate honeft till (he met with vs in 
prifon. Marie what temptations (hee had then 
when fire and flame were put together, conceit 
with your felues, but hold my matter excufable. 

Alacke he was too vertuous to make her 
vicious; he ftoode vpon religion and confcience, 
what a hainous thing it was to fubuert Gods 
ordinance. This was all the iniurie he woulde 
offer / her ; fometimes he would imagine her in 
a melancholie humour to be his Geraldine> and 
court her in tearmes correfpondent, nay he would 
(weare (hee was his Geraldine> & take her white 
hand and wipe his eyes with it, as though the 
very touch of her might ftanch his anguifli. Now 
would he kneele and kifle the ground as holy 
grounde which (he vouchfafed to blefle from 
barrennefle by her fteps. Who, would haue 
learned to write an excellent paflion, might haue 
bin a perfed tragicke poet, had he but attended 
halfe the extremitie of his lament. Paflion vpon 
paflion would throng one on anothers necke; he 
would praife her beyond the moone and ftarres, 
and that fo fweetly & rauiftiingly, as I perfwade 
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my felf he was more in loue with his owne curious 
forming fancie than her face, and truth it is, many 
become paflionate louers, only to win praife to 
theyr wits. 

He praifed, he praied, hee defired and befought 
her to pittie him that perifht for her. From 
this his intranced miftaking extafie could no man 
remoue him. Who loueth refolutely, will include 
euerie thing vnder the name of his loue. From 
profe he would leape into verfe, and with thefe or 
fuch lyke rimes aflault her. 

If I muft die> O let me choofe my death : 
Sucke out my Joule with kijfes cruell maide, 
In thy breafts chriftall bals enbalme my breath 
Dole it all out in Jighs when I am laid. 
Thy lips on mine like cupping glajfes clafpe y 
Let our tongs meete and ftriue as they would fling y 
Crujh out my winde with one ftrait girting grq/pe, 
Stabs on my heart keepe time whileft thou dojl fing. 
Thy eies like fearing yrons burne out mine y 
In thy faire trejfes Jlifle me outright \ 
Like Circes change me to a loathfomefwine, 
So I may Hue for euer in thy fight. 

Into heauens ioyes can none profoundly fee y 
Except that firfl they meditate on thee. 

Sadly / and verily, if my matter faid true, I fhould 
if I were a wench make many men quickly immor- 
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tall. What ift, what ift for a maide fay re and 
frefhe to fpend a little lip falue on a hungrie 
louer ? My matter beate the bufli and kept a coile 
and a pratling, but I caught the birde, fimplicitie 
and plainneffe fhall carrie it awaie in another world. 
God wot he was Petro Defperato, when I ftepping 
to hir with a dunftable tale made vp my market. 
A holy requiem to their foules that thinke to wooe 
women with riddles. I had fome cunning plot 
you muft fuppofe to bring this about. Her hus- 
band had abufed her, and it was verie neceflarie 
{he ihould be reuenged. Seldome doe they proue 
patient martyrs who are puniiht vniuftly. One 
way or other they wil cry quittance whatfoeuer it 
coft them. No other apte meanes had this poore 
fliee captiued Cicely, to worke her hoddy peake 
hufbande a proportionable plague to his ieloufie, 
but to giue his head his fid loding of infamie. 
She thought fhe would make him complaine for 
(bmething, that now was fo hard bound with an 
hereticall opinion. Howe I dealt with her, gefle 
gentle reader, Sub audi that I was in prifon, and 
fhe was my Jailor. 

Meanes there was made after a moneths or two 
durance by M. Iohn Ruffel, a gentleman of king 
Henrie the eights chaber, who then lay lieger at 
Venice for England, that our caufe ihould be 
fauorably heard. At that time was Monfieur 
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Petto Aretino fearchcr and chiefe Inquifiter for the 
colledge of curtizans. Diuerfe and fundrie wayes 
was this Arctine beholding to the king of England, 
efpecially, for by this forefaid M. RuJJell a little 
before he had fent him a penfion of foure hundredth 
crownes yerely during his life. Very forcibly was 
hee dealt withall, to ftraine the vtmoft of his credit 
for our deliuerie. Nothing at his handes wee 
fought, but that the curtizan might be more 
narrowly fifted and examined. Such and fo extra- 
ordinarie was his care and induftric heerin, that 
within few dayes after miftres Tabitha and her 
pandor cride Peccaui confiteor^ and we were pre- 
fently difcharched, they for example fake executed. 
Moft honorably, after our enlargement, of the ftate 
were we vfed, and had fufficient recompence for 
all our troubles and wrongs. 

Before / I goe anie further let me fpeake a word 
or two of this Aretine. It was one of the wittieft 
knaues that euer God made. If out of fo bafe a 
thing as inke there may be extra&ed a fpirite, he 
writ with nought but the fpirite of inke, and his 
ftile was the fpiritualtie of artes, and nothing elfe ; 
where as all others of his age were but the lay 
temporaltie of inkhorne tearmes. For in deede 
they were meere temporizers, & no better. His 
penne was fliarpe pointed like ponyard. No leafe 
he wrote on, but was like a burning glaffe to fette 
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on fire all his readers. With more then mufket 
fhot did he charge his quill, where he meant to 
inueigh. No one houre but he fent a whole legion 
of deuils into fome heard of fwine or other. If 
Martial! had ten mufes (as he fayth of himfelfe) 
when hee but tafted a cup of wine, he had ten 
fcore when he determined to tyranize. Nere a 
line of his but was able to make a man dronken 
with admiration. His fight pearft like lightning 
into the intrailes of al abufes. This I muft needs 
faie, that moft of his learning hee gotte by hearing 
the ledtures at Florence. It is fufficient that learn- 
ing he had, and a conceite exceeding all learning, 
to quintefcence euerie thing which he hard. He 
was no timerous feruile flatterer of the common- 
wealth wherein he liued. His tongue and his 
inuention were foreborne, what they thought they 
would confidently vtter. Princes hee fparde not, 
that in the lead point tranfgreft. His life he 
contemned in comparifon of the libertie of fpeech. 
Whereas fome dull braine maligners of his, accufe 
him of that treatife de tribus impoftoribus Mundi, 
which was neuer contriued without a general 1 
counfell of deuils, I am verily perfwaded it was 
none of his; and of my minde are a number of the 
moft iudiciall Italians. One reafon is this, becaufe 
it was publifhed fortie yeeres after his death, and 
he neuer in all his life wrote anie thing in Latine. 
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Certainly I haue heard that one of Machiuuels 
followers and difciples was the author of that 
booke, who to auoid difcredite, filcht it forth vnder 
Aretines name, a great while after hee had fealed 
vp his eloquent fpirit in the graue. Too much 
gall dyd that wormwood of Gibeline wits put in 
his inke, who ingraued that rubarbe Epitaph on 
this excellent Poets tombftone. Quite forfaken of 
all good Angels was he, and vtterly giuen ouer/ 
to an artleffe enuie. Foure vniuerfities honored 
Aretine with thefe rich titles, II flagello de principle 
II vcriticro, II deuino, fcf Uvn'tco Aretino. 

The French king Frances the firft, he kept in 
fuch awe, that to chaine his tongue, he fent him 
a huge chaine of golde, in the forme of tongues 
fafhioned. Singularly hath he commented of the 
humanity of Chrift. Befides, as Mofes fet forth 
his Genefis, fo hath hee fet forth his Genefis alfo, 
including the contents of the whole Bible. A 
notable treatife hath hee compiled, called, 77 Jette 
Pfalmi pccnetentiarii. All the Thomafos haue caufe 
to loue him, becaufe he hath dilated fo magnifi- 
cently of the life of Saint Thomas. There is a 
good thing that he hath fet forth La vita della 
virgine Maria, though it fomewhat fmell of 
fuperftition ; with a number more, which here for 
tedioufnefle I fupprefle. If lafciuious he were, he 
may anfwere with Ouid, Pita verecunda eft y mu/a 



96 THE VNFORTVNATE TRA VELLER. 

iocqfa mea eft. My lyfe is chaft, though wanton 
be my verfe. Tell mee who is moft trauelled 
in hiftories, what good Poet is or euer was there, 
who hath not had a little fpice of wantonnes 
in dayes ? Euen Beza himfelfe by your leaue. 
Aretine^ as long as the worlde Hues /halt thou Hue. 
Tul/y, Virgil^ Ouid, Seneca^ were neuer fuch orna- 
ments to Italy as thou haft beene. I neuer thought 
of Italy more religioufly than England til I heard 
of thee. Peace to thy Ghoft, and yet mee thinkes 
(b indefinite a fpirite fhould haue no peace or in- 
termiflion of paines, but be penning Ditties to the 
Archangels in another world. Puritans fpue forth 
the venome of your dull inuentions. A Toade 
fwelles with thicke troubled poifon, you fwell with 
poifonous perturbations; your maUice hath not a 
cleare drum or anie infpired difpofition. 

My principall fubieft pluckes me by the elbow. 
'Diamante Caftaldos the magnificos wife, after my 
enlargment prooued to bee with childe, at which 
inftant there grewe an vnfatiable famine in Venice, 
wherein, whether it were for meere niggardife, or 
that Caftaldo ftill eate out his heart with iealoufie, 
Saint Anne be our recorde, he turnde vp the heeles 
verie deuoutly. To matter Aretine after this, once 
more verie dutifully I appeald, requefted him of 
fauour, acknowledged / former gratuities: hee made 
no more humming or haulting, but in defpite of her 
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hufbandes kinsfolkes, gaue her her Nunc dimittis^ 
and (o eftablifht her free of my companie. 

Beeing out, and fully poflefled of her hufbandes 
goods, fhe inuefted mee in the ftate of a Monarch. 
Becaufe the time of child-birth drew nigh, and 
fhee could not remaine in Venice but difcredited, 
(he decreed to trauell whether fo euer I woulde 
conduA her. To fee Italy throughout was my 
propofed fcope, and that waie if fhee would trauel, 
haue with her, I had wherewithall to relieue her. 

From my matter by her ful-hand prouokement 
I parted without leaue : the ftate of an Earle hee 
had thruft vppon me before, and nowe I woulde 
not bate him an inch of it. Through all the Cities 
paft I by no other name but the yong Earle of 
Surrey : my pompe, my apparell, traine, and ex- 
pence, was nothing inferiour to his, my lookes were 
as loftie, my wordes as magnificall. Memorandum, 
that Florence beeing the principall fcope of my 
matters courfe, miffing mee, he iournied thether 
without interruption. By the waie as he went, he 
heard of another Earle of Surrey befides himfelfe, 
which caufed him, make more haft to fetch me in, 
whom he little dreamed of had fuch art in mv 
budget, to feparate the fhadowe from the bodie. 
Ouertake me at Florence he did, where fitting in 
my pontificalibus with my curtizan at fupper, lyke 
Anthonie and Ckopjtyo^ when they quafte ftanding, 
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bowles of wine fpiced with pearle together, he ftole 
in ere we fent for him, and bad much good it vs, 
and afkt vs whether we wanted anie guefts. If he 
had afkt me whether I would haue hanged my 
felfe, his queftion had beene more acceptable. He 
that had then vngartered mee, might haue pluckt 
out my heart at my hams. 

My foule which was made to foare vpward, 
now fought for paflage downward : my blood as 
the blufhing Sabine maids fur-prized on the fodain 
bv the fouldiers of Romulus, ran to the nobleft of 
bloud amongeft them for fuccour, that were in 
no lefle (if not greater daunger), fb dyd it runne 
for refuge to the nobleft of his bloude about my 
heart aflembled, that / flood in more need it felfe 
of comfort and refuge. A trembling earthquake 
or fhaking feauer aflailed either of vs, and I 
thinke vnfainedly, if he feeing our faint heart 
agonie, had not fbone cheered and refrefhed vs, 
the dogs had gone together by the eares vnder 
the table for our feare-dropped lims. 

In ftead of menacing or afrighting me with his 
fwoord, or his frounes for my fuperlatiue pre- 
emption, hee burft out into a laughter aboue Ela, 
to thinke how brauely napping hee had tooke vs, 
and how notablie wee were dampt & ftroke dead 
in the neaft, with the vnexpefted view of his 
prefence. 



THE VNFORTVXATE TRAVELLER. 9 y 

Ah quoth he, my noble Lord (after his tongue 
had borrowed a little leaue of his laughter) is it 
my lucke to vifite you thus vnlookt for? I am 
fure you wil bid me welcome, if it be but for 
the names fake. It is a wonder to fee two Englifli 
Earles of one houfe, at one time together in Italy. 
I hearing him fo pleafant, began to gather vp my 
fpirits, and replide as boldly as I durft. Sir, you 
are welcome, your name which I haue borrowed 
I haue not abufed. Some large fummes of money 
this my fweete miftres Diamante hath made me 
mailer of, which I knew not how better to imploy 
for the honour of my country, than by fpending 
it munificently vnder your name. No Englifhman 
would I haue renowmed for bounty, magnificence 
and curtefie but you ; vnder your colours all my 
meritorious workes I was defirous to fhroud. 
Deeme it no infolence to adde increafe to your 
fame. Had I bafely and beggerly, wanting 
abilitie to fupport anie parte of your roialtie, 
vndertooke the eftimation of this high calling, 
your alledgement of iniury had ben the greater, 
and my defence lefle authorifed. It will be 
thought but a policie of yours thus to fend one 
before you, who being a follower of yours, fhall 
keepe and vphold the Eftate and port of an Earle. 
I haue knowen many Earles my felfe that in their 
owne perfons would go verie plaine, but delighted 
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to haue one that belonged to them (being loden 
with iewels, apparelled in cloth of golde, and all 
the rich embroderie that might bee) to ftand bare 
headed vnto him, arguing thus much, that if y 
greateft men went not more fumptuous, how more 
great than the greateft was he that could command 
one going fo fumptuous. A noble man's glorie 
appeareth in nothing / fo much as in the pompe 
of his attendants. What is the glorie of the 
Sunne. but that the moone and fo many millions 
of ftarres borrow their light from him ? If you 
\ can reprehend me of anie one illiberall licentious 
adtion I haue disparaged your name with, heape 
fhame on me prodigally, I beg no pardon or 
pittie. 

Non veniunt in idem pudor fcf amor, hee was 
loth to detraft from one that he loued fo. 
Beholding with his eies that I dipt not the wings 
of his honor, but rather increaft them with 
additions of expence, he intreated me as if I had 
bin an Embafladour, he gaue me his hand and 
fwore he had no more hearts but one, and I fhould 
haue halfe of it, in that I fo inhanced his obfcured 
reputation. One thing, quoth he, my fweete Iacke 
I will intreat thee (it fhalbe but one) that though 
I am wel pleafed thou fhouldeft be the ape of my 
birthright, (as what noble man hath not his ape 
& his foole) yet that thou be an ape without 
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a clog, not carrie thy curtizan with thee. I 
tolde him that a king could do nothing without 
his treafury : this curtizan was my purf-bearer, 
my countenance and fupporter. My earldome I 
would fooner refigne than part with fuch a fpeciall 
benefaftrefle. Refigne it I will howeuer, fince 
I am thus challenged of ftolne goods by the true 
owner : Lo, into my former ftate I returne againe: 
poore lack Wilton and your (eruant am I, as I was 
at the beginning, and fo will I perfeuer to my 
Hues ending. 

That theame was quickly cut off, and other 
talke entered in place, of what I haue forgot, but 
talke it was, and talke let it be, and talke it fhall 
be, for I do not meane here to remember it. We 
fupt, we got to bed, we rofe in the morning : on 
my mafter I waited, and the firft thing he did after 
he was vp, he went and vifited the houfe where 
his Geraldine was borne, at fight whereof he was 
fo impaflioned, that in the open ftreet, but for me, 
he would haue made an oration in praife of it. 
Into it we were conducted, and fhewed each feueral 
roome therto appertaining. O but when he came 
to the chamber where his Geraldines cleere Sun- 
beams firft thruft themfelues into this cloude of 
flefti, and acquai nted mortalitie with the puritie 
of Angels, then did his mouth ouerflowe with 
magnificats, his tongue / thruft the ftarres out of 
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heauen, and eclipfed the Sun and Moone with 
comparifons. Geraldine was the foule of heauen, 
fole daughter and heire to primus motor. The 
alcumy of his eloquence, out of the incom- 
prehenfible droflie matter of clouds and aire 
diftilled no more quintefcence than woulde make 
his Geraldine compleat faire. 

In praife of the chamber that was fo illumina- 
tiuely honoured with her radiant conception, he 
penned this fonet. 

Faire roome, the prefence of Jweet beauties pride \ 

The place the Sunne vpon the earth did hold, 

When Phaton his chariot did mi/guide ; 

The towre where hue raind downe himfelfe in gold. 

Proftrate as holy ground He wor/hip thee ; 

Our Ladies chappell henceforth be thou namd ; 

Heere fir ft hues §>ueenc put on mortalitie, 

And with her beautie all the world inflamd. 

Heauns chambers harboring firie cherubines, 

Are not with thee in glorie to compare ; 

Lightning it is not light which in thee fhines, 

None enter thee but ftraight in tranced are. 

O if Elizium be aboue the ground, 

Then here it is where nought but toy is found. 

Many other Poems and Epigrams in that 
chambers patient alablafter inclofure (which her 
melting eies long fithence had foftned) were 
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curioufly ingraued. Diamondes thought them- 
felues Dii mundi, if they might but carue 
her name on the naked glafle. With them on 
it did he anatomize thefe bodie-wanting mots. 
Dulce puella malum eft. Quod fugit ipfe Jequor. 
Amor eft mihi caufa Jequendi. O inf<elix ego. 
Cur vidi, cur peril. Non patienter ami. Tan turn 
patiatur a mart. After the view of thefe veneriall 
monumentes, he publiflied a proude challenge in 
the Duke of Florence court agaynft all commers, 
(whether Chriftians, Turkes, Canibals, Iewes, or 
Saracens,) in defence/ of his Geraldines beautie. 
More mildly was it accepted, in that fhe whom he 
defended, was a towne borne child of that Citie, 
or elfe the pride of the Italian would haue pre- 
uented him ere he (hould haue come to performe 
it. The Duke of Florence neuerthelefle fent for 
him, and demanded him of his eftate, and the 
reafon that drew him thereto, which when hee 
was aduertifed of to the full, he granted all 
Countries whatfoeuer, as wel enemies and outlawes, 
as friendes and confederates, free accefle and 
regrefle into his dominions vnmolefted, vntill 
that infolent triall were ended. 

The right honourable and euer renowmed 
Lorde Henrie Howard Earle of Surrey my Angular 
good Lorde and mafter, entered the liftes after 
this order. His armour was all intermixed with 
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Ivllies and rofes, and the bafes therof bordered 
with nettles and weeds, fignifieng ftings, crofles, 
and ouergrowing incumbrances in his loue; his 
helmet round proportioned like a gardeners water- 
pot, from which feemed to iflue forth fmall thrids 
of water, like citerne ftringes, that not onely did 
moiften the lillies and rofes, but did frudtifie as 
well the nettles and weedes, and made them 
ouergrow their liege Lordes. Whereby hee did 
importe thus much, that the teares that iflued 
from his braine, as thofe arteficiall diftillations 
iflued from the well counterfeit water-pot on his 
head, watered and gaue life as well to his miftres 
difilaine (refembled to nettles and weedes) as 
increafe of glorie to her care-caufing beautie 
(comprehended vnder the lillies and rofes.) The 
fimbole thereto annexed was this, ex lachrimis 
lachrima. The trappinges of his horfe were 
pounced and boulftered out with rough plumed 
filuer plufh, in full proportion and fhape of an 
Eftrich. On the breaft of the horfe were the 
fore-partes of this greedie birde aduaunced, whence 
as his manner is, hee reacht out his long necke 
to the raines of the bridle, thinking they had 
beene yron, and ftyll feemed to gape after the 
golden bit, and euer as the courier dyd rayfe or 
curuet, to haue fwallowed it halfe in. His winges, 
which hee neuer vfeth but running, beinge 
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fpreaded full fayle, made his luftie fteede as 
proud vnder him as he had beene fome other 
Pcgafus, and fo quieueringly and tenderly were/ 
thefe his broade wings bound to either fide of 
him, that as he paced vp and downe the tilt-yard 
in his maieftie ere the knights were entered, they 
feemed wantonly to fan in his face and make 
a flickering found, fuch as Eagles doe, fwiftly 
purfuing their praie in the ayre. On either of 
his winges, as the Eftrich hath a fharpe goad or 
pricke wherewith hee fpurreth himfelfe forwarde 
in his faile-aflifted race, fo this arteficiall Eftrich, 
on the imbent knuckle of the pinion of either 
wing, had embofled chriftall eies affixed, wherein 
wheelewife were circularly ingrafted fharpe pointed 
diamonds, as rayes from thofe eies deriued, that 
like the rowels of a fpurre ran deep into his horfe 
fides, and made him more eager in his courfe. 

Such a fine dimme fhine dide thefe chriftall 
eies, and thefe round en ranked diamonds make 
through their bolne fwelling bowres of feathers, 
as if it had beene a candle in a paper lanterne, 
or a gloworme in a bufh by night, glittering 
through the leaues and briers. The taile of the 
Eftrich being fhort and thicke, ferued verie fitly 
as a plume to tricke up his horfe taile with, fo 
that euerie parte of him was as naturally coapted 
as might be. The word to this deuice was 

n. v. 14 
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Aculeo alatus, I fpread my wings onely fpurd 
with her eies. The morral of the whole is this, 
that as the Eftrich, the moft burning fighted bird 
of all others, infomuch as the female of them 
hatcheth not hir egs by couering them, (but 
by the effectual raies of hir eyes) as he, I faie, 
outftrippeth the nimbleft trippers of his feathered 
condition in footmanfhippe, onely fpurd on with 
the needle quickning goade vnder his fide, fo hee 
no lefle burning fighted than the Eftrich, fpurd 
on to the race of honor by the fweete raies of 
his miftres eies, perfwaded himfelfe hee fhould 
outftrip all other in running to the goale of glorie, 
only animated and incited by her excellence. And 
as the Eftrich wil eat iron, fwallow anie hard 
mettall whatfoeuer, fo would he refufe no iron 
aduenture, no hard taflce whatfoeuer, to fit in the 
grace of fo fayre a commander. The order of 
his fliield was this, it was framed like a burning 
glafle, befet round with flame colourd feathers, 
on the outfide whereof was his miftres pifture 
adorned as beautifull as art could portrature : on 
the infide a naked fword tied in a true loue 
knot, the mot, Militat omnis amans. / Signifieng 
that in a true loue knot his fword was tide to 
defend and maintaine the high features of his 
miftres. 

Next him entered the blacke knight, whofe 
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beauer was pointed all torne & bloudie, as though 
he had new come from combating with a Beare, 
his head piece feemed to bee a little ouen fraught 
full with fmoothering flames, for nothing but 
falphure and fmoake voided out at the cleftes of 
his beauer. His bafes were all imbrodered with 
fnakes & adders, ingendered of the abundance of 
innocent bloud that was fhed. His horfes trap- 
pinges were throughout befpangled with hunnie 
fpottes, which are no blemifhes, but ornaments. 
On his fhield hee bare the Sunne full fhining 
on a diall at his going downe, the word fufficet 
tandem. 

After him followed the knight of the Owle, 
whofe armor was a ftubd tree ouergrowen with 
iuie, his helmet fafhioned lyke an owle fitting on 
the top of this iuie : on his bafes were wrought 
all kinde of birdes as on the grounde wondering 
about him, the word, Ideo mirum quia monftrum: 
his horfes furniture was framed like a cart, 
fcattering whole fheaues of corne amongft hogs, 
the word Liberalitas liber alt t ate peril. On his 
fhield a bee intangled in fheepes wooll, the mot 
Frontis nulla fides. The fourth that fucceeded 
was a well proportioned knight in an armor 
imitating ruft, whofe head piece was prefigured 
like flowers growing in a narrowe pot, where 
they had not anie fpace to fpread their roots or 
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of an ill Father) fragraunt Bloflbmes of delightfull 

May Flowers, that made (according to the nature 

of Maye) a moft oderiferous fmell. In middeft 

of this his fnowie curled top, rounde wrapped 

together, on the afcending of his creaft fate a 

folitarie nightingale clofe encaged with a thorne 

at her breaft, hauing this mot in her mouth, 

Luftus monument a manebunt. At the foote of this 

bufh reprefented on his bafes, lay a number of 

blacke fwolne Toades gafping for winde, and 

Summer/ liu'de grafhoppers gaping after deaw, 

both which were chokt with excefliue drouth, 

and for want of fhade. The word Non fine 

vulnere virefco. I fpring not without impediments, 

alluding to the Toades and fuch lyke, that earft 

laye fucking at his rootes, but nowe were turnd 

out, and neere choakt with drought. His horfe 

Was fuited in blacke fandie earth (as adiacent to 

this bufh) which was here and there patched 

with fhort burnt grafle, and as thicke inke 

dropped with toyling ants & emets as euer it 

might crall, who in the full of the Summer 

moone (ruddie garnifhed on his horfes forehead) 

hoorded up their prouifion of grain agaynft winter. 

The word Viftrix fortune Japientia> prouidence 

preuents misfortune. On his fhield he fet forth 

the picture of death doing almes deeds to a 

number of poore defolate children. The word, 
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Nemo alius explicat. No other man takes pittie 
vpon vs. What his meaning was heerein I 
cannot imagine, except death had done him and 
his brethren fome greate good turne in ridding 
them of fome vntoward parent or kinfman that 
would haue beene their confufion; for elfe I 
cannot fee howe death fhoulde haue beene fayde 
to doe almes deedes, except he had depriued 
them fodainly of their Hues, to deliuer them out 
of fome further miferie, which could not in anie 
wife bee becaufe they were yet liuing. 

The ninth was the infant knight, who on his 
armour had enameld a poore young infant, put 
into a fhippe without tackling, masts, furniture, or 
anything. This weather beaten and ill apparelled 
fhippe was fhaddowed on his bafes, and the flender 
compafle of his body fet forth the right pifture of 
an infant. The waues wherein the fhip was tossed 
were fretted on his fteads trappings fo mouingly, 
that euer as he offered to bounde or ftirre, they 
feemed to bounfe, and tofle, and fparkle brine 
out of theyr hoarie filuer billowes. Theyr mot, 
Inopem me copia fecit > as much as to faie, as the 
rich praye makes the theefe. 

On his fhielde, hee exprefled an olde Goate that 
made a young tree to wither onely with biting it. 
The word thereto Primo extinguor in auo % I am 
froft bitten ere I come out of the blade. 
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It were here too tedious to manifeft all the dis- 
contented or amorous deuifes ^ were vfed in that 
turnament. The fhieldes onely of fbme few I wil 
touch to make (hort worke. One bare for his 
imprefle the eies of yong fwallowes comming 
againe after they were pluckt out, with this mot, 
Et addit et addimit, your beautie both bereaues and 
reftores my fight. Another a firen fmiling when 
the fea rageth, and (hips are ouerwhelmed, includ- 
ing a cruell woman, that laughs, finges, and fcornes, 
at her louers tears, and the tempefts of his defpaire, 
the word Cunfta pereunt y all my labor is ill em- 
ploid. A third being troubled with a curft, a 
trecherous and wanton wanton wife, vfed this 
fimilitude. On his fhild he caufed to be limmed 
Pompeies ordinance for paracides, as namely a man 
put into a fack with a cocke, a ferpent, and an ape, 
interpreting that his wife was a cocke for her 
crowing, a ferpent for her flinging, and an ape 
for her vnconftant wantonnefle, with which ill 
qualities (hee was fo befet, that thereby hee was 
throwen into a fea of grief. The worde Extremum 
malorum mulier. The vtmoft of euils is a woman. 
A fourth, who being a perfon of fufpefted religion, 
was continually hanted with intelligencers and 
fpies that thought to praie vppon him for that hee 
had, he could not deuife which waie to (hake them 
off, but by making away that he had. To obfcure 
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this, hee vfed no other fanfie but a number of 
blinde flies, whose eies the cold has clofed, the 
word Aurum reddit acutijjimum. God is the onely 
phificke for the eie-fight. A fifth, whofe miftres 
was fallen into a confumption, and yet would 
condifcend to no treatie of loue, emblazoned for his 
complaint, grapes that withered for want of prefling. 
The dittie to the mot, Quid regnajine vfu. I will 
rehearfe no more, but I haue a hundred other: let 
this be the vpfhot of thefe fhewes, they were the 
admirableft that euer Florence yelded. To par- 
ticularize their manner of encounter were to 
defcribe the whole art of tilting. Some had like to 
haue falle ouer their horfe neck and fo breake their 
neckes in breaking their ftaues. Others ranne at 
a buckle inftead of a button, & peraduenture 
whetted their fpears pointes, idlely gliding on their 
enemies fides, but did no other harme. Others 
ranne a crofle at theyr aduerfaries left elbow, yea, 
and by your leaue fometimes let not the lifts / fcape 
fcot-free, they were fo eager. Others becaufe they 
would be fure not to bee vnfadled with the fhocke, 
when they came to the fpeares vtmoft proofe, they 
threw it ouer the right fhoulder, and fo tilted 
backward, for forwarde they durft not. Another 
had a monftrous fpite at the pommell of his riuals 
faddle, and thought to haue thruft his fpeare twixt 
his legges without rafing anie Ikinne, and carried 

N. V. Is 
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him cleane awaie on it as a coole ftaffe. Another 
held his fpeare to his nofe, or his nofe to his fpeare, 
as though he had ben difcharging a caliuer, and 
ranne at the right foote of his fellowes ftead. 
Onely the earle of Surry my matter, obferued \ r 
true meafures of honor, and made all his encoun- 
terers new fcoure their armor in the duft. So great 
was his glorie y daie, as Geraldine was therby 
eternally glorifide. Neuer fuch a bountifull mafter 
came amongft the heralds (not that he did 
inrich the with anie plentiful 1 purfe largefle) but 
that by his fterne aflaultes hee tithed them more 
rich offals of bales, of helmets, of armour, than the 
rent of their offices came to in ten yeres before. 

What would you haue more, the trumpets pro- 
claimed him mafter of the field, the trumpets 
proclaimed Geraldine the exception leffe fayreft of 
women. Euerie one ftriued to magnifie him more 
than other. The Duke of Florence, whofe name 
(as my memorie ferueth me) was Pqfchal de Medi- 
ccs y offered him fuch large proffers to ftaie with 
him as it were vncredible to report. He would 
not : his defire was as hee had done in Florence, fo 
to proceede throughout all the chiefe cities in Italy. 
If you afke why he began not this at Venice 
firft, — It was becaufe he would let Florence his 
miftres natiue citie haue the maidenhead of his 
chiualrie. As hee came back againe hee thought 
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to haue enafted fomething there worthie the 
Annals of pofteritie, but he was debard both of 
that and all his other determinations; for continuing 
in feafting and banketting with the Duke of 
Florence and the Princes of Italy there aflembled, 
poft-haft letters came to him from the king his 
matter, to returne as fpeedily as he could poflible 
into England, whereby his fame was quite cut off 
by the fhins, and there was no repriue but Bazelus 
manuSy hee muft into England; and I with my 
curtizan trauelled forward in Italy. 

What / aduentures happened him after we 
parted, I am ignorant, but Florence we both 
forfooke, and I hauing a wonderful ardent incli- 
nation to fee Rome the Queen of the world, 
& metrapolitane miftres of all other cities, made 
thether with my bag and baggage as faft as I 
could. 

Attained thether, I was lodged at the houfe of 
one lohannes de Imola a Roman caualiero. Who 
being acquainted with my curtifans deceafed doting 
hufband, for his fake vfd vs with all the familiaritie 
that might be. He fhewed vs all the monuments 
that were to be feene, which are as many as ther 
haue beene Emperours, Confuls, Orators, Conquer- 
ours, famous painters or plaiers in Rome. Till this 
date not a Romane (if he be a right Romane in 
deed) will kill a rat, but he will haue fome regiftred 



i i ■»■■ —— ^i^»— nfwt^r.T' 



n6 THE VNFORTVNA TE TRA VELLER. 

remembrance of it. There was a poore fellowe 
during my remainder ther, that for a new trick 
he had inuented of killing Cymefs & fcorpions, had 
his mountebank banner hung vp on a high piller, 
with an infcription about it longer than the king 
of Spaines ftile. I thought these Cymejfes like the 
Cimbrians had beene fome ftrange nation hee had 
brought vnder, & they were no more but things 
like fheep-lice, which aliue haue the venomeft fling 
that may be, and being dead do ftinke out of 
meafure. Saint Auften compareth heretiques vnto 
them. The chiefeft thing that my eyes delighted 
in, was the church of the 7. Sibels, which is a mod 
miraculous thing. All their prophefies and oracles 
being there enroulde, as alfo the beginning and 
ending of their whole catalogue of the heathen 
Gods, with their manner of worfhip. There are a 
number of other (brines and ftatues alfo dedicated 
to their Emperors, and withal fome ftatues of 
idolatrie referued for deteftation. I was at Pontius 
Pilates houfe and pift againft it. There is the 
prifon yet packt vp together (an old rotten thing) 
where the man that was condemned to death, and 
could haue no bodie come to him and fuccour him 
but was fearcht, was kept aliue a long (pace by 
fucking his daughters breafts. 

Thefe are but the ihop duft of the fights that I 
faw, and in truth I dyd not beholde with anie care 
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hereafter to report, but contented my eie for the 
prefent, and fo let them pafle. Should I memorize 
halfe the myracles which they there tolde me / had 
beenedone about martyres tombes, or the operations 
of the earth of the fepulchre, and other reliques 
brought from Ierufalem, I fhould bee counted the 
[moft] monftrous lier that euer came in print. 

The ruins of Pompeies theater, reputed one of 
the nine wonders of the worlde, Gregory the 
fixths Tombe, Prifcillas Grate, or the thoufands 
of Pillers arreared amongft the raced foundations 
of old Rome, it were heere friuolous to fpecifie : 
fince he that hath but once drunke with a tra- 
ueller, talkes of them. Let mee bee a Hiftorio- 
grapher of my owne misfortunes, and not meddle 
with the continued Trophees of fo old a triumph- 
ing Citie. 

At my firft comming to Rome, I being a youth 
of the Englifh cut, ware my haire long, went ap- 
parailed in light colours, and imitated four or fiue 
fundrie Nations in my attyre at once: which no 
fooner was noated, but I had all the boyes of the 
Citie in a fwarme, wondering about mee. I had 
not gone a little farther, but certaine Officers croft 
the waie of me, and demanded to fee my rapier : 
which when they found (as alfo my dagger) with 
his poynt vnblunted, they would haue hal'd me 
headlong to the Strappado, but that with money 
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I appeafed them : and my fault was more pardon- 
able, in that I was a ftranger, altogether ignorant 
of their cuftomes. 

Note by the waye, that it is the vfe in Rome, for 
all men whatfoeuer to weare their haire fhort : 
which they doo not fo much for confcience fake, 
or anie religion they place in it, but becaufe the 
extremitie of the heate is fuch there, that if they 
fhould not doo fo, they fhould not haue a haire 
left on their heads to ftand vpright, when they were 
fcard with fprights. And hee is counted no Gentle- 
man amongft them that goes not in black : they 
drefle their iefters and fooles onely in frefh colours, 
and fay variable garments doo argue vnftayednes 
and vnconftancie of affe&ions. 

The reafon of their ftraight ordinaunce for 
carrying weapons without points is this. The 
Bandettos, which are certaine outlawes that lye 
betwixt Rome & Naples, and befiege the paflage 
that none can trauell that way without robbing: 
Now and then hired for fome few crownes, they 
wil fteale to Rome and doe a murther, and betake 
them to their heeles againe. Difguifed as they go, 
they are not knowen from ftrangers; fometimes 
they will fhroude themfelues vnder the habite of 
graue citizens. In this confideration, neither citizen 
nor ftranger, gentleman, knight, marques, or any 
may weare anie weapon endamageable, vppon paine 
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of the ftrappado. I bought it out, let others buy 
experience of me better cheape. 

To tell you of the rare pleafures of their gardens, 
theyr baths, their vineyards, their galleries, were to 
write a fecond part of the gorgeous Gallerie of 
gallant deuices. Why, you fhould not come into 
anie mans houfe of account, but hee had fifh-ponds 
and little orchards on the top of his leads. If by 
rain or anie other meanes thofe ponds were fo full 
they need to bee flufte or let out, euen of their 
fuperfluities they made melodious vfe, for they had 
great winde inftruments in ftead of leaden fpoutes, 
that went duely in confort, onely with this waters 
rumbling difcent I faw a fummer banketting 
houfe belonging to a marchant, that was the mer- 
uaile of the worlde, & could not be matcht except 
God fhould make another paradife. It was built 
rounde of greene marble, like a Theater without : 
within there was a heauen and earth comprehended 
both vnder one roofe, the heauen was a cleere ouer- 
hanging vault of chriftall, wherein the Sunne and 
Moone, and each vifible Starre had his true fimilw 
tude, fhine, fcituation, and motion, and by what 
enwrapped arte I cannot conceiue, thefe fpheares 
in their proper orbes obferued their circular wheel- 
ings and turnings, making a certaine kinde of foft 
angelical murmering muficke in their often wind- 
ings & going about ; which mufick the philofophers 
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fay in the true heauen, by reafon of the grofenes of 
our fenfes, we are not capable of. For the earth it 
was counterfeited in that likenes that Adam lorded 
it out before his fall. A wide vaft fpacious roome 
it was, fuch as we would conceit Prince Arthurs 
hall to be, where he feafted all his knightes of the 
round table together euerie penticoft. The floore 
was painted with £ beautifulleft floures that euer 
mans eie admired; which fo lineally were delineated 
that he that viewd them a farre off, and had not 
direftly ftood poa/ringly ouer them, would haue 
fworne they had liued in deede. The wals round 
about were hedgde with Oliues and palme trees, 
and all other odoriferous fruit-bearing plants; which 
at anie folemne intertainment dropt mirrhe and 
frankenfence. Other trees j r bare no fruit, were 

fet in iuft order one againft another, and diuided 
the roome into a number of ihadie lanes, leauing 
but one ouer-fpreading pine tree arbour, where wee 
fate and banketted. On the well clothed boughes 
of this confpiracie of pine trees againft the refem- 
bled Sunne beames, were pearcht as many fortes of 
fhrill breafted birdes, as the Summer hath allowed 
for finging men in her filuane chapels. Who 
though they were bodies without foules, & fweete 
refembled fubftances without fenfe, yet by the 
mathematicall experimentes of long filuer pipes 
fecretly inrinded in the intrailes of the boughes 
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whereon they fate, and vndifcerneablie conuaid 
vnder their bellies into their fmall throats floaping, 
they whittled and freely carold theyr naturall field 
note. Neyther went thofe filuer pipes ftraight, but 
by many edged vnfundred writhings & crankled 
wandrings afide, ftrayed from bough to bough into 
an hundred throates. But into this filuer pipe fo 
writhed and wandering afide, if anie demand how 
the wind was breathed, — Forfooth $ tail of the 
filuer pipe ftretcht itfelfe into the mouth of a great 
paire of bfelowfe, where it was clofe foldered, and 
bailde about with yron, [that] it coulde not ftirre or 
haue anie vent betwixt. Thofe bellowfe with the 
rifing and falling of leaden plummets wounde vp on 
a wheele, dyd beate vp and downe vnceflantly, and 
fo gathered in wind, feruing with one blaft all 
the fnarled pipes to and fro of one tree at once. 
But fo clofely were all thofe organizing imple- 
ments obfcured in the corpulent trunks of the 
trees, that euerie man there prefent renounft 
conieftures of art, and fayd it was done by in- 
chantment. 

One tree for his fruit bare nothing but inchained 
chirping birdes, whofe throates beeing conduit pipt 
with fquared narrow fhels, & charged firing-wife 
with fearching fweet water, driuen in by a little 
wheele for the nonce, that fed it a farre of, made 
a fpirting found, fuch as chirping is, in bubling 

N. V. l6 
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vpwards through the rough crannies of their clofed 
bils. / 

Vnder tuition of the (hade of euerie tree that 
I haue fignified to be in this round hedge, on 
delightfull leauie cloyfters, lay a wylde tyrannous 
beaft afleepe all proftrate ; vnder fome, two together, 
as the Dogge nuftling his nofe vnder the necke of 
the Deare, the Wolfe glad to let the Lamb lye 
vpon hym to keepe him warme, the Lyon fuffering 
the Afle to caft hys legge ouer him: preferring 
one honeft vnmannerly frend, before a number of 
croutching picke-thankes. No poyfonous beaft 
there repofed, (poyfon was not before our parent 
Adam tranfgrefled) . There were no fweete-breath- 
ing Panthers, that would hyde their terrifying 
heads to betraye : no men imitating Hyanaes % that 
chaunged their fexe to feeke after bloud. Wolues 
as now when they are hungrie eate earth, fo then 
did they feede on earth onely, and abftained from 
innocent flefh. The Vnicorne did not put his 
home into the ftreame to chafe away venome 
before he drunke, for there was no fuch thing as 
venome extant in the water or on the earth. 
Serpents were as harmlefle to mankinde, as they 
are ftill one to another : the rofe had no cankers, 
the leaues no caterpillers, the fea no Syrens, the 
earth no vfurers. Goates then bare wooll, as it is 
recorded in Sicily they doo yet. The torride Zone 
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was habitable : onely Iayes loued to fteale gold 
and filuer to build their nefts withall, and none 
cared for couetous clientrie, or running to the 
Indies. As the Elephant vnderftands his countrey 
fpeach, fo euerie beaft vnderftood what men fpoke. 
The ant did not hoord vp againft winter for there 
was no winter but a perpetuall fpring, as Quid 
fayth. No frofts to make the greene almond tree 
counted rafh and improuident, in budding fooneft 
of all other : or the mulberrie tree a ftrange poli- 
titian in blooming late and ripening early. The 
peach tree at the firft planting was frutefull and 
wholefome, whereas now til it be tranfplanted, it is 
poyfonous and hateful!. Yong plants for their 
fap had balme, for their yeolow gumme glittering 
amber. The euening deawd not water on flowers, 
but honnie. Such a golden age, fuch a good age, 
fuch an honeft age was fet foorth in this banquet- 
ting houfe. 

O Rome, if thou haft in thee fuch foule exalting 
obie&s : what / a thing is heauen in comparifon of 
thee, of which Mercators globe is a perfe&er model 
than thou art ? Yet this I muft fay to the fhame 
of vs Proteftants, if good workes may merit heauen 
they doo them, we talke of them. Whether fuper- 
ftition or no makes the vnprofitable feruants, that 
let pulpets decide : but there, you fhall haue the 
braueft Ladies in gownes of beaten gold, wafhing 
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pilgrimes and poore fouldiours feete, and dooing 
nothing they and their wayting mayds all the 
yeare long, but making (hirts and bandes for them 
againft they come by in diftrefle. Their hofpitalls 
are more like noble-mens houfes than otherwife : 
fo richly furniftied, cleane kept, and hot perfumed, 
that a fouldiour would thinke it a fufficient recom- 
pence for his trauell and his wounds, to haue fuch 
a heauenly retyring place. For the Pope and his 
pontificalibus I will not deale with, onely I will 
dilate vnto you what hapned whiles I was in Rome. 
So it fell out, that it being a vehement hot 
fummer when I was a foiourner there, there entred 
fuch a hot fpurd plague as hath not been heard 
of: why it was but a word and a blow, Lord 
haue mercie vpon vs, and he was gone. Within 
three quarters of a yere in that one citie there 
dyed of it a hundred thoufand : Looke in Lanquets 
Chronicle and you (hall finde it. To fmell of a 
nofegay, that was poyfond : and turne your nofe 
to a houfe, that had the plague, it was all one. 
The clouds like a number of cormorants, that 
keepe their corne till it ftinke and is muftie, kept 
in their (linking exhalations, till they had almoft 
ftifled all Romes inhabitants. Phifitions greedines 
of golde made them greedie of their deftinie. 
They would come to vifite thofe, with whofe 
infirmities their arte had no affinitie : and euen 
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as a man with a fee fhould bee hyred to hang 
himfelfe, fo would they quietly goe home and dye 
prefently after they had been with their patients. 
All day and all night long carre-men did nothing 
but goe vp and downe the ftreetes with their carts 
and crye, Haue you anie dead to burie, haue 
you anie dead to burie : and had manie times 
out of one houfe their whole loading : one graue 
was the fepulcher of feuen-fcore, one bed was 
the altar whereon whole familes were offered. 
The / wals were hoard and furd with the moift 
fcorching fteam of their defolation. Euen as 
before a gun is {hot off, a (linking fmoake 
funnels out and prepares the waie for him, fo 
before anie gaue vp the ghoft, death araied in 
a (linking fmoke ftopt his noftrils, and cramd 
it felfe full into his mouth, that clofed vp his 
fellowes eyes, to giue him warning to prepare 
for his funeral. Some dide fitting at their meate, 
others as they were aflcing counfell of the phifition 
for their friendes. I faw at the houfe where I 
was hofted, a maide bring her mailer warme 
broth for to comfort him, and fhe finke downe 
dead her felf ere he had halfe eate it vp. 

During this time of vifitation, there was a 
Spaniard, one EJdras of Granado, a notable Ban- 
detto, authorized by f pope, becaufe he aflifted 
him in fome murthcrs. This villain colleagued 



126 THE VNFORTVNATE TRA VELLER. 

with one Bartol a defperate Italian, pradtifed to 
breake into thofe rich mens houfes in the night 
where the plague had moft rained, and if there 
were none but the miftres and maid left aliue, to 
rauifh them both, and bring awaie all the wealth 
they could faften on. In a hundred chief citizens 
houfes where the hand of God had bin, they put 
this outrage in vfe. Thogh the women fo rauifhed 
cride out, none durft come nere them, for feare 
of catching their deaths by them, & fome thought 
they cried out onely with the tyrannie of the 
maladie. Amongft the reft the houfe where I 
lay he inuaded, where all being fnatcht vp by the 
ficknefle but the good wife of the houfe, a noble 
and chart matron called Heraclide and her Zanie, 
and I & my curtizan, he knocking at the dore 
late in the night, ranne in to the matrone, & left 
me and my loue to the mercie of his companion. 
Who finding me in bed (as the time requird) 
ranne at me full with his rapier, thinking I would 
refift him, but as good lucke was I efcapt him 
& betooke me to my piftoll in the window vn- 
charged. He fearing it had bene charged, threat- 
ned to run her through if I once offered but to 
aime at him. Foorth ^ chamber he dragd her, 
holding his rapier at hir hart, whileft I ftil crid 
out, Saue her, kil me, & He ranfome her with 
a thoufand duckets : but luft preuailed, no praiers 
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would be heard. Into 1117 chamber I was lockt, 
and watchmen charged (as he made femblance 
when there was none there) to knocke mee downe 
/with their halberdes, if I ftirde but a foote downe 
the ftaires. So threw I my felfe penfiue againe 
on my pallat, and dard all the deuils in hell now 
I was alone to come and fight with me one after 
another in defence of that deteftable rape. I beat 
my head againft the wals and cald them bauds, 
becaufe they wold fee fuch a wrong committed, 
and not fall vpon him. To returne to Heraclide 
below, whom the vglieft of all bloud fuckers 
Efdras of Gran ado had vnder fhrift. Firft he 
aflayled her with rough meanes, and flew her Zanie 
at her foote, that ftept before her in refcue. Then 
when al armed refift was put to flight, he aflaied 
her with honie fpeech, & promifed her more 
iewells and giftes than hee was able to pilfer in 
an hundred yeres after. He difcourft vnto her 
how he was countenanced and borne out by the 
pope, and how many execrable murthers with im- 
punitie he had executed on them that difpleafHe 
him. This is the eight fcore houfe (quoth he) 
that hath done homage vnto me, and here I will 
preuaile, or I will bee torne in pieces. Ah quoth 
Heraclide (with a hart renting figh) art thou 
ordaind to be a worfe plague to me than f plague 
it felfe? Haue I efcapt the hands of God to 
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fal into the hands of man ? Heare me Iehouah y 
& be merciful in, ending my miferie. Difpatch 
me incontinent, diflblute homicide, deaths vfurper. 
Here lies my hufband ftone colde on the dewie 
floore. If thou beeft of more power than God, 
to ftrike me fpeedily, ftrike home, ftrike deep, 
fend me to heauen with my hufband. Aie me, 
if it is the fpoyl of my honor thou feekeft in 
my foules troubled departure, thou art fome deuill 
fent to tempt me. Auoide from me Sathan, my 
foule is my fauiours, to him I haue bequeathed 
it, from him can no man take it. Iefu, Iefu 
fpare mee vndefiled for thy fpoufe, Iefu, Iefu 
neuer faile thofe that put their truft in thee. 
With that fhe fell into a fowne, and her eies 
in their clofing feemed to fpaune forth in their 
outward fharpe corners new created feed pearle, 
which the world before neuer fet eie on. Soone 
he rigoroufly reuiued her, & told her jr he had 
a charter aboue fcripture, fhe muft yeld, fhe fhould 
yeld, fee who durft remoue her out of his hands. 
Twixt life and death thus (he faintly replied. 
How thinkeft thou, is there a power aboue thy 
power? if there be, he is here prefent in punifh- 
ment, and on thee will take /prefent punifhment 
if thou perfifteft in thy enterprife. In the time 
of fecuritie euerie man finneth, but when death 
fubftitutes one frend his fpecial bayly to arrcft 
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another by infe&ion, and difpearfeth his quiuer 
into ten thoufand hands at once, who is it but 
lookes about him ? A man that hath an vneuit- 
able huge (tone hanging only by a haire ouer 
his head, which he lookes euerie Pater nofter 
while to fall and pafh him in peeces, will not 
he be fubmifliuely forrowfull for his tranfgreflions, 
refraine him felfe from the leaft thought of folly, 
and purifie his fpirit with contrition and penitence ? 
Gods hand like a huge ftone hangs ineuitably 
ouer thy head : what is the plague, but death 
playing the prouoft marihall, to execute all thofe 
that wil not be called home by anie other meanes ? 
This my deare knights body is a quiuer of his 
arrowes, which alreadie are (hot into thee inuifible. 
Euen as the age of goates is knowen by the knots 
on their homes, fo think the anger of God appar- 
ently vifioned or fhowne vnto thee in the knitting 
of my browes. A hundred hau6 I buried out of 
my houfe, at all whofe departures I haue been 
prefent : A hundreds infe&ion is mixed with my 
breath: loe, now I breath vpon thee, a hundred 
deaths come vpon thee. Repent betimes, imagine 
there is a hell though not a heauen : that hell 
thy confcience is thoroughly acquainted with, if 
thou haft murdred halfe fo manie, as thou vn- 
blufhingly braggeft. As Maecenas in the latter 
end of his dayes was feuen yeres without fleepe, 
n. v. 17 
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fo thefe feuen weekes haue I took no (lumber, 
my eyes haue kept continual] watch againft the 
diuell my enemie : death I deemed my frend 
(frends flie from vs in aduerfitie) : death, the diuell 
& al the miniftring fpirits of temptation are watch- 
ing about thee to in trap thy foule by my abufe 
to eternall damnation. It is thy foule only thou 
maieft faue by fauing mine honor. Death will 
haue thy bodie infallibly for breaking into my 
houfe, that he had fele&ed for his priuate habita- 
tion. If thou euer camft of a woman, or hop'ft 
to be fau'd by the (eed of a woman, fpare a 
woman. Deares opprefled with dogs, when they 
cannot take foyle, runne to men for fuccor: to 
whom fhould women in their difconfolate and 
defperate eftate run, but to men like the Deare 
for fuccour and fandtuarie. If thou bee a man 
thou wilt / fuccour me, but if thou be a dog & a 
brute beaft, thou wilt fpoile me, defile me & teare 
me : either renounce Gods image or renounce the 
wicked minde that thou beareft. 

Thefe words might haue moou'd a compound 
hart of yron and adamant, but in his hart they 
obtained no impreflion : for he fitting in his chaire 
of ftate againft the doore all the while that fhe 
pleaded, leaning his ouerhanging gloomie ey- 
browes on the pommell of his vnfheathed fword, 
hee neuer lookt vp or gaue her a word : but when 
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he perceiued fhee expefted his anfwere of grace 
or vtter perdition, he ftart vp and took her 
currifhly by the neck, and aflct her how long 
he fhould ftay for her Ladifhip. Thou telft 
me (quoth he) of the plague, and the heauie 
hand of God, and thy hundred infefted breaths 
in one : I tel thee I haue caft the dice an hundred 
times for the galleyes in Spainc, and yet (till mift 
the ill chance. Our order of cafting is this, If 
there bee a generall or captaine new come home 
from the warres, & hath fome foure or fiue 
hundred crownes ouerplus of the kings in his 
hand, & his fouldiors al paid, he makes pro- 
clamation, that whatfoeuer two refolute men will 
goe to dice for it, and win the bridle or lofe the 
faddle, to fuch a place let them repaire, and it 
fhall be ready for them. Thither go I & finde 
another fuch needie fquire refident. The dice 
runne, I win, he is vndone. I winning haue the 
crownes, he lofing is carried to the galleys. This 
is our cuftome, which a hundred times and more 
hath paid mee cuftome of crownes, when the poore 
fellowes haue gone to Gehenna, [and] had courfe 
bread and whipping chere all their life after. 
Now thinkeft thou that I who fo oft haue efcapd 
fuch a number of hellifh dangers, only depending 
on the turning of a few pricks, can be fcare- 
bugd with the plague ? What plague canft thou 
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name worfe than I haue had ? whether diieafes, 
imprisonment, pouertie, banifhment, I haue paft 
through them all. My owne mother gaue I a 
box of the eare to, and brake her neck down 
a pair of flairs, becaufe fhe would not go in to 
a gentleman, when I bad her : my filler I fold 
to an old Leno, to make his bed of her : ante 
kinfwoman that I haue, knew I fhee were not a 
whore, my felfe would make her one : thou art 
a whore, thou (halt bee a whore in fpite of 
religion or precife ceremonies. 

Therewith he flew vpon her, and threatned her 
with his Iword, but it was not that he meant to 
wounde her with. Hee grafpt her by the iuorie 
throate, and fhooke her as a maftiffe would make 
a young beare, fwearing & ftaring he would teare 
out her wefand if ihe refufed. Not content with 
that fauage conftraint, he ilipt his facriligious hand 
from her lilly lawne fkinned necke, and infcarfte 
it in her long filuer lockes, which with ftrughng 
were vnrold. Backward hee dragd her, euen as 
a man backward would plucke a tree downe by 
the twigs, and then like a traitor that is drawen 
to execution on a hurdle, he traileth her vp and 
downe the chamber by thofe tender vntwifted 
braids, and fetting his barbarous foote on her 
bare fnowie breail, bad her yeeld or haue her 
wind flampt out. She crifejd, llamp, ftifle me in 
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my hair, hang me vp by it on a beame, and fo 
let mee die rather than I fhoulde go to heauen 
wyth a beame in my eie. No (quoth he) nor 
ftampt, nor ftifled, nor hanged, nor to heauen 
fhalt thou go til I haue had my wil of thee ; thy 
bufie armes in thefe filken fetters He infold. 
Difmifling her haire from his fingers, and pin- 
nioning her elbowes therwithal, fhe ftrugled, (he 
wrefted, but al was in vain. So ftrugling & fo 
refitting, her iewels did fweate, fignifieng there 
was poifon comming towards her. On the hard 
boords hee threw her, and vfed his knee as an 
yron ram to beate ope the two leaude gate of 
her chaftitie. Her hufbands dead bodie he made 
a pillow to his abhomination. Coniefture the 
reft, my words fticke faft in the mire and are 
cleane tyred: would I had neuer vndertooke this 
tragicall tale. Whatfoeuer is borne is borne to 
haue end. Thus endeth my tale: his boorifh 
luft was glutted, his beaftly defire fatisfied: what 
in the houfe of any worth was carriage-able, he 
put vp and went his way. 

Let not your fbrrow die, you that haue read 
the proeme and narratio of this elegiacal hiftory. 
Shew you haue quick wits in fharpe conceit of 
compaffion. A woman that hath viewd all her 
children facrificed before her eies, & after the 
firft was flaine wipt the fword with her apron 
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to prepare it for the clenly murther of the fecond, 
and fo on forwarde till [it] came to the empiercing 
of the feuenteenth of her loines, will you not 
giue her great allowance of anguifh ? This 
woman, this matrone, this / forfaken Heraclide, 
hauing buried fourteene children in fiue dayes, 
whofe eyes fhe howlingly clofed, and caught 
many wrinckles with funerall kiffes : befides, 
hauing her hufband within a day after layd forth 
as a comfortlefle corfe, a carrionly blocke, that 
could neither eate with her, fpeak with her, nor 
weepe with her, is fhe not to be borne withall 
though her bodie fwells with a tympanie of teares, 
though her fpeach be as v impatient as vnhappy 
Hecubaes, though her head raues and her braine 
doates? Deuife with yourfelues that you fee 
a corfe rifing from his heirce after hee is carried 
to Church, and fuch another fuppofe Heraclide 
to bee, rifing from the couch of enforced adul- 
terie. 

Her eyes were dimme, her cheekes bloudlefle, 
her breath fmelt earthie, her countenance was 
ghaftly. Vp fhe rofe after fhe was deflowred, 
but loath fhe arofe, as a reprobate foule rifing 
to the day of iudgement. Looking on the tone 
fide as fhe rofe, fhe fpide her hufbands bodie 
lying vnder her head: Ah then fhe bewayled as 
Cephalus when hee had kild Procris, vnwittingly, 
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or Oedipus when ignorant he had flaine his owne 
father, and knowen his mother inceftuoufly. This 
was her fubdued reafons difcourfe. 

Haue I liu'd to make my hufbands bodie the 
beere to carry me to hell ? had filthie pleafure no 
other pillowe to leane vpon but his fpreaded 
limmes? On thy flefti my fault (hall bee im- 
printed at the day of refurre&ion. O beauty, 
the bait ordained to infnare the irreligious : rich 
men are robd for theyr welth, women are dis- 
honefted for being too faire. No blefling is 
beautie but a curfe : curft bee the time that euer 
I was begotten : curft be the time that my mother 
brought me forth to tempt. The ferpent in 
paradice did no more, the ferpent in paradice is 
damned fempiternally : why fhould not I hold 
my felfe damned (if prediftinations opinions be 
true) that am predeftinate to this horrible abufe. 
The hogge dieth prefently if he lofeth an eye : 
with the hogge haue I wallowed in the myre, I 
haue loft my eye of honeftie, it is cleane pluckt 
out with a ftrong hand of vnchaftitie : what 
remaineth but I dye? Die I will, though life 
be vnwilling: no recompence is there for mee 
to redeeme my compelled offence, but with a 
rigorous com / pelled death. Hufband, He be 
thy wife in heauen : let not thy pure deceafing 
fpirite deipife me when we meete, becaufe I am 
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tyrannoufly polluted. The diuell, the belier of our 
frayltie, and common accufer of mankinde, cannot 
accufe me though he would of vnconftrained fub- 
mitting. If anie guilt be mine, this is my fault, 
that I did not deforme my face, ere it ftiuld fo 
impioufly allure. Hauing pafiioned thus a while, 
(he haftely ranne and lookt her felfe in her glafle 
to fee if her finne were not written on her for- 
head : with looking (hee bluftit though none lookt 
vpon her but her owne refle&ed image. 

Then began (he againe. Heu quam difficile eft 
crimen turn prodere vultu; How hard is it not 
to bewray a mans fault by his forhead. My 
felfe doo but behold my felfe, and yet I blufh : 
then God beholding me, (hall not I bee ten times 
more afhamed? The Angells (hall hifle at mee, 
the Saints and Martyrs flye from me : yea, God 
himfelfe (hall adde to the diuels damnation, 
becaufe he fuffred fuch a wicked creature to 
come before him. Agamemnon thou wert an 
infidell, yet when thou wentft to the Troian warre, 
thou leftft a Mufitian at home with thy wife, 
who by playing the foote Sfondaus tyll thy 
returne, might keepe her in chaftitie. My 
hufband going to warre with the diuell and his 
enticements, when hee furrendred, left no mufitian 
with me but mourning and melancholy : had 
he left anie, as Aegiftus kild Agamemnon s mufition 
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ere he could be fuccefsfull, fo furely would he 
haue been kild ere this Aegiftus furceafed. My 
diftrefled heart as the Hart when he loofeth his 
homes, is aftonied, and forrowfullie runneth to 
hide himfelfe, fo bee thou afflifted and diftrefled, 
hide thy felfe vnder the Almighties wings of 
mercie : fue, plead, intreate, grace is neuer denyed 
to them that afke. It may be denied, I may 
be a veflell ordained to difhonor. The onely 
repeale we haue from Gods vndefinite chaftife- 
ment, is to chaftife our felues in this world : and 
fo I will ; nought but death bee my pennance, 
gracious and acceptable may it bee: my hand 
and my knife (hall manumit me out of the horror 
of minde I endure. Farewell life that haft lent 
me nothing but forrow : farewell finne fowed 
flefh, that haft more weeds than flowers, more 
woes than ioyes. 

Point / pierce, edge enwyden, I patiently affbord 
thee a (heath : fpurre forth my foule to mount 
poaft to heauen. Iefu forgiue me, Iefu receiue 
me. 

So throughly ftabd fell (he downe, and knockt 
her head againft her hulbands bodie : wherewith, 
hee not hauing beene ayred his full foure and 
twentie houres, ftart as out of a dreame : whiles 
I through a crannie of my vpper chamber vn- 
feeled, had beheld all this fad fpedacle. Awaking, 

N. V, l8 
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he rubd his head to and fro, and wyping his 
eyes with his hand, began to looke about him. 
Feeling fome thing lye heauie on his breaft he 
turnd it off, and getting vpon his legges, lighted 
a candle. 

Heere beginneth my purgatorie. For he good 
man comming into the hall with the candle, and 
fpying his wife wyth her haire about her eares 
defiled and maflacred, and his fimple Zanie 
Capeftrano run thorough, tooke a halberde in his 
hand, and running from chamber to chamber to 
fearch who in his houfe was likely to doo it, at 
length found me lying on my bed, the doore 
lockt to me on the outfide, and my rapier vn- 
fheathed on the windowe : wherewith hee ftraight 
conieftured it was I. And calling the neighbours 
hard by, fayd I had caufed my felfe to bee lockt 
into my chamber after that fort, fent away my 
curtizane whome I called my wife, and made 
cleane my rapier, becaufe I would not bee 
fufpefted. Vppon this was I laide in prifon, 
fhould haue been hanged, was brought to the 
ladder, had made a ballet for my farewell in a 
readines called Wiltons wantonnes, and yet for 
all that icap'd dancing in a hempen circle. He 
that hath gone through manie perils and returned 
fafe from them, makes but a merriment to dilate 
them. I had the knot vnder my eare, there was 
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faire playe, the hangman had one halter, and 
another about my necke, which was faftned to 
gallowes, the riding deuice was almoft thruft 
home, and his foote on my fhoulder to prefle 
me downe, when I made my faint-like confeflion 
as you haue heard before, that fuch & fuch 
men at fuch an houre brake into the houfe, flew 
the Zanie, tooke my curtizan, lockt me in my 
chamber, rauifht Heraclide, and finally how fhee 
flew her felfe. / 

Prefent at the execution was there a baniftit 
Englifh Earle, who hearing that a countreyman 
of his was to fuffer for fuch a notable murder, 
came to heare his confeflion, and fee if hee knew 
him. He had not heard me tell halfe of that 
I haue recited, but hee craued audience, and 
defired the execution might be ftaid. 

Not two dayes fince it is Gentlemen and noble 
Romanes (faid he) fince going to be let bloud in a 
barbars fhop agaynft the infeftion, all on a fud- 
daine in a great tumult and vproare was there 
brought in one Bartoll an Italian greeuoufly 
wounded and bloudie. I feeming to commiferate 
his harmes, courteoufly queftiond him with what 
ill debters he had met, or how or by what cafualtie 
he came to be fo arraid. O quoth he, long I haue 
liu'd fworne brothers in fenfualitie with one E/dras 
of Granado ; fiue hundred rapes and murders haue 
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wee committed betwixt vs. When our iniquities 
were growen to the height, and God had deter- 
mined to counterchecke our amitie, wee came to 
the houfe of lohannes de Imolo (whom this yong 
gentleman hath named) there did he iuftifie al 
thofe rapes in manner and forme as the prifoner 
here hath confeft. But lo an accident after, which 
neither he nor this audience is priuie too. Efdras 
of Granado not content to haue rauifht the matrone 
Heraclide and robd her, after he had betooke hym 
from thence to his heeles, light on his companion 
Bartol with his curtizan : whofe pleafing face hee 
had fcarce winkingly glaunc'd on, but he pickt a 
quarrell with Bartol to haue her from him. On 
this quarrell they fought, Bartol was wounded to 
the death, Efdras fled, and the faire dame left to 
go whither fhe would. This Bartol in the barbars 
fhoppe freely acknowledged, as both the barbar 
and his man, and other heere prefent can amply 
depofe. Depofed they were, their oathes went for 
currant, I was quit by proclamation, to the banifht 
Earle I came to render thankes: when thus he 
examind me and fchoold me. 

Countriman, tell mee what is the occasion of 
thy ftraying fo farre out of England to vifit this 
{(range Nation. If it bee languages, thou maift 
learne them at home ; nought but lafciuioufnes is 
to be learned here. Perhaps to be better accounted 
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/ than other of thy condition, thou ambitioufly 
vndertakeft this voyage: thefe infolent fancies 
are but Icarus fethers, whofe wanton wax melted 
againft the funne, will betray thee into a fea of 
confufion. The firft traueller was Cayn, and hee 
was called a vagabond runnagate on the face of 
the earth. Trauaile like the trauaile wherein 
Imithes put wilde horfes when they fhoo them, 
is good for nothing but to tame and bring men 
vnder. God had no greater curfe to lay vppon 
the IfraeliteSy than by leading them out of their 
owne countrey to Hue as flaues in a ftrange land. 
That which was their curfe, we Englifhmen count 
our chief bleflednes : he is no body that hath not 
traueld : we had rather liue as flaues in another 
land, croutch and cap, and bee feruile to euerie 
iealous Italians and proude Spaniards humor, where 
wee may neyther (peake, looke nor doo anie thing, 
but what pleafeth them : than liue as free-men 
and Lords in our owne countrey. He that is a 
traueller mud haue the backe of an afle to beare 
all, a tung like the tayle of a dog to flatter all, the 
mouth of a hog to eate what is fet before him, the 
eare of a merchant to heare all and fay nothing, 
and if this be not the higheft ftep of thraldome, 
there is no liberty or freedome. It is but a milde 
kind of fubiedtion to be the feruant of one matter 
at once, but when thou haft a thoufand thoufand 
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mafters, as the verieft botcher, tinker or cobler free 
borne wi] dominere ouer a foreigner, & think to bee 
his better or mailer in company : then fhalt thou 
finde theres no fuch hell, as to leaue thy fathers 
houfe (thy natural habitation) to Hue in the land 
of bondage. If thou doeft but lend halfe a looke 
to a Romans or Italians wife, thy porredge (hall 
bee prepared for thee, and coft thee nothing but 
thy life. Chance fome of them breake a bitter 
ieft on thee, and thou retortft it feuerly, or feemeft 
difcontented ; goe to thy chamber, & prouide a 
great banquet, for thou (halt bee fure to bee vifited 
with guefts in a mafke the next night, when in 
kindnes and courtfhip thy throate fhalbe cut, and 
the doers returne vndifcouered. Nothing fo long 
of memorie as a dog, thefe Italians are old dogs, 
and will carrie an iniurie a whole age in memorie. 
I haue heard of a box on the eare that hath been 
reuenged thirtie yeare after. The Neapolitane 
carrieth the bloudieft wreak / full minde, and is the 
mod fecrete Hearing murderer. Whereupon it is 
growne to a common prouerb, He giue him the 
Neapolitan fhrug, when one meanes to play the 
villaine, and makes no boaft of it. 

The onely precept that a traueller hath moft 
vfe of, and (hall finde moft eafe in, is that of 
Epicharchus, Vigila £5? memor Jis ne quid credas ; 
Beleeue nothing, truft no man : yet feeme thou as 
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thou fwallowedft all, fufpeftedft none, but wert 
eafie to be gulled by euery one. Multi fallere 
docuerunt (as Seneca faith) dum timent falli ; Many 
by fhowing their iealous fufpedfc of deceit, haue 
made men feek more fubtill meanes to deceiue 
them. Alas, our Englifhmen are the plaineft 
dealing fbules that euer God put life in: they 
are greedie of newes : and loue to be fed in their 
humors and heare themfelues flattered the beft 
that may be. Euen as Philemon a Comick Poet 
dyde with extreame laughter at the conceit of 
feeing an Afle eat fygges: fo haue the Italians 
no fuch fport, as to fee poore Englifh afles how 
foberly they fwallow Spanifh figges, deuour any 
hooke baited for them. He is not fit to trauell, 
that cannot with the Candians liue on ferpents, 
make nourifhing foode euen of poyfon. Rats and 
mice engender by licking one another: he muft 
licke, he muft croutch, he muft cogge, lye and 
prate, that either in the Court or a forraine 
Country will engender and come to preferment 
Bee his feature what it will, if he be faire fpoken 
he winneth frends : Non formofus erat> Jed erat 
facundas VlyJJes ; Vlyjfes the long traueller was 
not amiable, but eloquent. Some alleadge, they 
trauell to learne wit, but I am of this opinion, 
that as it is not poflible for anie man to learne 
the Arte of Memorie, whereof Tully, ^uintillian^ 
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Seneca^ and Hermann us Bu/chius haue written (o 
manie bookes, except he haue a naturall memorie 
before : fo is [it] not poflible for anie man to attaine 
anie great wit by trauell, except he haue the 
grounds of it rooted in him before. That wit 
which is thereby to be perfefted or made ftayd, 
is nothing but Experientia longa malorum; The 
experience of manie euills: the experience that 
fuch a man loft his life by this folly, another by 
that : fuch a young Gallant confumed his fubftance 
on fuch a Curtizan: thefe courfes of reuenge a 
Mer/ chant of Venice tooke againft a Merchant 
of Ferrara : and this poynt of iuftice was fhowed 
by the Duke vppon the murtherer. What is 
heere but wee may reade in bookes and a great 
deale more too, without ftirring our feete out of a 
warme ftudie. 

Vobis alii ventorum fralia narrent^ (faith Ouid) 
§}uajq ; S cilia infeftat^ quajue Chary bdis aquas. 
Let others tell you wonders of the winde, 
How Scilla or Charybdis is enclinde. 
Credite vos quod qui/que loquetur. 
Beleeue you what they fay, but neuer trie. 

So let others tell you ftraunge accidents, treafons, 
poyfonings, clofe packings in Fraunce, Spaine y and 
Italy : it is no harme for you to heare of them, 
but come not neere them. What is there in 
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France to be learnd more than in England^ but 
falfhood in fellowfhip, perfeft flouenrie, to loue 
no man but for my pleafure, to fweare Ah far la 
mort Dieu when a mans hammes are fcabd. For 
the idle Traueller, (I meane not for the Souldiour). 
1 haue knowen fome that haue continued there by 
the fpace of halfe a dozen yeare, and when they 
come home, they haue hyd a little weerifh leane 
face vnder a broad French hat, kept a terrible 
coyle with the duft in the ftreete in their long 
cloakes of gray paper, and (poke Englifh ftrangely. 
Nought elfe haue they profited by their trauell, 
faue learnt to diftinguifh of the true Burdeaux 
Grape, and knowe a cup of neate Ga/coygne wine, 
from wine of Orleance: yea, and peraduenture 
this alfo, to efteeme of the poxe as a pimple, to 
weare a veluet patch on their face, and walke 
melancholy with their armes folded. 

From Spaine, what bringeth our Traueller? a 
fcull cround hat of the fafhion of an olde deepe 
porringer, a diminutiue Aldermans ruffe with fhort 
firings like the droppings of a mans nofe, a clofe- 
bellied dublet comming downe with a peake be- 
hinde as farre as the crupper, and cut off before by 
the breaft-boane like a partlet or neckercher, a 
wyde payre of gafcoynes which vngatherd would 
make a couple of womens ryding kyrtles, huge 
hangers that haue halfe a Cowehyde in them, a 

n. v. 19 
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Rapyer that is lineally defcended from halfe a 
dozen Dukes at the leaft. Let his cloake be as / 
long or as fhort as you will : if long, it is fac'd 
with Turkey grogeran raueld ; if Ihort, it hath a 
cape like a calues tung, and is not fo deep in his 
whole length, nor hath fo much cloth in it I will 
iuftifie, as onely the (landing cape of a Dutchmans 
cloake. I haue not yet toucht all, for hee hath in 
eyther fhoo as much taffaty for his tyings, as would 
ferue for an ancient : which ferueth him (if you 
will haue the myfterie of it) of the owne accord 
for a fhoo-rag. A fouldior and a braggart he is 
(thats concluded) he ietteth ftrouting, dancing on 
his toes with his hands vnder his fides. If you 
talke with him, hee makes a difh-cloath of his 
owne Countrey in comparifon of Spaine, but if 
you vrge him more particularly wherein it exceeds, 
he can giue no inftance, but in Spaine they haue 
better bread than any we haue: when (poore 
hungry flaues) they may crumble it into water 
wel inough, and make mifons with it, for they 
haue not a good morfel of meate except it be 
fait pilchers to eate with it al the yere long : and 
which is more, they are poore beggers, and lye in 
foule ft raw euery night. Italy the paradice of the 
earth, and the Epicures heauen, how doth it forme 
our yong matter ? It makes him to kifle his hand 
like an ape, cringe his neck like a ftarueling, and 
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play at hey pafTe repafle come aloft, when hee 
falutes a man. From thence he brings the art of 
atheifme, the art of epicurifing, the art of whoring, 
the art of poyfoning, the art of Sodomitrie. The 
onely probable good thing they haue to keepe vs 
from vtterly condemning it, is, that it maketh 
a man an excellent Courtier, a curious carpet 
knight: which is by interpretation, a fine clofe 
leacher, a glorious hypocrite. It is now a priuie 
note amongft the better fort of men, when they 
would fet a Angular marke or brand on a notorious 
villaine, to fay, he hath been in Italy. 

With the Dane and the Dutchman I will not 
encounter, for they are fimple honeft men, that 
with Danaus daughters do nothing but fill bottom- 
les tubs, & wil be drunk & fnort in the midft 
of dinner : he hurts himfelfe onely that goes 
thether, hee cannot lightly be damnd, for the 
vintners, the brewers, the malt-men and ale-wiues 
praye for him. Pitch and pay, they will pray all 
day: fcore and borrow, they will wyfh / him 
much fbrrowe. But lightly a man is nere the 
better for their praiers, for they commit al deadly 
finne for the mod part of them in mingling their 
drinke, the vintners in the higheft degree. 

Why ieft I in fuch a neceflary perfwafiue dis- 
courfe ? I am a banifht exile from my countrie, 
though nere linkt in confanguinitie to the beft : an 
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Earle borne by birth, but a begger now as thou 
feeft. Thefe many yeres in Italy haue I liu'd an 
outlaw. A while I had a liberall penfion of the 
Pope, but that lafted not, for he continued not : 
one fucceeded him in his chaire, that card neither 
for Englifhmen nor his owne countrimen. Then 
was I driu'n to picke vp my crums amongft the 
Cardinals, to implore the beneuolence & charitie 
of al the Dukes of Italy \ whereby I haue fince 
made a poore ftiift to liue, but fo Hue, as I wifh my 
felfe a thoufand times dead. 

Cum patriam amifi, tunc me periijfe putato. 
When I was banifht, thinke I caught my bane. 

The fea is the natiue foyle to fifties : take fifties 
from the fea, they take no ioy, nor thriue, but 
perifti ftraight. So likewife the birds remoued 
from the aire (the abode wherto they were borne) 
the beafts from the earth, and I from England. 
Can a lambe take delight to be fuckled at the 
brefts of a fhe-wolfe? I am a lambe nouriftit 
with the milke of wolues, one that with the 
Ethiopians inhabiting ouer againft Meroe, feede 
on nothing but fcorpions : vfe is another nature, 
yet ten times more contentiue, were nature reftored 
to her kingdome from whence ftiee is excluded. 
Beleeue mee, no aire, no bread, no fire, no water 
agree with a man, or dooth him anye good out of 
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his owne countrey. Cold frutes neuer profper in 
a hot (bile, nor hot in a cold. Let no man for any 
tranfitorie pleafure fell away the inheritance of 
breathing he hath in the place where he was born. 
Get thee home my yong lad, lay thy bones peace- 
ably in the fepulcher of thy fathers, waxe olde in 
ouer-looking thy grounds, bee at hand to clofe 
the eyes of thy kinred. The diuell and I are 
defperate, he of being reftored to heauen, I of 
being recalled home. 

Here he held his peace and wept. I glad of 
any opportunitie of a full poynt to part from him, 
told him I tooke his counfaile / in worth, what lay 
in mee to requite in loue fhould not be lacking. 
Some bufinefle that concerned mee highly cald 
mee away verie haftely, but another time I hop'd 
wee fhould meete. Verie hardly he let me goe, 
but I earneftly ouer-pleading my occafions, at 
length he difmift mee, told mee where his lodging 
was, and charged mee to vifite him without excufe 
very often. 

Heeres a ftirre thought I to my felfe after I was 
fet at libertie, that is worfe than an vpbrayding 
leflbn after a britching : certainly if I had bethought 
mee like a rafcall as I was, hee fhould haue had an 
aue marie of mee for his cynicke exhortation. 
God plagud mee for deriding fuch a graue fatherly 
aduertifer. Lift the worft throw of ill luckes. 
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Tracing vp and downe the City to feeke my 
Curtizan till the euening began to growe well in 
age, it fortuned, the Element as if it had dronke 
too much in the after-noone, powrde downe fo 
profoundly, that I was forft to creepe like one 
afraid of the Watch clofe vnder the pentifes, where 
the cellar doore of a Iewes houfe called Zadoch 
(ouer which in my direft waye I did pafle) beeing 
vnbard on the in-fide, ouer head and eares I fell 
into it as a man falls in a (hip from the oreloope 
into the holde : or as in an earth-quake the ground 
fhould open, and a blind man come feeling pad 
pad ouer the open Gulph with his ftaffe, fhould 
ftumble on fodaine into hell. Hauing worne out 
the anguifh of my fall a little with wallowing vp 
and downe, I caft vp myne eyes to fee vnder 
what Continent I was: and loe, (O deftenie) I 
fawe my Curtizane kifling verie louingly with a 
prentife. My backe and my fides I had hurt with 
my fall, but now my head fweld & akt worfe than 
both. I was euen gathering winde to come vpon 
her with a full blaft of contumely, when the Iewe 
(awakde with the noyfe of my fall) came buttling 
downe the ftaires, and rayfing his other feruants, 
attacked both the Curtizane and mee for breaking 
his houfe, and confpiring with his prentife to rob 
him. 

It was then the lawe in Rome, that if anie man 
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had a fellon falne into his hands, eyther by breaking 
into his houfe, or robbing him by the high way, 
hee might choofe whether he would /make him 
his bond-man, or hang him. Zadoch (as all Jewes 
are couetous) cafting with himfelfe hee fhoald 
haue no benefite by cafting mee off the ladder, 
had another policie in his head : hee went to one 
DoAour Zacharie the popes phifition, that was a 
Iewe and his Countrey-man likewife, and told him 
hee had the fineft bargaine for him that might 
bee. It is not concealed from mee (fayth he) that 
the time of your accuftomed yearely Anatomie is 
at hand, which it behooues you vnder forfeiture of 
the foundation of your Colledge verie carefully to 
prouide for. The infe&ion is great, and hardly 
will you get a found bodie to deale vpon: you 
are my Countrey-man, therefore I come to you 
firft. Bee it knowen vnto you, I haue a young 
man at home falne to me for my bond-man, of 
the age of eighteene, of ftature tall, ftreight limm'd, 
of as cleere a completion as anie painters fancie 
can imagine ; goe too, you are an honeft man, 
and one of the fcattered Children of Abraham ; 
you fhall haue him for fiue hundred crownes. 
Let mee fee him quoth Do&our Zacharie, and I 
will giue you as much as another. Home hee 
fent for mee, pinnioned and fhackeld I was trans- 
ported alongft the ftreete : where pafling vnder 
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Iulianaes the Marques of Mantuaes wiues window, 
that was a luftie Bona Roba> one of the popes 
concubines, as (he had her cafement halfe open, 
(he lookt out and fpide me. At the firft fight 
(he was enamored with my age and beardles face, 
that had in it no ill figne of phifiognomie fatall to 
fetters : after mee (he fent to know what I was, 
wherein I had offended, and whether I was going ? 
My condufts refolued them all. She hauing re- 
ceiued this anfwere, with a luftfull collachrimation 
lamenting my Iewi(h Premunire, that bodie and 
goods I (hould lyght into the hands of fuch a 
curfed generation, inuented the meanes of my 
releafe. 

But firft He tel you what betided me after I 
was brought to Dodour Zacharies. The purblind 
Dodour put on his fpedtacles and lookt vppon 
mee : and when he had throughly viewd my face, 
hee caufed mee to be ftript naked, to feele and 
grope whether each lim were (bund, and my (kin 
not infedted. Then hee pierft my arme to fee 
how my bloud ranne : which / aflayes and fearch- 
ings ended, he gaue Zadoch his full price and fent 
him away, then lockt mee vp in a darke chamber 
till the day of anatomic 

O the cold fweating cares which I conceiued 
after I knew I (hould be cut like a French fummer 
dublet. Methought already the bloud began to 
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gufh out at my nofe : if a flea on the arme had 
but bit me, I deemed the inftrument had prickt 
me. Well, well, I maye fcoffe at a fhrowde turne, 
but theres no fuch readye waye to make a man a 
true Chriftian, as to perfwade himfelfe he is taken 
vp for an anatomic He depofe I praied then 
more than I did in feauen yeare before. Not a 
drop of fweate trickeled downe my breaft and my 
fides, but I dreamd it was a fmooth edgde razor 
tenderly flicing down my breaft and my fides. If 
any knockt at doore, I fuppofed it was the beadle 
of Surgeons Hall come for mee. In the night I 
dreamd of nothing but Phlebotomie, bloudy fluxes, 
incarnatiues, running vlcers. I durft not let out 
a wheale for feare through it I fhould bleed to 
death. For meate in this diftance I had plum 
porredge of purgations miniftred mee one after 
another to clarifie my bloud, that it fhould not 
lve doddered in the flefh. Nor did he it fo much 

# 

for clarifying phificke, as to faue charges. Mifer- 
able is that moufe that Hues in a Phifitions houfe. 
Tantalus Hues not fo hunger-ftarud in hell, as fhee 
doth there. Not the very crums that fall from 
his table, but Zachary fweepes together, and of 
them mouldes vp a Manna. Of the afhie parings 
of his bread, he would make conferue of chippings. 
Out of boanes after the meate was eaten off, hee 
would alchumize an oyle, that he fold for a 
n. v. 20 



154 THE VNFORTVNATE TRAVELLER. 

fhilling a dramme. His fnot and fpittle a hundred 
tymes he hath put ouer to hys Apothecarie for 
fnowe water. Any Spider he would temper to 
perfedt Mithridate. His rheumatique eyes when 
he went in the winde, or rofe early in a morning, 
dropt as coole allom water as you would requeft. 
He was dame Niggardize fole heyre and executor. 
A number of olde bookes had he eaten with 
the moathes and wormes : now all daye would not 
hee ftudye a dodkin, but picke thofe wormes and 
moathes out of his Librarie, and of their mixture 
make a preferuatiue againft the plague. The / 
licour out of his fhooes he would wring to make 
a facred balfamum againft barrennes. Spare we 
him a line or two, & looke backe to Iuliana, who 
conflicted in hir thoughts about me verie debate- 
fully, aduentured to fend a meflenger to Dodtour 
ZacJiarie in her name, verie boldly to beg me of 
him, and if fhee might not beg me, to buy me 
with what fummes of monie fo euer he would 
a(ke. Zacharie iewifhly and churlifhly withftood 
both her futes, and fayde if there were no more 
Chriftians on the earth, he would thruft his 
incifion knife into his throate-houle immediatly. 
Which replie (he taking at his hands moft 
defpitefully, thought to crofle him ouer the fhins 
with as fore an ouer whart blow yet ere a moneth 
f to an end. The pope (I knowe not whether at 
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her intreatie or no) within two dayes after fell 
ficke, Doctor Zacharie was fent for to minifter 
vnto him, who feeing a little danger in his water, 
gaue him a gentle comfortatiue for the ftomack, 
and defired thofe neere about him to perfwade 
his holynes to take fome reft, and hee doubted 
not but he would be forthwith well. Who (hould 
receiue this mild phificke of him but the con- 
cubine Juliana his vtter enimie: fhee beeing not 
vnprouided of ftrong poifon at that inftant, in 
the popes outward chamber fo mingled it, that 
when his grande fublimitie tafter came to relifh it, 
he funke downe ftarke dead on the pauement. 
Herewith the pope cald Iuliana y and a(kt her 
what ftrong concofted broth (he had brought 
him. She kneeled downe on her knees, and fayd 
it was fuch as Zacharie the lew had deliuered 
her with his owne hands, and therefore if it 
mifliked his holines (he craued pardon. The 
pope without further fifting into the matter, 
would haue had Zacharie and all Iewes in Rome 
put to death, but (hee hung about his knees, & 
with crocodile teares defired him the fentence 
might bee lenified, and they be all but baniftit 
at moft. For doftor Zachary quoth (he, your ten 
times vngrateful phifition, fince notwithftanding 
his trecherous intent, he hath much art, and 
many foueraigne fimples, oiles, gargarifmes and 
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firups in his clofet and houfe that may ftand your 
migh tines in ftead, I begge all his goodcs onely 
for your beatitudes preferuation and good. This 
requeft at the firft was fealed with a kifle, and 
the pope's edidt without delaye proclaimed 
throughout Rome, namely, that all fore-flcinne 
clippers, whether male or female, belonging to 
the old Iurie, fhould depart and auoyde vpon 
payne of hanging within twentie dayes after the 
date thereof. 

luli an a two dayes before the proclamation 
came out, fent her feruants to extend vppon 
Zacharies territories, his goods, his mooueables, 
his chattels and his feruants: who perfourmed 
their commiflion to the vtmoft title, and left him 
not fo much as mafter of an vrinall cafe or a 
candle boxe. It was about fixe a clock in the 
euening, when thofc boot-halers entred : into 
my chamber they rufht, when I fate leaning on 
my elbow, and my left hand vnder my fide, 
deuifing what a kinde of death it might be to be 
let bloud till a man dye. I cald to minde the 
aflertion of fome Philofophers, who faid the foule 
was nothing but bloud : then thought I, what a 
filthie thing were this, if I fhould let my foulc 
fall and breake his necke into a bafon. I had 
but a pimple rofe with heate in that part of the 
veyne where they vfe to pricke, and I fearfully 
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mifdeemed it was my foule fearching for paflage. 
Fie vppon it, a mans breath to bee let out a 
backe-doore, what a villanie it is? To dye bleed- 
ing is all one as if a man (hould dye pifling. 
Good drink makes good bloud, fo that pifle is 
nothing but bloud vnder age. Seneca and Lucan 
were lobcockes to choofe that death of all other : 
a pigge or a hogge or anie edible brute beaft a 
cooke or a butcher deales vpon, dyes bleeding. 
To dye with a pricke, wherewith the fainteft 
hearted woman vnder heauen would not be kild, 
O God it is infamous. 

In this meditation did they feaze vpon mee, in 
my cloake they muffled mee that no man might 
knowe mee, nor I fee which way I was carried. 
The firft ground I toucht after I was out of 
Zacharies houfe, was the Countefle lulianaes 
chamber : little did I furmife that fortune referued 
me to fo faire a death. I made no other reckon- 
ing all the while they had mee on their fhoulders, 
but that I was on horfe-backe to heauen, and 
carried to Church on a beere, excluded for euer 
for drinking anie more ale or beere. luliana 
fcornfully queftioned them thus (as if I had falne 
into her hands beyond expectation), what a proper 
apple-fquire is this you bring fo fufpitioufly into 
my chamber ? what hath he done ? or where had 
you / him? They aunfwered likewife a farre of, 
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that in one of Zacharies chambers they found him 
clofe prifner, and thought themfelues guiltie of 
the breach of her Ladifhips commaundemcnt if 
they fhould haue left him behinde. O quoth 
(he, ye loue to bee double diligent, or thought 
peraduenture that I being a lone woman flood 
in neede of a loue. Bring you me a princockes 
beardleflc boy (I know not whence hee is, nor 
whether he would) to call my name in fufpenfe ? 
I tell you, you haue abufed me, and I can hardly 
brook it at your hands. But you fhould haue 
lead him to the Magistrate; no commiffion 
receiued you of me but for his goods and his 
feruants. They befought her to excufe their 
ouerweening errour, it proceeded from a zealous 
care of their dutie, and no negligent default But 
why fhould not I coniedture the worft, quoth 
fhee? I tell you troth, I am halfe in a iealozie 
hee is fome fantafticall amorous yonckfter, who 
to difhonor me hath hyr'd you to this ftratagem. 
It is a likely matter that fuch a man as Zacharie 
fhould make a prifon of his houfe, and deale in 
matters of ft ate. By your leaue fir gallant, 
vnder locke and key fhal you ftay with me, till I 
haue enquirde further of you, you fhall be fifted 
thoroughly ere you and I part Goe maide fhew 
him to the further chamber at the end of the 
gallerie that lookes into the garden : you my 
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trim pandars I pray garde him thether as you 
tooke paines to bring him hether. When you 
haue fo done, fee the dores be made faft, and 
come your way. Heere was a wily wench had 
her liripoop without book, (he was not to feeke in 
her knackes and (hifts : fuch are all women, not 
one of them but hath a cloak for the raine, and 
can bleare her hufbands eyes as (he lift. Not too 
much of this madam Marques at once : wele 
ftep a little backe, and dilate what Zadoch the 
lew did with my curtizan, after he had fold me 
to Zacharie. Of an ill tree I hope you are not 
fo ill fighted in grafting to expedt good frute : he 
was a lew, & intreated her like a lew. Vnder 
(hadow of enforcing her to tell how much 
money (he had of his prentice fo to bee trayned 
to his cellar, hee ftript her, and fcourgd her from 
top to toe tantara. Day by day hee difgefted his 
meate with leading her the meafures. A diamond 
Delphinicall drye leachour it was. 

The / ballet of the whipper of late dayes here 
in England, was but a fcoffe in comparifon of 
him. All the colliers of Romford, who hold their 
corporation by yarking the blind beare at Paris 
garden, were but bunglers to him, he had the 
right agility of the lafti, there were none of them 
could make the cord come aloft with a twange 
halfe like him. Marke the ending, marke the 
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ending. The tribe of Iuda is adiudged from 
Rome to bee trudging, they may no longer be 
lodged there, all the Albumazers, Rabifacks, 
Gedeons, Tebiths, Benhadads, Benrodans, Zede- 
chiahs, Halies of them were banquerouts and 
tumd out of houfe and home. Zacharie came 
running to Zadochs in fack cloth and afhes pre- 
fently after his goods were confifcated and tolde 
him how he was ferued, and what decree was 
comming out againft them all. Defcriptions (land 
by, heere is to be exprefled the furie of Lucifer 
when he was turnd ouer heauen barre for a 
wrangler. There is a toad fifh, which taken out 
of the water fwels more than one would thinke 
his {kin could holde, and burfts in his face that 
toucheth him. So fwelled Zadoch and was readie 
to burft out of his (kinne, and fhoote his bowels 
like chaine-fhot full at Zacharies face for bringing 
him fuch balefull tidings, his eies glared and burnt 
blewe like brimftone and aqua vita fet on fire in 
an egfhell, his verie nofe lightned glow-wormes, 
his teeth crafht and grated together, like the ioynts 
of a high building cracking and rocking like a 
cradle, when as a tempeft takes her full but 
againft his broad fide. He fwore, he curft, and 
faid, thefe be they that worfhippe that crucifide 
God of Nazareth, heres the fruits of their new- 
found gofpell : fulphur and gunpowder carry them 
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all quick to Gehenna. I would fpend my foule 
willingly, to haue this triple headed Pope with all 
his fin-abfblued whoores, and oile-greafed priefts 
borne with a blacke fant on the deuills backes in 
proceflion to the pit «of perdition. Would I might 
finke prefently into ^ earth, fo I might blow vp 
this Rome, this whore of Babylon into the aire 
with my breath. If I muft be banifht, if thofe 
heathen dogs will needes rob me of my goodes, 
I wyll poifon their fprings and conduit heades, 
whence they receiue all their water round about 
the citie; He rice all the yong children into my 
houfe that I can get, and cutting their throates 
barrell / them vp in poudring beefe tubbes, and fo 
fend them to viftuall the popes galley es. Ere 
the officers come to extend, He beftow a hundred 
pound on a doale of bread, which He caufe to 
bee kneaded with Scorpions oyle that may kill 
more than the plague. He hire them that make 
their wafers or facramentarie gods to minge them 
after the fame fort, fo in the zeale of their fuper- 
ftitious religion, (hall they languifh and droup like 
carrion. If there be euer a blafphemous coniurer 
that can call the windes from their brazen caues, 
and make the cloudes trauell before their rime, He 
giue him the other hundred pounds to difturbe 
the heauens a whole weeke together with thunder 
and lightning, if it bee for nothing but to fowre all 
n. v. 21 
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the wines in Rome, and turne them to vineger. As 
long as they haue either oyle or wine, this plague 
feedes but pinglingly vpon them. 

Zadoch, Zadoch faid DoAor Zacharie, (cutting 
him off) thou threatened the aire, whiles wee 
periih heere on earth. It is the Countefle Juliana 
the Marquefle of Mantua s wife and no other, that 
hath complotted our confufion. Afke not how, 
but infift in my words, and aflift in reuenge. 

As how, as how, faid Zadoch, fhrugging and 
fhrubbing. More happie than the Patriarches 
were I, if crufht to death with the greateft tor- 
ments Romes tyrants haue tride, there might be 
quinteflenft out of me one quart of precious 
poyfon. I haue a leg with an iflue, (hall I cut 
it off, and from his fount of corruption extraft a 
venome worfe than anie ferpents? If thou wilt, 
He goe to a houfe that is infefted, where catching 
the plague, and hauing got a running fore vpon 
me, He come and deliuer her a fupplication, and 
breathe vpon her. I know my breath ftinkes (b 
alreadie, that it is within halfe a degree of poyfon. 
He pay her home if I perfeft it with anie more 
putrifadtion. 

No, no brother Zadoch anfwered Zacharie, that 
is not the way. Canft thou prouide mee ere a 
bond-maide, indued with Angular & diuine quali- 
fied beautie, whom as a prefent from our fynagogue 
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thou maift commend vnto her, defiring her to be 
good and gracious vnto vs ? 

I haue, I am for you quoth Zadoch : Diamante 
come forth. Heeres / a wench (fayd he) of as 
cleare a fkin as Sufanna, fhee hath not a wemme 
on her flefh from the foale of the foote to the 
crowne of the head : how thinke you matter 
do<ftor, will fhee not feme the turne? 

She will, faid Zacharie\ and therefore He tell 
you what charge I would haue committed to her. 
But I care not if I difclofe it onely to her. Maid 
(if thou beeft a maid) come hether to mee, thou 
mutt be fent to the Countefle of Mantuaes about a 
fmall peece of feruice, whereby being now a bond 
woman thou fhalt purchafe freedome, and gaine a 
large dowrie to thy marriage. I know thy matter 
loues thee derely though hee will not let thee 
perceiue fo much; hee intends after hee is dead 
to make thee his heire, for he hath no children : 
pleafe htm in that I (hall inftrudt thee and thou 
art made for euer. So it is, that the pope is farre 
out of liking with the countefle of Mantua his 
concubine, and hath put his truft in me his phifi- 
tion to haue her quietly and charitably made away. 
Now I cannot intend it, for I haue manie cures in 
hand which call vpon me hourely: thou if thou 
beeft plac'd with her as her waiting maid or cup- 
bearer, maift temper poyfon with her broth, her 
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meate, her drinke, her oyles, her (irrups, and 
neuer bee bewraid. I will not fay whether the 
pope hath heard of thee, and thou maid come 
to bee his lemman in her place, if thou behaue 
thy felfe wifely. What, haft thou the heart to go 
thorough with it or no? Diamante deliberating 
with her felfe in what hellifh feruitude (he liu'd 
with the lew, and that (he had no likelihood to 
he releaft of it, but fall from euill to worfe if flic 
omitted this opportunitie, refigned her felfe ouer 
wholly to be difpofed and emploied as teemed beft 
vnto them. Therupon, without further confuta- 
tion, her wardrop was richly rigd, her tongue 
fmooth fil'd & new edg'd on the whetftone, her 
drugs deliuered her, and prefented (he was by 
Zadoch her mafter to the countefle, together with 
fome other (light new-fangles, as from the whole 
congregation, defiring her to ftand their merciful 
miftrefle, and follicite the Pope for them, that 
through one mans ignorant offence were all gene- 
rally in difgrace with him, and had incurred the 
cruell fentence of lofle of goods and banifliment. 

luli ana liking wel the pretie round face of my 
black browd Diamante^ gaue the lew better coun- 
tenance than otherwife (he would haue done, and 
told him for her owne part (hee was but a priuate 
woman, and could promife nothing confidently of 
his holines : for though he had fuffred him felfe to 
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bee ouer-ruled by her in fome humors, yet in this 
that tutcht him fo nerely, fhe knew not how he 
would be enclind : but what lay in her either to 
pacific or perfwade him they fhould be fure of, 
and fo crau'd his abfence. 

His back turnd, fhee afkt Diamante what 

countrey woman fhe was, what frends fhe had, 

and how fhe fell into the hands of that lew? 

She anfwered, that fhe was a Magnificoes daughter 

of Venice^ ftolne when fhe was yong from her 

frends, and fold to this lew for a bond-woman, 

who (quoth fhe) hath vfde me fo iewifhly and 

tyrannoufly, that for euer I muft celebrate the 

memorie of this day, wherein I am deliuered 

from his iurifdiftion. Alas (quoth fhe deep 

fighing) why did I enter into anie mention of 

my owne mifufage? It will be thought that 

that which I am now to reueale, proceeds of 

mallice not truth. Madam, your life is fought 

by thefe Iewes that fue to you. Blufh not, nor 

be troubled in your minde, for with warning I 

(hall arme you againft all their intentions. Thus 

and thus (quoth fhe) faid doftor Zacharie vnto 

me, this poyfon he deliuered me. Before I was 

.cald in to them, fuch and fuch confutation 

through the creuife of the dore faft lockt did I 

heare betwixt them. Denie it if they can, I will 

iuftifie it: onely I befeech you to be fauorable 
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Ladie vnto me, and let me not fall againe into 
the hands of thofe vipers. 

Iuliana faid little but thought vnhappely, onely 
(he thankt her for detecting it, and vowed though 
(he were her bond woman to be a mother vnto 
her. The poyfon fhe tooke of her, and fet it 
vp charily on a (helfe in her clofet, thinking to 
keepe it for fome good purpofes : as for example, 
when I was confumed and worne to the bones 
through her abufe, (he would giue me but a 
dram too much, and pop mee into a priuie. So 
(hee had feru'd fome of her paramours ere that, 
and if God had not fent Diamante to be my 
redeemer, vndoubtedly I had drunke of the fame 
cup. 

In / a leafe or two before was I lockt vp : heere 
in this page the forefaid goodwife Counteffe 
comes to me; (hee is no longer a iudge but a 
client. How (he came, in what maner of attyre, 
with what immodeft and vncomely words (hee 
courted me, if I (hould take vpon me to enlarge, 
all modeft eares would abhorre me. Some incon- 
uenience (he brought me too by her harlot-like 
behauiour, of which inough I can neuer repent me. 

T.et that bee forgiu'n and forgotten, fleftily de- 
lights could not make her flothful or flumb'ring 
in reuenge againft Zadoch. Shee fet men about 
him to incenfe and egge him on in courfes of 
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di ^contentment, and other fuperuifing efpialls, to 
plye followe and fpurre forward thofe fuborning 
incenfers. Both which playd their parts fo, that 
Zadoch of his owne nature violent, fwore by the 
arke of Iehoua to fet the whole citie on fire ere 
he went out of it. Zacharie after he had furnifht 
the wench with the poyfon, and giu'n her in- 
ftru&ions to goe to the deuill, durft not ftaye 
one houre for feare of difclofing, but fled to the 
Duke of Burbofty that after fackt Rome, & there 
pra&ifed with his baftardfhip all the mifchief 
againft the pope and Rome that enuie could put 
into his minde. Zadoch was left behinde for the 
hangman. According to his oath, he prouided 
balls of wilde fire in a readines, and laid traines 
of gunpowder in a hundred feuerall places of 
the citie to blow it vp, which hee had fet fire 
too, as alfo bandied his balls abroad, if his 
attendant fpies had not taken him with f manner. 
To the ftraighteft prifon in Rome he was dragged, 
where from top to toe he was clogd with fetters 
and manacles. Juliana informed the pope of 
Zacharies and his praftife: Zachary was fought 
for, but non eft inuentus, he was packing long 
before. Commaundement was giu'n, that Zadoch 
whom they had vnder hand and feale of locke 
and key, fhould be executed with all the fiery 
torments that could be found out. 
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He make ftiort worke, for I am fure I haue 
wearied all my readers. To the execution place 
was he brought, where firft and formoft he was 
ftript, then on a fharpe yron ftake Faftened in 
the ground, had he his fundament pitcht, which 
ftake ran vp along into his bodie like a (pit ; 
vnder his armc-hoales two /of like fort; a great 
bon-fire they made round about him, wherewith 
his flefh rofted not burnd : and euer as with the 
heate his flcinne bliftered, the fire was drawne 
afide, and they bailed him with a mixture of 
Aqua fortis, allam water, and Mercury (iibli- 
matum, which fmarted to the very foule of him, 
and fearcht him to the marrowe. Then did they 
lcourge hys backe parts fo bliftered and bafted, 
with burning whips of red hot wire: his head 
they noynted ouer with pitch and tarre, and fo 
enflamed it. To his priuie members they tied 
ftreaming fier-workes, the flcinne from the creft 
of his (boulder, as alfo from his elbowes, his 
huckle bones, his knees, his ankles they pluckt 
and gnaw'd off with fparkling pincers : hys breaft 
and his belly with feale fkins they grated ouer, 
which as faft as they grated & rawed, one ftoode 
ouer and lau'd with fmithes cindry water and 
aqua vita : his nayles they halfe raifed vp, and 
then vnder- propt them with fharpe prickes like 
a taylers (hop windcwe halfe open on a holiday : 
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euerie one of his fingers they rent vp to the 
wrift: his toes they brake off by the rootes, 
and let them ftill hang by a little fkinne. In 
conclufion, they had a fmall oyle fire, fuch as 
men blow light bubbles of glafle with, and be- 
ginning at his feet, they let him lingringly burne 
vp limine by limme, till his hart was confumed, 
and then he died. Triumph women, this was 
the end of the whipping lew, contriued by a 
woman, in reuenge of two men, her felfe and 
her maid. 

I haue told you or fhould tell you in what credit 
Diamante grew with her miftres. Juliana neuer 
dreamed but fhe was an authenticall maide : fhe 
made her the chiefe of her bed chamber, fhe 
appointed none but her to look into me, and 
ferue me of fuch neceflaries as I lacked. You muft 
fuppofe when wee met there was no fmall reioycing 
on either part, much like the three Brothers that 
went three feuerall wayes to feeke their fortunes, 
and at the yeres end at thofe three crofTe waies 
met againe, and told one another how they fped : 
fo after we had been long afunder feeking our 
fortunes, wee commented one to another moft 
kindly, what crofTe haps had encountred vs. Nere 
a fixe houres but the CountefTe cloyd mee with her 
companie. It grew to this paffe, that either I muft 
finde out fome / miraculous meanes of efcape, or 

n. v. 22 
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drop away in a confumption, as one pin'd for lacke 
of meate : I was cleane fpcnt and done, there was 
no hope of me. 

The yere held on his courfe to domefday, when 
Saint Peters day dawned. That day is a day of 
fupreme folemnitie in Rome, when the EmbafTador 
of Spaine comes and prefents a milke white iennet 
to the pope, that kneeles downe vppon his owne 
accord in token of obeifaunce and humilitie before 
him, and lets him ftride on his backe as eaiie as 
one ftrides ouer a blocker with this iennet is 
offered a rich purfe of a yard length, full of Peter- 
pence. No mufique that hath the gift of vtterance, 
but founds all the while : coapes and coftly veft- 
ments decke the hoarfeft and beggerlieft finging 
man, not a clarke or fexten is abfent, no nor a 
mule nor a foote-cloth belonging to anie cardinal!, 
but attends on the taile of the triumph. The pope 
himfelfe is borne in his pontificalibus thorough the 
Burgo (which is the cheefe ftreete in Rome) to the 
Embaffadors houfe to dinner, and thether reforts 
all the aflembly : where if a Poet fhould fpend all 
his life time in defcribing a banquet he could not 
feaft his auditors halfe fo wel with words, as he 
doth his guefts with iunkets. 

To this feaft Iuliana addreffed her felfe like 
an Angell : in a littour of greene needle-worke 
wrought like an arbor, and open on euerie fide 
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was fhe borne by foure men, hidden vnder cloth 
rough plufhed and wouen like eglantine and wood- 
bine. At the foure corners it was topt with foure 
round chriftaU cages of Nightingales. For foote 
men, on either fide of her went foure virgins clad 
in lawne, with lutes in their hands, playing. Next 
before her two and two in order, a hundred pages 
in futes of white ciprefTe, and long horfe-mens 
coates of cloth of filuer : who being all in white, 
aduanced euery one of them her pifture, enclofed 
in a white round fcreene of feathers, fuch as is 
carried ouer great Princefles heads when they ride 
in fummer, to keepe them from the heate of the 
fun. Before the went a foure-fcore bead women 
fhe maintaind in greene gownes, fcattring ftrowing 
hearbs and floures. After her followed the blinde, 
the halt and the lame, fumptuoufly apparailed 
like Lords : and thus paft fhe on to Saint Peters. 
Interea / quid agitur dorni, how ift at home all this 
while. My curtizan is left my keeper, the keyes 
are committed vnto her, fhe is miftres fac totum. 
Again ft our countefle we confpire, packe vp all 
her iewels, plate, money that was extant, and to 
the water fide fend them : to conclude, couragi- 
oufly rob her, and run away. Quid non aurijacra 
fames ? What defame will not golde falue. Hee 
miftooke himfelfe that inuented the prouerbe, 
Dimicandum eft pro aris &? focis: for it fhould 
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haue been pro auro & fama: not for altares and 
fires we muft contend, but for gold and fame. 

Oares nor winde could not ftirre nor blow 
fafter, than we toyld out of Tiber ; a number of 
good fellowes would giue fize ace and the dice 
that with as little toyle they could leaue Tyburne 
behinde them. Out of ken we were ere the Coun- 
tefle came from the feaft. When fhe returned and 
found her houfe not fo much peftred as it was 
wont, her chefts, her clofets and her cupbords 
broke open to take aire, and that both I and my 
keeper was miffing : O then fhee fared like a 
franticke Bacchinall, fhe ftampt, fhe ftar'd, fhee 
beate her head againft the walls, fcratcht her face, 
bit her fingers, and ftrewd all the chamber with 
her haire. None of her feruants durft ftay in her 
fight, but fhe beate them out in heapes and bad 
them goe feeke fearch they knew not where, and 
hang themfelues, and neuer looke her in the face 
more, if they did not hunt vs out. After her 
furie had reafonably fpent it felfe, her breaft began 
to fwell with the mother, caufed by her former 
fretting & chafing, and fhe grew verie ill at eafe. 
Wherevppon fhee knockt for one of her maids, 
and bad her run into her clofet, and fetch her a 
little glafTe that flood on the vpper fhelfe, wherein 
there vrnsfpiritus vini. The maid went, & miftak- 
ing tooke the glafTe of poyfon which Diamante 
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had giu'n her, and fhe kept in ftore for me. Com- 
ming with it as faft as her legs could carrie her, 
her miftres at her returne was in a fwound, and 
lay for dead on the floore, whereat fhe fhrikt out, 
and fel a rubbing & chafing her very bufily. 
When that would not ferue, fhe tooke a keye and 
opened her mouth, and hauing heard that fpiritus 
vini was a thing of mightie operation, able to call 
a man from death to life, fhee tooke the poyfbn, 
and verely thinking it to / be fpiritus vini (fuch as 
fhe was fent for) powrd a large quantitie of it into 
her throate, and iogd on her backe todifgeft it. It 
reuiu'd her with a merrie vengeance, for it kilde 
her outright : only fhe awakend and lift vp her 
hands, but fpake nere a word. Then was the 
maid in her grandames beanes, and knew not what 
fhould become of her : I heard the Pope tooke 
pitie on her, and becaufe her trefpafle was not 
voluntary but chance-medly, he affigned her no 
other punifhment but this, to drinke out the reft 
of the poyfon in the glafle that was left, and fo 
goe fcot-free. We carelefTe of thefe mifchances, 
helde on our flight, and faw no man come after vs 
but we thought had purfued vs. A theefe they 
fay miftakes euerie bufh for a true man ; the winde 
ratled not in anie bufh by the way as I rode, but 
I ftraight drew my rapier. To Bolognia with a 
merrie gale wee pofted, where wee lodged our 
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felues in a blinde ftreete out of the way, and kept 
fecret manie dayes : but when we perceiued we 
faild in the hauen, that the winde was layd, and 
no alarum made after vs, we boldly came abroad : 
& one day hearing of a more defperat murdrer 
than Cayn that was to be executed, we followed 
the multitude, and grutcht not to lend him our 
eyes at his laft parting. 

Who fhould it bee but one Cutwolfe, a wearifh 
dwarfifh writhen fac'd cobler, brother to Bartoll 
the Italian that was confederate with Efdras of 
Granado, and at that time ftole away my curtizan, 
when he rauifht Heraclide. 

It is not fo naturall for me to epitomize his 
impietie, as to heare him in his owne perfon 
fpeake vppon the wheele where he was to 
fuffer. 

Prepare your eares and your teares, for neuer 
till this thruft I anie tragicall matter vpon you. 
Strange and wonderfull are Gods iudgements, 
heere fhine they in their glory. Chaft Heraclide, 
thy bloud is laid vp in heauens treafurie, not one 
drop of it was loft, but lent out to vfurie : water 
powred forth finkes downe quietly into the earth, 
but bloud fpilt on the ground fprinkles vp to the 
firmament. Murder is wide-mouthd and will not 
let God reft till he grant reuenge. Not onely the 
bloud of the flaughtred innocent, but the foule 
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9 afcendeth to his throne, and thsre cries out & 

exclaimes for iuftice and / recompence. Guiltles 
lbules that Hue euerie houre fubieft to violence, 
and with your defpairing feares doo much empaire 
Gods prouidence: fatten your eyes on this fpec- 
tacle that will adde to your faith. Referre all 
your oppreflions afflictions and iniuries to the euen 
ballanced eye of the Almightie; hee it is, that 
when your patience fleepeth, will bee moft exceed- 
ing mindful of you. 

This is but a glofe vpon the text : thus Cutwolfe 
begins his infulting oration. 

Men and people that haue made holy-daie to 
behold my pained flefh toile on the wheele. Ex- 
pert not of me a whining penitent flaue, that fhal 
do nothing but crie and faie his praiers, and fb 
be crufht in peeces. My bodie is little, but my 
• minde is as great as a Giants : the foule which 

is in mee, is the verie foule of Iulius C<efar by 
reuerfion. My name is Cutwolfe, neither better 
nor worfe by occupation than a poore cobler of 
Verona : coblers are men, and kings are no more. 
The occafion of my comming hether at this pre- 
fent, is to haue a fewe of my bones broken (as we 
are all borne to die) for being the death of the 
Emperour of homicides E/dras of Granado. About 
two yeares fince in the ftreetes of Rome he flew the 
onely and eldeft brother I had named Bartoll> in 
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quarrelling about a curtizan. The newes brought 
to me as I was fitting in my (hop vnder a ftall, 
knocking in of tackes, I think I raiicl vp my 
bridles, (bide pritch-aule, fpunge, blacking-tub, 
and punching yron, bought mec rapier and piftoll, 
and to goe I went. Twentie months together I 
purfued him, from Rome to Naples, from Naples 
to Caiete, patting ouer the riuer, from Caiete to 
Syenna, from Syenna to Florence, from Florence to 
Parma, from Parma to Pauia, from Paula to Syon y 
from Syon to Geneua, from Geneua back againe 
towards Rome : where in the way it was my 
chance to meet him in the nicke here at Bolognia y 
as I will tell you how. I faw a great fray in the 
ftreetcs as I pad along, and manie fwords walking, 
whereupon drawing neerer, and enquiring who 
they were, anfwer was returned mee it was that 
notable Bandetto Efdras of Gran ado, O fo I was 
tickled in the fpleene with that word, my heart 
hopt & daunft, my elbowes itcht, my fingers 
friflct, I / wift not what ftiould become of my 
fcete, nor knew what I did for ioy. The fray 
parted. I thought it not conuenient to fingle him 
out (being a fturdie knaue) in the ftreet, but to 
(lay till I had got him at more aduantage. To 
his lodging I dogd him, lay at the dore all night 
where hee entred, for feare hee fhould giue me 
the flip anie way. Betimes in the morning I rung 
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the bell and crau'd to fpeake with him : vp to 
his chamber dore I was brought, where knocking, 
hee rofe in his fhirt and let me in, and when he 
was entred, bad me lock the dore and declare my 
arrant, and (o he flipt to bed againe. 

Marrie this quoth I is my arrant. Thy name 
is Efdras of Granado is it not ? Moft treacheroufly 
thou flewft my brother Bartoll about two yeres 
agoe in the ftreetes of Rome: his death am I 
come to reuenge. In queft of thee euer fince, 
aboue three thoufand miles haue I trauaild. I 
haue begd to maintaine me the better part of the 
way, onely becaufe I would intermit no time from 
my purfute in going backe for monie. Now haue 
I got thee naked in my power, die thou (halt, 
though my mother and my grandmother dying 
did intreate for thee. I haue promift the diuell 
thy foule within this houre, breake my word I 
will not : in thy breaft I intend to burie a bullet. 
Stirre not, quinch not, make no noyfe : for if thou 
doft it will be worfe for thee. 

^)uoth Efdras, what euer thou bee at whofe 
mercie I lye, fpare me, and I wil giue thee as 
much gold as thou wilt afke. Put me to anie 
paines, my life referued, and I willingly will fuftaine 
them : cut off my armes and legs, and leaue me as 
a lazar to fome loathfome fpittle, where I may 
but Hue a yeare to pray and repent me. For thy 

n. v. 23 
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brothers death the defpayre of minde that hath 
euer fince haunted mee, the guiltie gnawing worme 
of conference I feele may bee fufficient penaunce. 
Thou canft not fend me to fuch a hell, as alreadie 
there is in my hart. To difpatch me prefently is 
no reuenge, it wil foone be forgotten : let me dye 
a lingring death, it will be remembred a great 
deale longer. A lingring death maye auaile my 
foule, but it is the illeft of ills that can befortune 
my bodie. For my foules health I beg my bodies 
torment: bee not thou a diuell to torment my 
foule, and fend me to eternall damnation. / Thy 
ouer-hanging fword hides heauen from my fight, 
I dare not looke vp, leaft I embrace my deaths- 
wound vnwares. I cannot pray to God, and plead 
to thee both at once. Ay mee, alreadie I fee my 
life buried in the wrinckles of thy browes: fay 
but I fhall Hue, though thou meaneft to kill me. 
Nothing confounds like to fuddaine terror, it 
thrufts euerie fenfe out of office. Poyfon wrapt 
vp in fugred pills is but halfe a poyfon : the feare 
of deaths lookes are more terrible than his ftroake. 
The whileft I view death my faith is deaded: 
where a mans feare is, there his heart is. Feare 
neuer engenders hope : how can I hope that 
heauens father will faue mee from the hell euer- 
lafting, when he giues me ouer to the hell of thy 
furie ? 
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Heraclidty now thinke I on thy teares fowen in 
the duft, (thy teares that my bloudie minde made 
barraine). In reuenge of thee, God hardens this 
mans heart againft mee: yet I did not (laughter 
thee, though hundreds elfe my hand hath brought 
to the fhambles. Gentle fir, learne of mee what 
it is to clog your confcience with murder, to haue 
your dreames, your fleepes, your folitarie walkes 
troubled and difquieted with murther. Your 
fhaddowe by daye will affright you, you will not 
fee a weapon vnfheathd, but immediately you will 
imagine it is predeftinate for your deftru&ion. 

This murder is a houfe deuided within it felfe ; 
it fubornes a mans owne foule to informe againft 
him: his foule (beeing his accufer) brings foorth 
his two eyes as witnefles a gay n ft him : and the 
leaft eye witnefTe is vnrefutable. Plucke out 
my eyes if thou wilt, and depriue my trayterous 
foule of her two beft witnefles. Digge out my 
blafphemous tongue with thy dagger, both 
tongue and eyes will I gladly forgoe, to haue 
a little more time to think on my iourney to 
heauen. 

Deferre a while thy refolution. I am not at 
peace with the world, for euen but yefterdaye 
I fought, and in my furie threatened further 
vengeaunce : had I face to face aflct forgiuenefle, 
I fhould thinke halfe my finnes were forgiuen. 
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A hundred Diuells haunt mee daily for my 
horrible murders: the /diuells when I dye will 
be loath to go to hell with mee, for they defir'd 
of Chrift he would not fend them to hell before 
their time : if they goe not to hell, into thee 
they will goe, and hideoufly vexe thee for 
turning them out of their habitation. Wounds 
I contemne, life I prize light, it is another 
worlds tranquilitie which makes me fo timerous : 
euerlafting damnation, euerlafting howling and 
lamentation. It is not from death I requeft 
thee to deliuer me, but from this terror of 
torments eternitie. Thy brothers bodie onely I 
pierft vnaduifedly, his foule meant I no harme 
too at all: my bodie & foule both (halt thou 
caft awaye quite, if thou dooft at this inftant 
what thou maieft. Spare me, fpare me I beieech 
thee : by thy owne foules faluation I defire thee, 
feeke not my foules vtter perdition ; in deftroying 
me, thou deftroyeft thy felfe and me. 

Eagerly I replide after his long fuppliant 
oration : Though I knewe God would neuer 
haue mercie on mee except I had mercie on 
thee, yet of thee no mercie would I haue. 
Reuenge in our tragedies continually is raifed 
from hell : of hell doo I efteeme better than 
heauen, if it affoord me reuenge. There is 
no heauen but reuenge. I tell thee, I would 
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not haue vndertooke fo much toyle to gaine 
heauen, as I haue done in purfuing thee for 
reuenge. Diuine reuenge, of which (as one of 
the ioies aboue) there is no fulnes or fatietie* 
Looke how my feete are bliftered with following 
thee from place to place. I haue riuen my 
throat with ouerftraining it to curfe thee. I 
haue ground my teeth to pouder with grating 
and grinding them together for anger, when 
anie hath nam'd thee. My tongue with vaine 
threates is bolne, and waxen too big for my 
mouth. My eies haue broken their ftrings with 
flaring and looking ghaflly, as I flood deuifing 
how to frame or fet my countenance when I 
met thee. I haue nere fpent my flrength in 
imaginary afting on flone wals, what I determined 
to execute on thee. Entreate not, a miracle 
maye not repriue thee : villaine, thus march I 
with my blade into thy bowels. 

Stay flay exclaimed Efdras> and heare mee but 
one word further. Though neither for God nor 
man thou carefl, but placefl thy whole felicitie 
in murder, yet of thy felicitie learne how to 
make a greater felicitie. Refpite me a little 
from thy fwords / poynt, and fet mee about 
fome execrable enterprife, that may fubuert 
the whole flate of Chriflendome, and make 
all mens eares tingle that heare of it. Com- 
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maund me to cut all my kindreds throates, 
to burne men women and children in their beds 
in millions, by firing their Cities at midnight. 
Be it Pope Emperour or Turke that di(pleafeth 
thee, he (hal not breath on the earth. For 
thy fake will I fweare and forfweare, renounce 
my baptifme, and all the intereft I haue in any 
other facrament. Onely let me liue how mifer- 
able foeuer, be it in a dungeon amongft toades, 
ferpents and adders, or fet vp to the necke in 
dung. No paines I will refufe however proroged, 
to haue a little refpite to purifie my fpirit : oh 
heare me, heare me, and thou canft not be 
hardned again ft me. 

At this his importunitie I paufed a little, not 
as retyring from my wreakful refolution, but 
going back to gather more forces of vengeance. 
With my felfe I deuifed how to plague him 
double for his bafe minde. My thoughts traueld 
in queft of fome notable newe Italionifme, whofe 
murdrous platforme might not onely extend on his 
bodie, but his foule alfo. The ground worke of it 
was this. That whereas he had promifed for my 
fake to fweare and forfweare, and commit lulian- 
like violence on the higheft feales of religion: if 
he would but thus farre fatisfie me he fhould 
bee difmift from my furie. Firft and formoft he 
lhould renounce God and his lawes, and vtterly 
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difclaime the whole title or intereft he had in 
anie couenaunt of faluation. Next he (hould 
curfe him to his face, as lob was willed by his 
wife, and write an abfolute firme obligation of 
his foule to the diuell, without condition or 
exception. Thirdly and laftly (hauing done 
this), hee (hould praye to God feruently neuer 
to haue mercie vppon him, or pardon him. 

Scarce had I propounded thefe articles vnto him, 
but he was beginning his blafphemous abiu rations. 
I wonder the earth opened not and fwallowed 
vs both, hearing the bold tearmes he blafted 
forth in contempt of Chriftianitie : Heauen hath 
thundred when halfe lefle contumelies againft 
it haue been vttered. Able they were to raife 
Saints and Martirs from their graues, and plucke 
Chrift himfelfe from the right hand of his father. 
My ioints trembled & quakt with / attending 
them, my haire flood vpright, & my hart was 
turned wholly to fire. So affectionately and 
zealoufly did hee giue him felfe ouer to infidelitie, 
as if fathan had gotten the vpper hand of our 
high Maker. The veyne in his left hand that 
is deriued from his heart with no faint blow 
he pierft, & with the bloud that flowd from it, 
writ a ful obligation of his foule to the diuell: 
yea more earneftly he praied vnto God neuer 
to forgiue it his foule, than manie Chriftians 
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doo to faue theyr foules. Thefe fearfull cere- 
monies brought to an end, I bad him ope his 
mouth and gape wide. He did fo (as what wil 
not flaues doo for feare). Therwith made I 
no more adoo, but (hot him ful into the throat 
with my piftol : no more fpake he after ; fo did 
I fhoote him that hee might neuer fpeak after, 
or repent him. His body being dead lookd as 
blacke as a toad: the diuell prefently branded 
it for his owne. This is the fault that hath 
called me hether. No true Italian but will 
honor me for it. Reuenge is the glory of 
Armes, and the higheft performance of valure : 
reuenge is whatfoeuer wee call law or iuftice. 
The farther we wade in reuenge, the nerer 
come we to the throne of the Almightie. To 
his fcepter it is properly afcribed ; his fcepter he 
lends vnto man, when he lets one man fcourge 
another. All true Italians imitate mee, in reueng- 
ing conftantly, and dying valiantly. Hangman 
to thy tafk, for I am readie for the vtmoft of 
thy rigor. Herewith all the people (outragioufly 
incenfed) with one conioyned out-crye yelled 
mainely, Away with him, away with him. 
Executioner torture him, teare him, or we will 
teare thee in peeces if thou fpare him. 

The executioner needed no exhortation here- 
vnto, for of his owne nature was he hacklier 
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good enough: olde excellent hee was at a bone- 
ache. At the firft chop with his wood-knife 
would he fifh for a mans heart, and fetch it out 
as eafily as a plum from the bottome of a porredge 
pot. Hee would cracke neckes as fail as a cooke 
crackes egges: a fidler cannot turne his pin fo 
foone, as he would turn a man of the ladder. 
Brauely did he drum on this Cutwolfes bones, 
not breaking them outright, but like a fadler 
knocking in of tackes, iarring on them quauer- 
ingly with his hammer a great while together. 
No ioynt about him but with a hatchet he had 
for the nonce, he difioynted / halfe, and then with 
boiling lead fouldred vp the wounds from bleed- 
ing. His tongue he puld out, lead he fhould 
blafpheme in his torment : venomous flinging 
wormes hee thruft into his eares, to keep his 
head rauingly occupied : with cankers fcruzed 
to peeces hee rubd his mouth and his gums. 
No lim of his but was lingringly fplinterd in 
fhiuers. In this horror left they him on the 
wheele as in hel : where yet liuing, hee might 
behold his flefh legacied amongft the foules of 
the aire. Vnfearchable is the booke of our 
deftenies. One murder begetteth another: was 
neuer yet bloud-fhed barrain from the beginning 
of the world to this day. Mortifiedly abieded 
and danted was I with this trunculent tragedie 
n. v. 24 
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of Cutwolfe and E/dras. To fuch ftraight life 
did it thence forward incite me, that ere I went 
out of Bolognia I married my curtizane, per- 
formed manie almes deedes ; and hafted (b faft 
out of the Sodom of Italy, that within fortie daies 
I arriued at the King of England* Campe twixt 
Ardes and Guines in France : where he with 
great triumphes met and entertained the Era- 
perour and the French King, and feafted manie 
dayes. And fo as my Storie began with the 
King at Turnay and Turwin, I thinke meete 
heere to end it with the King at Ardes & Guines. 
All the conclufiue Epilogue I will make is this ; 
that if herein I haue pleafed any, it (hall animate 
me to more paynes in this kinde. Otherwife I 
will fweare vpon an Englifh Chronicle, neuer to 
bee out-landifh Chronicler more while I Hue. 
Farewell as manie as wifh me well. 

lune 27. 1593. 



Finis. 
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To his worthie good patron, Luftie Humfrey, 
according as the town/mm doo chriften him, 
little Numps as the Nobilitie and Courtiers 
do name him, and Honeft Humfrey, as all 
his friendes and acquaintance efieeme him, 
King of the Tobacconifts hie &* ubique, and a 
fmgular Msc<enas to the Pipe and the Tabour 
(as his patient liuery attendant can witnefle) 
his bounden Orator T. N. mod proftrately 
offers vp this tribute of inke and paper. 

fOJI courteous vnlearned louer of Poetry, 
and yet a Poet thy/el/e, of no lejfi price 
then H. S. that in honour of Maid- 
marrian giues Jweete Margera/or his Emprejfe, and 
puttes the Sowe mofi Jawctly vppon fame great 
perfonage, what euer Jke bee, bidding her {as it 
runnes in the old fong) Go from my Garden go, 
for there no flowers for thee dooth grow. 

"Theje be to nottfie to your diminutiue excelfitude, 
and compendiate great neje, what my zeale is towardes 
you, that in no ftreighter bonds woulde bee pounded 
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and enlijied, then in an Epiftle Dedicatorie. Too 
many more lufty bloud Brauamente fegniors, with 
Cales beards, as broade as /cullers maples, that they 
make cleane / their boates with, could I haue turned 
it ouer, and had nothing for my labour, fome /aire 
woords except, of, good fir will it pleqfe you to come 
neere and drinke a cuppe of wine ? after my returne 
from Ireland I doubt not but my fortunes will be of 
fome growth to requite you. In the meane time my 
/word is at your commaund ; and before God, money 
Jo Jcatteringly runnes heere and there vppon vtenfilia, 
furnitures, ancients, and other neceffary preparations, 
{and which is a double charge, looke how much 
Tobacco wee carry with vs to expell cold, the like 
quantitie of Staues-aker wee muft prouide vs of to 
kill lice in that rugged countrey of rebels) that J fay 
vnto you in the word of a martialift, wee cannot doo 
as wee would. I am no incredulous Didimus, but 
haue more fayth to beleeue they haue no coyne, then 
they haue meanes to Jupplie thcmklues with it, and Jo 
leaue them. To any other carpetmunger or primeroje 
knight of Primero, bring I a dedication and the dice 
ouer night haue not befriended him, hee fleepes fiue 
dayes and fiue nights to new Jkin his beautie, and 
will not bee knowne hee is awakt till his men vppon 
their owne bondes (a dijmall world for trenchermen, 
when theyr maifters bondjhal not be Jo good as theirs) 
haue tooke vp commodities or frefh droppings of the 
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mint e for him : and then ; what then ? he pay es for 
the ten dozen of balles hee left vppon the fcore at 
the tennis court, hee fendes for his Barber to depure, 
decuftate, andfpunge him : whome hauing not paide a 
twelmonth before, he now raines downe eight quarter 
angels into his hande, to make his liberalitie feeme 
greater, and giues him a caft riding ierki?i, and an 
olde Spanifh hatte into the bargaine, and Gods peace 
bee with him. The chamber is not ridde of the 
fmell of his feet, but the greafte Jhoomaker with his 
Jquirrels fkin, and a whole flail of ware vpon his 
arme enters, and wrencheth his legges for an houre 
together, and after Jhewes his tally. By S. Loy 
that drawes deep, and by that time his Tobacco 
merchant is made euen with, and hee hath dinde at a 
tauerne, and flept his vnder-meale at a bawdy-houfe, 
his purfe is on the heild and only fortie /hillings 
hee hath behinde, to trie his fortune with at the cardes 
in the prefence, which if it pro/per the / court cannot 
containe him, but to London againe he will, to reuele 
it, and haue two playes in one night, inuite all the 
Poets and Mufitions to his chamber the next morning ; 
where againft theyr comming, a whole heape of money 
Jhall bee befpread vppon the board, and all his trunkes 
opened to fhewe his rich futes, but the deuill a whit 
hee b eft owes on them,faue bottle ale and Tobacco : and 
dejires a generall meeting. 

Ttie particular of it is that bounty is bankrupt, 
n. v. 25 
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and Lady Jenjualitie licks all the fat frd the feuen 
Liberall Sciences, that Poetry, if it were not a trick 
to pleafe, my Lady would bee excluded out of Chriftian 
burial I, and in fteade of wreathes oflawrell to crozane 
it with, haue a bell with a cocks combe clapt on the 
crowne of it by olde Iohannes de Indagines, and 
his quire of dor bellifts. Wherefore the premijfes 
confidered (I fray you confider of that woord Pre- 
mises, for fomewhere I haue borrowed it J neither 
to rich, noble, right worfhipfull, or worfhipfull, of 
[pirit uall or temporal I, will I confecrate this woorke, 
but to thee and thy capering humour alone, that if 
thy ftarres had doone thee right, they fhould haue 
made thee one of the might ieft princes of Germany : 
not for thou canjl driue a coach, or kill an oxe/o %vel 
as they, but that thou art neuer wel, but when thou 
art amongft the retinue of the Mufes, and there 
fpendeft more in the twinckling of an eye, then in a 
whole yeare thou getteft by fome graficrly gentilitie 
thou followeft. A King thou art by name, and a 
King of good fellowfhippe by nature, whereby I 
ominate this Encomion of the king of fifties was 
predeftinate to thee from thy fwadling clothes. Hugge 
it, ingle it, kijfe it, and cull it now thou haft it, 
iff renounce eating of greene beefe and garlike 3 till 
Martlemas, if it be not the nexe ftile to The ftrife 
of Loue in a Dreame, or, the Lamentable burning 
of Teuerton. Giue mee good words I befeech tfiee. 



i 

i 
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though thou giueft me nothing elfe, and thy words 

Jhal ft and for thy deeds : which I will take as well 

in woorth, as if they were the deedes and euidences of 

all the lande thou haft. Heere I bring you a redde 

lierring, if you will finde drinke to it, there an ende, 

no other detriment will I putte you to. Let the 

Kanne of ftrong ale your conftable,/ with the toafte, 

his browne bill, andjugar and nutmegs, his watchmen, 

ft and in a readinejfe, to entertain mee euerie time I 

come by your lodging. In Rujcia there are no 

prefents but of meate or drinke ; I prefent you with 

meate, and you in honourable courtefte to requite mee, 

can do no leffe then prefent mee with the beft mornings 

draught of merry -go-downe in your quarters: and Jo 

I kijfe the Jhadow of your feetes fhadow, amiable 

Don/ell, expecting your /acred Poeme of the Hermites 

Tale, that will reftore the golden age amongft 

vs y and Jo vppon my Joules knees 

I take my leaue. 

Yours for a whole laft of redde 
Herrings. 

Th. Nafhe. 




To his Readers, hee cares not what they bee. 



•[ AJhes Lentenftttffe : and why Najhes 
Ltntenftuffe ? fome (cabbed fcald 
fquire replies : becaufe I had money 
lent me at Tarmeuth, and I pay them againe in 
prayfe of their towne and the redde herring : and 
if it were fo goodman Pig-wiggen, were not that 
honeft dealing ? pay thou al thy debtes fo if thou 
canft for thy life, but thou art a Ninnihammer : 
that is not it, therefore Nickacaue, I cal it Najbes 
Lenten-ftuffe, as well for it was moft of my ftudy 
the laft Lent, as that we vfe fo to term any £fh 
that takes fait, of which the Red Herring is one 
the apteft. O but fayth another lohn Dringle t 
there is a booke of the Red Herrings Taile printed 
fome Termes fince, that made this dale. Let it 
be a taile of habberdine if it will, I am nothing 
entaild thereunto, I fcorne it, I fcorne it, that my 
woorkes ihould turne taile to any man. Head, 
body, taile and all of a redde Herring you (hall 
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haue of mee, if that will pleafe you, or if that will 
not pleafe you, ftay till E[a]fter Terme, and then 
with the anfwere to the Trim Tram, I will make 
you laugh your hearts out. Take me at my 
woord, for I am the man that will doo it. This 
is a light frifkin of my witte, like the prayfe of 
iniuftice, the feuer quartaine, Bujiris or Phalaris, 
wherin I follow the trace of the famoufeft fchollers 
of all ages, whom /a wantonizing humour once 
in their life time hath pofleft to play with ftrawes ; 
and turne mole-hils into mountaines. 

Euery man can fay Bee to a Battledore, and write 
in prayfe of Vertue, and the feuen Liberall Sciences, 
threfti corne out of the full ftieaues, and fetch water 
out of the Thames ; but out of drie ftubble to 
make an after harueft, and a plentifull croppe 
without fowing, and wring iuice out of a flint, 
thats Pierce a Gods name, and the right tricke of a 
workman. Let me fpeake to you about my huge 
woords which I vfe in this booke, and then you 
are your own men to do what you lift. Know it is 
my true vaine to be tragicus Orator, and of all 
ftiles I moft affeft & ftriue to imitate Aretines, not 
caring for this demure foft mediocre genus, that is 
like water and wine mixt togither; but giue me 
pure wine of it felf, & that begets good bloud, 
and heates the brain thorowly : I had as lieue 
haue no funne, as haue it fhine faintly, no fire as a 
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("mothering fire of fmall coaJes, no cloathes, rather 

then weare linfey wolfey. Apply it for me, 

for I am cald away to correct the faults 

of the prefle, that efcaped in my 

abfence from the Printing- 

houfe. / 





THE PRAISE 

The Red Herring. 



OF 




He ftraunge turning of the He 
of Dogs, fro a commedie to a 
tragedie two fummers part, with 
the troublefome ftir which hapned 
aboute it, is a generall rumour 
that hath filled all England, and fuch a heauie 
crofle laide vpon me, as had well neere confounded 
mee : I meane, not fo much in that it fequeftred 
me from my woonted meanes of my maintenance, 
which is as great a maime to any mans happinefTe, 
as can bee feared from the hands of miferie ; or the 
deepe pit of difpaire wherinto I was falne, beyond 
my greateft friendes reach to recouer mee : but 
that in my exile and irkefome difcontented abandon- 
ment, the fiUieft millers thombe, or contemptible 
ftickle-banck of my enemies, is as bufie nibbling 
about my fame, as it I were a deade man throwne 
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amongeft them to feede vpon. So I am I con- 
fefle in the worldes outwarde apparance, though 
perhappes I may prooue a cunninger diuer then 
they are aware, which if it fo happen as I am 
partely aflured, and that I plunge aboue water once 
againe, let them looke to it, for I will put them in 
bryne, or a piteous pickle euery one. But let 
that paffe, though they fhal find I wil not let it 
paffe when time ferues, I hauing a pamphlet hot a 
brooding that (hall be called the Bar- I 

Quassa tamen ° ' 

nostra est, non fr ers warming panne, and to the occafion, 

mersa nee ° £ ' 

obrutunauis. a frefh of my falling in alliance with 
this lenten argument. That infortunate imperfit 
Embrion* of my idle houres the He of Dogs before 
mentioned, breeding vnto me fuch bitter throwes in 
the teaming as it did, and the tern pedes that arofe at 
his birth, fo aftonifhing outragious and violent as if 
my braine had bene conceiued of another Hercules, 
I was fo terrifyed with my owne encreafe (like a 
woman long trauailing to bee deliuered of a monfter) 
that it was no fooner borne but I was glad to runne 
from it. Too inconfiderate headlong rafhnefle this 
may bee cenfured in me, in beeing thus prodigall 
in aduantaging my aduerfaries, but my cafe is no 

* An imperfit Embrio I ma[y] well call it, for I hauing be^un 
but the induction and first act of it, the other foure acts with- 
out my consent, or the least guesse of my drift or scope, by 
the players were supplied, which bred both their trouble and 
mine to. 
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fmoothred fecret, and with light coft of rough 
caft rethoricke it may be tollerablely playftered 
ouer, if vnder the pardon and priuiledge of incenfed 
higher powers it were lawfully indulgenft me freely 
to aduocate my owne aftrology. Sufficeth what 
they in their graue wifedomes (hall profcribe, I in 
no forte will feeke to acquite, nor prefumptuoufly 
attempte to difpute againft the equity of their 
iudgementes, but humble and proftrate, appeale to 
their mercies. Auoide or giue grounde I did, 
fcriptum eft y I will not goe from it : and poft varios 
cqfuSy variable Knight arrant aduentures, and out- 
roades, and inroades, at greate Yarmouth in 
Norfolke, I ariued in the latter ende of Autumne. 
Where hauing fcarfe lookt about me, my prefaging 
minde faide to it felfe, Hie fauonius ferenus eft y hie 
aujier imbricus, this is a predeftinate fit place for 
Pierfe Pennilejfe to fet vp his ftaflfe on. Therein 
not much diameter to my deuining hopes did the 
euent fort it felfe, for fixe weekes firft and laft vnder 
that predominant conftellation of Aquarius or Iones 
Neftar filler, tooke I vp my repofe, and there mette 
with fuch kind entertainment and benigne hofpitality 
when I was Vna liter a plufquam* medicus as Plautus 
faith, and not able to Hue to my felfe with my owne 
iuice, as fome of the crummes of it like the crums 
in a bufhy beard after a greate banquet, will remaine 

* Medicus. 
N. V. 26 



202 NA SHES LENTEN STC/FFE. 

in my papers to be feene when I am dead /and 
vnder ground; from the bare perufing of which 
infinite pofterities of hungry Poets fhall receiue 
good refrefhing, euen as Homer, by Galatton was 
piftured vomiting in a bafo (in the temple that 
Ptolomy Philopater erefted to him) and the reft of 
the fucceeding Poets after him, greedily lapping 
vp what he difgorged. That good old blind 
bibber of Helicon I wot well, came a begging to 
one of the chiefe citties of Greece, & promifed 
them vaft corpulent volumes of immortallity, if 
they would beftowe vpon him but a (lender 
outbrothers annuity of mutto & broth, and a 
pallet to fleep on ; and with derifion they reiefted 
him ; whervpon he went to their enemies with 
the like proffer, who vfed him honourably, and 
whome hee vfed fo honourably, that to this daye 
though it be three thoufand yeare fince, their 
name and glorie florifh greene in mens memory 
through his induftry. I trufte you make no queftion 
about thofe dull pated pennifathers, that in fuch 
dudgen fcorne reiefted him, drunck deep of the 
fowre cup of repentance for it, when the high flight 
of his lines in common brute was ooyefled. Yea 
in the worde of one no more wealthy then hee 
was (wealthy faide I ? nay Tie be fworne hee was 
a grande iurie man in refpeft of me) thofe gray- 
beard Huddle-duddles and crufty cum-twangs, 
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were ftrooke with fuch (tinging remorfe of their 
miferable Euclionifme and fnudgery, that hee was 
not yet cold in his graue but they challenged him 
to be borne amongft them, and they and fixe citties 
more, entred a fharpe warre aboute it, euery one 
of them laying claime to him as their owne ; and 
to this effeft hath Bucchanan an Epigram. 

Urbes cer tar tint fcptem de patria Homer 7, 
Nulla domus vino patria nulla fuit. 

Seauen citties ftroaue whence Homer firft fhould 

come 
When liuing, he no country had nor home. 

I alleadge this tale to ftiewe howe much better 
my lucke was / then Homers (though all the King 
of Spaines Indies will not create me fuch a nigling 
Hexameter-founder as he was) in the firft pro- 
clay mi ng of my banke-rout indigence and beggery, 
to bende my courfe to fuch a curteous com- 
panionate clime as Yarmouth, and to warne others 
that aduaunce their heades aboue all others, and 
haue not refpefted, but rather flatly oppofed 
themfelues againft the Frier medicants of our 
profeflion, what their amercements and vnrepriue- 
able pennance will be, excepte they teare ope their 
oyftermouthed pouches quickly, and make double 
amendes for their parfimony. I am no Tirejias 
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or Calchas to prophecie, but yet I cannot tell, 
there may be more refounding bel-mettall in my 
pen then I am aware, and if there bee, the firft 
peale of it is Yarmouthes. For a patterne or tiny- 
famp!e what my elaborate performance would bee 
in this cafe, had I a ful-fayld gale of profperity 
to encourage mee, whereas at the difhumored 
compofing hereof may iuftly complaine with 
Quid. 

Anckora tarn noftram non tenet vlla ratem. 

My date is fo toft and weather-beaten that it 
hath nowe no anchor-holde left to cleaue vnto. 
I care not, if in a dimme farre of launce-flcippe, 
I take the paines to defcribe this fuperim[in]ente 
principall Metropolis of the redde Fifh. A towne 
it is that in rich fituation exceedeth many citties, 
and without the which, Caput gentis y the fwelling 
Battlementes of Gurguntus, a head citty of 
Norffolke, and Suffolke, would fcarce retaine the 
name of a Citty, but become as ruinous and 
defolate as Thetforde or Ely : out of an hill or 
heape of fande, reared and enforced from the 
fea moft miraculoufly, and by the Angular pollicy 
and vnceflant ineftimable expence of the Inhabit- 
antes, fo firmely piled and rampierd againft the 
fumifh waues battry, or fuyng the leafte aftion 
of recouerie, that it is more coniedturall of the 



NA SHES LENTEN STUFFE. 205 

twaine, the land with a writ of Eieftione firma, 
wil get the vpperhande of the Ocean, then the 
Ocean one crowes (kip preuaile againft the 
Continent. Forth of the fands thus ftruglingly 
as it exulteth and / liftes vp his glittering head, 
fo of the neyboring fands no lefle femblably 
(whether in recordation of their worn out affi- 
nitie or no, I know not) it is fo inamorately 
protefted and patronized, that they ftand as a 
trench or guarde about it in the night, to keep 
off their enemies. Now in that drowfie empire 
of the pale-fac't Queene of fhades, malgre letting 
driue vpon their Barricades, or impetuoufly con- 
tending to breake through their chaine or barre, 
but they entombe and balift with fodaine de- 
finition. In this tranfcurfiue reportory without 
(bme obferuant glaunce, I may not dully ouer- 
pafle the gallant beauty of their hauen, which 
hauing but as it were a welte of land, or as M. 
Camden calls it, Unguium tcrr<e> a little tong of 
the earth betwixte it and the wide Maine, (licks 
not to mannage armes, and hold his owne vnde- 
feafably againft that vniuerfall vnbounded empery 
of furges, and fo hath done for this hundreth 
yeere. Two mile in length it ftretcheth his 
winding current, and then meetes with a fpatious 
riuer or backwater that feedes it. A narrow 
channell or IJihmus in rafti view you would 
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opinionate it : when this I can deuoutly auerre, 
I beholding it with both my eies this laft 
fifhing, fixe hundreth reafonable barkes and 
veflelles of good burden (with a vantage) it 
hath giuen fhelter to at once in her harbour, 
and moft of them riding abreft before the Key 
betwixt the Bridge and the Southgate. Many 
bows length beyond the marke, my penne roues 
not I am certain : if I doe, they (land at my 
elbow that can correft mee. The dele&ableft 
luftie fight and mouingeft obiedt, me thought it 
was that our He fets forth, and nothing behinde 
in number with the inuincible Spanijh Armada y 
though they were not fuch Gargantuan boyfterous 
gulliguts as they, though (hips and galleafles 
they would haue beene reckoned in the navy of 
K. Edgar \ who is chronicled & regiftred with 
three thoufand fhips of warre to haue fcoured 
the narrow feas, and failed round about England 
euery Summer. That which efpecialleft nouriftit 
the moft prime pleafure in me, was after a ftorme / 
when they were driuen in fwarmes, and lay clofe 
peftred together as thicke as they could packe ; 
the next day following, if it were faire, they 
would cloud the whole (kie with canuas, by 
fpreading their drabled failes in the full clue 
abroad a drying, and make a brauer fhew with 
them, then fo many banners and ftreamers dis- 
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played againft the Sunne on a mountaine top. 
But how Yarmouth of it felfe fo innumerable 
populous and replenifhed, and in fo barraine a 
plot feated, fhould not onely fupply her inhabit- 
ants with plentiful purueyance of fuftenance, but 
prouant and viftuall moreouer this monftrous 
army of ftrangers, was a matter that egregioufly 
bepuzled and entranced my apprehenfion. Hol- 
landers, Zelanders, Scots, French, Wefterne men, 
Northren men, befides all the hundreds and 
wapentakes nine miles compaffe, fetch the beft 
of their viands and mangery from her market. 
For ten weeks together this rabble rout of out- 
landifhers are billetted with her, yet in all that 
while, the rate of no kinde of food is raifed, nor 
the plenty of their markets one pinte of butter 
rebated, and at the ten weekes end, when the 
campe is broken vp, no impreflion of any dearth 
left, but rather more ftore then before. Some of 
the towne dwellers haue fo large an opinion of 
their fetled prouifion, that if all her Maiefties fleet 
at once fhould put into their bay, within twelue 
dayes warning with fo much double beere, beefe, 
fifh, and bifket they would bulke them as they 
could wallow away with. 

Here I could breake out into a boundlefle race 
of oratory, in fhrill trumpetting and concelebrating 
the royall magnificence of her gouernement, that 
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for ftate and ftrift ciuill ordering, fcant admitteth 
any riuals : but I feare it would be a theame 
difpleafant to the graue modefty of the difcreet 
prefent magiftrates ; and therefore confultiuely I 
ouerflip it ; howfoeuer I propofe not in the like 
nice refpeft to leape ouer the laudable petigree 
of Yarmouth, but will fetch her from her fwadling 
clouts or infancy, & reueale to you when and/ 
by whom (he was firft raught out of the oceans 
armes, and ftart vp and afpired to fuch ftarry 
fublimitie ; as alfo~ acquaint you with the notable 
immunities, franchifes, priuileges fhe is endowed 
with beyond all her confiners, by the difcentine 
line of kings from the conqueft. 

There be of you it may be, that will account 
me a paltrer, for hanging out the figne of the 
redde Herring in my title page, and no fuch feaft 
towards for aught you can fee. Soft and faire 
my maifters, you muft walke and talke before 
dinner an houre or two, the better to whet your 
appetites to tafte of fuch a dainty difh as the 
redde Herring ; and that you may not thinke 
the time tedious, I care not if I beare you com- 
pany, and leade you a found walke round about 
Yarmouth, and fhew you the length and bredth 
of it. 

The matters and batchellours commenfement 
dinners at Cambridge and Oxford, are betwixt 
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three and foure in the afternoone, and the reft 
of the antecedence of the day worne out in 
difputations : imagine then this aft or commenfe- 
ment of the red Herring, that proceedeth batcheler, 
mafter & doftor all at once, & therefore his difpu- 
tations muft be longer. But to the point, may 
it pleafe the whole generation of my auditours 
to be aduertized, how that noble earth where 
the town of great Yarmouth is now mounted, & 
where fo much fifh is fold, in the dayes of yore, 
hath bin the place where you might catch fifh, 
& as plaine a fea within this 600. yere, as any 
bote could tumble in, & fo was the whole leuill 
of the Marfhes betwixt it and Norwich. An. Do. 
1000. or thereabouts (as I haue fcrapt out of 
wormeaten Parchment) and in the Raigne of 
Canutus, hee that dyed drunke at Lambeth or 
Lomehith, fomewhat before, or fomewhat after, 
not a prenticefhip of yeares varying : Caput 
extulit vndiSy the fands fet vp ihop for them- 
felues, and from that moment to this fextine 
centurie (or let me not be taken with a lye, fiue 
hundred nintie eight, that wants but a paire of 
yeares to make me a true man) they would no 
more Hue vnder the yoke / of the Sea, or haue 
their heads wafht with his bubbly fpume or 
Barbers balderdafh, but clearely quitted, difter- 
minated and relegated themfelues from his 
n. v. 27 
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inflated Capricioufnefle of playing the Diftator 
ouer them. 

The Northerne winde was the clanging trum- 
petter, who with the terrible blaft of his throate, 
in one yeallow heape or plumpe, cluftred or 
congefted them togither, euen as the Wefterne 
gales in Holland right ouer againft them, haue 
wrought vnruly hauocke, and threftit and fwept 
the fandes fo before them, that they haue choakt 
or damd vp the middle walke or dore of the 
Rhene, and made it as ftable as clod-mould, or 
turffe ground, as any hedger can driue (lake in. 
Caftter two mile diftant from this new Yarmouth 
we intreate of, is infcribed to be that olde Yar- 
mouth, wherof there are fpecialties to be feene 
in the oldeft writers, and yet fome vifible apparant 
tokens remaine of a hauen that ran vp to it, 
and there had his entrance into the fea, (by 
aged Fifhermen commonly tearmed Grubs Hauen) 
though now it be graueld vp, and the ftreame 
or tyde-gate turned another way. But this is 
moft warrantable, the Alpha of all the Yarmouths 
it was, & not the Omega correfpondently, & fro 
her withered roote they branch the high afcent 
of their genealogie. Omnium rerum viciffitudo eft, 
ones falling, is anothers rifing, and fo fell it out 
with that ruind Dorpe or hamlet, which after it 
had relapft into the Lordes hands for want of 
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reparations, and there were not men enough in it 
to defend the fhore from inuafion, one Cerdicus 
a Plafhing Saxon, that had reueld here and there 
with his battle axe, on the bordring bankes of the 
decrepite ouerworne village now furnamed Gorlftonc> 
threw forth his anchor, and with the afliftance of 
his fpeare, in (lead of a pikeftaffe, leapt agroud 
like a fturdie bruite, and his yeomen bolde caft 
their heeles in their necke, and friflct it after him, 
and thence fprouteth that obfcene appellation of 
Sarding Jandes y which the draffe of the / carterly 
Hoblobs thereabouts, concodt or difgeaft for a 
fcripture verity, when the right chriftendome 
of it is Cerdicke fands, or Cerdick fhore : of 
Cerdicus fo denominated, who was the firft may- 
lord or captaine of the morris daunce that on thofe 
embenched fhelues ftampt his footing, where cods 
& dogfifh fwomme (not a warp of weeks fore- 
running) & til he had giuen the onfet, they balkt 
the as quickfands. By and by after his iumping 
vppon them, the Saxons for that Garianonum y or 
Yarmoth that had giuen vp the ghoft, in thofe 
flymie plafhie fieldes of Gorlftone, trowled vp a 
fecond Yarmouth, abutting on the weft fide of 
the fhore of this great Yarmouth that is ; but 
feeling the ayre to be vnholfome and difagreeing 
with them, to the ouerwhart brink or verge of 
the flud, that writ all one ftile of Cerdicke fands, 
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they diflodged with bagge and baggage, and there 
layde the foundatio of a third Yarmouth §>uam 
nulla poteft abolere vetuftas, that I hope will holde 
vp her head till Doomef&ay. In this Yarmouth 
as Mafter Camden faith, there were feauentie 
inhabitants or houfholders that payed fcot and 
lot in the time of Edward the Confcflbr, but a 
Chronographycal Latine table, which they haue 
hanging vp in their Guild hall, of all their trans- 
mutations from their Cradlehoode, infringeth this 
a little, and flatters her, fhee is a great deale yonger : 
in a faire text hand, texting vnto vs, how in the 
Scepterdome of Edward the Confeflbr, the fands 
firft began to growe into fight at a low water, 
and more (holder at the mouth of the ryuer 
Hirns or Ierns ; whereupon it was dubbed Iern- 
mouth or Yarmouth: and then there were two 
Channels, one on the North, another on the South, 
where though the fifher-men did wander and 
wauer vp to Norwitch, and diuers parts of Suffolke 
and Norfolke, all the fennie Lerna betwixt, that 
with Reedc is fo imbriftled, being (as I haue 
forefpoke or fpoken to fore) Ma don a, Amphitrite> 
flu&uous demeans or fee fimple. 

From the Citie of Norwich on the Eaft part, 
it is fixteene mile / difiunft, and diflorated ; and 
though betwixt the Sea and the fait flud it be 
interpofed, yet in no place about it can you digge 
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fixe foote deepe, but you fhall haue a gufhing 
fpring of frefh or fweete water for all vfes, as apt 
and accommodate, as Saint Winifrides Well, or 
Towre-hill water at London, fo much praifed and 
fought after. My Tables are not yet one quarter 
emptied of my notes out of their Table, which 
becaufe it is, as it were a Sea Rutter diligently kept 
amongft them from age to age, of all their ebbs 
and flowes, and winds that blew with or againft 
them, I tie my felfe to more precifely, and thus 
it leadeth on. 

In the time of King Herrolde and William the 
Conquerour, this fand of Yarmouth grew to a 
fetled lumpe, and was as drie as the fands of 
Arabia, fo that thronging theaters of people (as 
well Aliens as Englifhmen) hiued thither about 
the felling of fifh and Herring, from Saint Michael 
to Saint Martin, and there built futlers booths and 
tabernacles, to canopie their heads in from the 
rhewme of the heauens, or the clouds diflbluing 
Catarafts. King William Rufus hauing got the 
Golden wreath about his head, one Herbertus 
Bifhop of the fea of Norwich, hearing of the 
gangs of good fellowes, that hurtled and buftled 
thither, as thicke as it had beene to the fhrine of 
Saint Thomas a Becket> or our Ladie of Walfing- 
ham, builded a certaine Chappell there for the 
feruice of God, and faluation of foules. 
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In the raigne of King Henrie the firft, King 
Steuen, King Henrie the fecond, and Richard de 
corde Lyon, the apoftacie of the fands from the 
yalping world was fo great, that they ioynd them- 
felues to the maine land of Eaftflege, and whole 
tribes of males and females, trotted, bargd it 
thither to build and enhabite, which the faide 
Kinges whiles they weilded their fwords temporall 
animaduertifed of, afligned a ruler or gouernour 
ouer them, that was called the Kings prouoft, 
and that manner of prouoftfhip or gouernment 
remained in full force and vertue all their fowre 
Thronefhips, Alias / a hundred yeare, euen till 
the inauguration of King Iohn ; in whofe dayes 
the forewritten-of Bifhop of Norwich, feeing the 
numbrous increafe of foules of both kindes that 
there had framd their nefts, and meant not to 
forfake them till the foule Bell towld them thence, 
puld downe his Chappell, and what by himfelfe 
and the deuout oblations and donatiues of the 
fiihermen vpon euery returne with their nets full, 
reedifide and rayfed it to a Church of that magni- 
tude, as vnder minifters and Cathedrals verie 
queafie it admits any haylefellow wel met, and 
the Church of Saint Nicholas he hallowed it ; 
whence Yarmouth roade is nicknamed the Roade 
of Saint Nicholas. King Iohn to comply and 
keep confort with his aunceftors in furthring of 
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this new water-worke, in the ninth yeare of the 
engirting his annoynted browes with the refulgent 
ophir circle, and Anno 1209. fet a frefh gloiTe 
vppon it, of the towne or free burrough of 
Yarmouth, and furnifht it with many fubftantiar 
priuiledges and liberties, to haue and to holde the 
fame of him, and his race, for fifty fiue pound 
yearely. In Anno 1240. it percht vp to be 
gouernd by balies, and in a narrower limmitte 
then the forty yeares vndermeale of the feauen 
fleepers, it had fo much towe to her diftaffe and 
was fo we] lined and bumbafted, that in a fea 
battell her fhippes and men confli&ed the cinque 
ports, and therein fo laid about them, that they 
burnt, tooke, and fpoyled the moft of them, 
whereof fuch of them as were fure flights, 
(fauing a reuerence of their manhoods) ranne 
crying and complayning to King Henry the 
fecond: who with the aduice of his counfaile, 
fet a fine of a thoufand pound on the Yarmouth 
mens heads for that offence, which fine in the 
tenth of his reigne hee difpenc't with and 
pardoned. 

Edward the firft, and Edward the fecond like- 
wife, let them lacke for no priuiledges, changing 
it from a burrough to a porte towne, and there 
fetting vp a cuftome houfe with the appurtenances 
for the loading and vnloading of (hips. Henry / 
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the third in the fortieth of his empery cheard vp 
their blouds with two charters more, and in Anno 
1262. and forty fiue of his courte keeping, hee 
permitted them to wall in their towne, and moate 
it about with a broade ditch, and to haue a prifon 
or iaile in it. In the fwindge of his trident, he 
conftituted two Lord admirals ouer the whole 
nauy of England, which he difpofed in two partes, 
the one to beare fway from the Thames mouth 
Northwarde, called the Northren nauy, the other 
to fhape his courfe from the Thames mouth to the 
weftwardc, termed the wefterne nauy: and ouer 
this northren nauy, for admirall commiflionated 
one Iohn Peerbrowne burgefle of the towne of 
Yarmouth, and ouer the wefterne nauy one Sir 
Robert Laburnus knight. 

But Peerebrowne did not only hold his office 
all the time of that king, doeng plaufible feruice, 
but was againe Readmirald by Edward the third, 
and fo died ; in the fourteenth of whofe raigne, 
he met with the french Kinges nauy, beeing 
foure-hundred faile, neere to the hauen of Slufe^ 
and there fo flic't and flafht them & tore their 
plancks to mammocks, and their leane guttes to 
kites meate, that their beft mercy was fire & 
water which hath no mercie, and not a viftuelar 
or a drumbler of them hanging in the winde 
aloofe, but was rib-roafted or had fome of his 
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ribbes crufht with their fton-darting engines, no 
ordinance then beeing inuented. This Edward the 
thirde of his propenfiue minde towardes them, 
vnited to Yarmouth Kirtley roade, from it feauen 
mile vacant, and fowing in the furrowes that his 
predeceflburs had entred, hayned the price of 
their priuiledges & not brought them downe one 
barley kirnell. 

Richard the fecond, vpon a difcord twixt 
Leyftofe and Yarmouth, after diuerfe law-dayes 
and arbitrarie mandates to the counties of Suffolke 
and Norfolke direfted about it, in proper perfon 
1385. came to Yarmouth, and in his parliamente 
the yeare enfuing, confirmed vnto it the liberties 
of Kirtley roade, (the onely motiue of all their 
contention). Henrie / the fifth or the fifth of the 
Henries that ruled ouer vs, abridged them not a 
mite of their purchaft prerogatiues, but permitted 
them to builde a bridge ouer their hauen and 
ayded and furthered them in it. Henry the 
fixth, Edward the fourth, Henry the feauenth 
and King Henry the eight, with his daughters 
Queene Mary and our Char a deum foboles Queene 
Elizabeth, haue not withred vp their handes in 
figning and fubfcribing to their requefts, but our 
virgin rectorefle moft of al, hath fhowred downe 
her bounty vpon them, graunting them greater 
graunts then euer they had, befides by-matters of 

n. v. 28 
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the clarke of the marketftiippe, and many other 
beneuolences towardes the reparation of their 
porte. This and euery towne hath his backe- 
winters or froftes that nippe it in the blade (as 
not the cleared funne-fhine but hath his (hade, 
and there is a time of ficknes as well as of 
health). The backewinter, the frofte biting, the 
eclipfe, or fhade, and ficknefle of Yarmouth, was 
a great ficknefle or plague in a.d. 1348, of which 
in one yeare feauen thoufand and fifty people 
toppled vp their heeles there. The newe building 
at the weft ende of the Church was begunne 
there 1330. which like the imperfedt workes of 
Kinges colledge in Cambridge, or Chrift-church in 
Oxford, haue too coftly large foundations to be 
euer finifhed. 

It is thought if the towne had not beene fo 
fcourged and eaten vp by that mortality, out of 
their owne purfes they would have proceeded 
with it, but nowe they haue gone a neerer way 
to the wood, for with wooden galleries in the 
Church that they haue, and ftayry degrees of 
feates in them, they make as much roome to 
fitte and heare, as a newe weft end would haue 
done. 

The length and bredth of Yarmouth I pro- 
mifed to ftiew you ; haue with you, haue with 
you : but firft looke wiftly vpon the walles, 
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which if you marke, make a ftretcht out quad- 
rangle with the hauen. They are in compafle 
from the South / cheanes to the North cheanes, 
two thoufand one hundreth and fourefcore yardes. 
They haue towres vpon them fixteene : mounts 
vnderfonging & enflancking them, two of olde, 
now three, which haue their thundring tooles to 
compell Diego Spanyard to ducke, and ftrike the 
winde collicke in his paunch, if he praunce to 
neere them, and will not vaile to the Queene of 
England. The compafle about the wall of this 
new mount is fiue hundreth foot, and in the 
meafure of yards eight fcore and feuen. The 
bredth of the foundation nine foot: the depth 
within ground eleuen. The heighth to the fet- 
ting thereof fifteene foot, and in bredth at the 
fetting of it, fiue foot three inches, and the 
procerous ftature of it (fo embailing and girdling 
in this mount) twentie foot and fixe inches. 
Gates to let in her friends, and fhut out her 
enemies. Yarmouth hath ten lans, feeuenfcore: 
as for her ftreets, they are as long as threefcore 
ftreets in London, and yet they diuide them but 
into three. Voide ground in the towne from 
the walls to the houfes, and from the houfes 
to the hauen, is not within the verge of my 
Geometry. The liberties of it on the frefh 
water one way, as namely from Yarmouth to 
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S. doolies in Beckles water, are ten mile, and 
from Yarmouth to Hardlie crofle another way, 
ten mile, and conclufiuely, from Yarmouth to 
Waybridge in the narrow North water tenne 
mile ; in all which foords or Meandors : none 
can attache, arreft, diftrefle, but their officers ; 
and if any drowne themfelues in them, their 
Crowners fit vpon them. 

I had a crotchet in my head, here to haue giuen 
the raines to my pen, and run aftray thorowout all 
the coaft townes of England, digging vp their 
dilapidations, and raking out of the duft-heape or 
charnell houfe of tenebrous eld, the rotteneft relique 
of the monuments, and bright fcoure the canker 
eaten brafle of their firft bricklayers and founders, 
& commented and paralogized on their condition 
in the prefent, & in the pretertenfe, not for any 
loue or hatred I beare them, / but that I would not 
be fnibd, or haue it caft in my difhe, that therefore 
I prayfe Yarmouth fo rantantingly, becaufe I neuer 
elfewhere bayted my horfe, or tooke my bowe and 
arrowes and went to bed. Which leefing (had 
1 bene let alone) I would haue put to bed with a 
recumbentibus, by vttering the beft, that with a 
fafe confcience mought be vttred of the beft, or 
worft of them all, and notwithftanding all at beft, 
that tongue could fpeake, or hart could thinke of 
them, they fhould bate me an ace of Yarmouth. 
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Mutch brainetofling and breaking of my fcull it 
coft me, but farewell it, and farewell the Baylies of 
the Cynqueports, whofe primordiat Gethneliaca, was 
alfo dropping out of my inckhorne, with the fyluer 
oare of their barronry by William the Conquerour 
conueyed ouer them at that nicke when hee firmed 
and rubrickt the Kentifhmens gauill kinde of the 
fonne to inherite at fifteene, and the felony of the 
father not to draw a foot of land from the fonne, 
& amongft the fonnes the portion to be equally 
diftributed; and if there were no fonnes, much 
good doe it the daughters, for they were to fhare 
it after the same tenure, and might alienate it how 
they would, either by legacy or bargaine without 
the confent of the lord. 

To fhun fpight, I fmothered thefe dribblements, 
& refrained to defcant how William the Con- 
querour hauing heard the prouerbe of Kent and 
Chriftendome, thought he had woone a countrey as 
goode as all Chriftendome, when he was enfeofed 
of Kent, for which, to make it fure vnto him after 
he was entailed therevnto, nought they aflct they 
needed to afke twife, it being enafted ere the words 
came out of their mouth. Of that profligated 
labour, yet my breaft pants and labours : a whole 
moneths minde of reuoluing meditation, I raueling 
out therein (as raueling out fignifies Penelopes telam 
retexere 7 the vnweauing of a webbe before wouen 
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and contexted). It pities me, it pities me, that in 
cutting of fo faire a diamond as Yarmouth, I haue 
not a cafket [of] duflcy / Cornifh diamonds by me, 
and a boxe of muddy foiles, the better to fet it 
forth. Vt nemo mifer nifi comparatus, fie nihil pro 
mirifico nifi cum alijs confer atur. Cedite foli JlelU 
JcintillanteSy Joli Garriauano cedite reliqua oppida 
veligera Jedium naualium fpeciociffimo Jed redeo ad 
vernaculum. 

All Common wealths aflumc their prenominations 
of their common diuided weale, as where one man 
hath not too much riches, and another man too 
much pouertie. Such was Platos communitie and 
Licurgus y and the olde Romans lawes, of meafuring 
out their fields, their meads, their paftures & 
houfes, and meating out to euery one his childes 
portion. To this Commune bonum (or euery horfe 
his loafe) Yarmouth in propinquity is as the buckle 
to the thong, and the next finger to the thumbe ; 
not that it is fibbe or cater-coufins to any miigrel 
Democratia, in which one is all, & all is one, but 
that in her as they are not al one fo one or two 
there pockets not vp all the peeces: there beeing two 
hundreth in it worth three hundred pounde a peece, 
with poundage and (hillings to the lurtched, fet a 
fide the Bailifes fowre and twentie, and eight and 
fourtie. Put out mine eye, who can with fuch 
another bragge of any Sea towne within two hun- 
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dred myle of it. But this common good within 
it felfe is nothing to the common good it com- 
municats to the whole ftate. Shall I particularize 
vnto you, quibus viit 6? modis, how and wherein ? 
There is my hand to, I will doe it, and this is my 
Exordium. A towne of defence it is to the Coun- 
ties of Suffblke and Norfolke againft the enemies, 
(fo accounted at the firft graunting of their liber- 
ties) and by the naturall ftrength of the fituation 
fo apparant, being both inuironed with many fands, 
and now of late by great charge, much more forti- 
fied then in auncient times. All the Realme it 
profiteth many waies, as by the free Faire of 
herring, chiefly maintained by the fifher-men of 
Yarmouth themfelues, by the great plentie of 
falted fifli there, not fo little two yeares paft as 
foure hundred thoufand, wherein were imployed 
about / fourefcore faile of barkes of their owne. 

By the furnifhing forth of forty boates for 
mackerel] at the fpring of the yeare when all thinges 
are deareft, which is a great reliefe to all the coun- 
try thereaboutes, and foone after Bartlemewe-tyde, 
a hundred and twenty fayle of their owne for 
herrings, and forty feyle of other (hips and barkes 
trading [to] Newecaftle, the lowe countries and other 
voyages. Norwitch at her Maiefties comming 
in progrefle thither, prefented her with a (hew of 
knitters on a high ftage placed for the nonce ; 
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Yarmouth if the like occafio were, could clap vp 
as good a fhewe of netbrayders, or thofe that haue 
no cloathes to wrappe their hides in or breade to 
put in their mouthes, but what they earne and get 
by brayding of nets (not fo little as two thoufand 
pound they yearely difperfing amongft the poore 
women and children of the country, for the 
fpinning of twine to make them with, befides the 
labour of the enhabitauntes in working them) and 
for a comodious greene place neere the feafhoare 
to mende and drie them : not Salfbury plaine or 
Newmarket heath (though they haue no vicinity 
or neigh bourhoode with the fea, or fcarce with any 
ditch or pond of frefhwater) may ouerpeere or out 
crow her, there being aboue fiue thoufand pounds 
worth of them at a time vppon her dounes a 
funning. A conuenient key within her hauen (hee 
hath, for the deliuery of nets and herrings, where 
you may be a floate at a lowe water ; (I befeech 
you doe not fo in the Thames), many feruiceable 
marriners and feafaring-men fhee trayneth vp (but 
of that on the herring). 

The marifhes and lower grounds lying vpon the 
three riuers that vagary vp to her, (comprehending 
many thoufand acres) by the vigilant preferuation 
of their hauen are encreafed in value more then 
halfe, what elfe would be a M<ectis palus y a meare 
or lake of Eeles, Frogges, and wilde-duckes. The 
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citty of Norwitch (as in the Preludium heereof I 
had a twitch at) fares nere the worfe for her, nor 
would fare fo well if / it were not for the fifhe of 
all fortes that fhee cloyeth her with, and the felow- 
fhip of their hauen, into which their three riuers 
infufe themfelues, and through which their goods 
and merchandife from beyonde feas are keeled vp 
with fmall coft to their very threiholde, and to 
many good townes on this fide, and beyond. I 
woulde be loth to builde a laborinth in the gate- 
houfe of my booke, for you to loofe your felues in, 
and therefore I fhredof many thinges ; we will but 
caft ouer the bill of her charge, and talke a worde 
or two of her buildings, and breake vp and go to 
breakfaft with the red herring. The hauen hath 
cbft in thefe laft 28 yeares, fixe and twenty thoufand 
two hundred and fixe and fifty pounde foure fhil- 
linges and fiue pence. Fortification and poulder 
fince Anno 1587. two thoufand markes, the fea- 
feruice in Anno 1588. eight hundreth poundes, the 
Portingale voyage a thoufand pound, the voyage 
to Cales as much. 

It hath loft by the Dunkerkers a thoufand pound, 
by the Frenchmen three thoufand, by Wafting 
eight hundred, by the Spaniardes and other lofles 
not rated, at the leaft three thoufand more. The 
continuall charge of the Towne in maintenance of 
their Hauen, fiue hundred pounds a yeare, Omnibus 

n. v. 29 
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annis for euer, the feefarme of the Towne fiftie 
fiue pound, and fiue pound a yeare aboue for 
Kirtley Roade. The continuall charge of the bridge 
ouer the hauen, their walls, and a number of other 
odde reckonings we deale not with : towards all 
which they haue not in certaine reuenewes about 
fiftie or three-fcore pounds a yeare, and that is in 
houfes. The yearely charge towards the prouifion 
of fifhe for her Maieftie 1000. pounds : as for 
arable matters of tillage and hufbandrie, and grating 
of cattell, their barraine fands will not beare them, 
and they get not a beggers noble by one or other 
of them, but their whole harueft is by Sea. 

It were to be wifhed that other coafters were 
fo induftrious as the Yarmouth, in winning the 
treafure of fifh out of thofe profundities, and 
then we fhould haue twentie egges a penny / : 
and it would be as plentifull a world as when 
Abbies ftoode : and now if there be any plenti- 
full world, it is in Yarmouth. Her fumptuous 
porches and garnifht buildings are fuch, as no 
port Towne in our Brittifh circumference (nay, 
take fome porte Citties ouer-plus into the bar- 
gainer) may fuitably ftake with, or adequate. 

By the proportion of the Eaft furprifed Gades 
or Cales, diuers haue tried their cunning, to 
configurate a twinlike image of it, both in the 
correlatiue analagie of the fpanbroad rowfe run- 
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ning betwixt, as alfo of the fkirt or lappet of 
earth whereon it ftands ; heerein onely limitting 
the difference, that the houfes heere are not fiich 
flatte cuftard Crownes at the top as they are. 
But I for my parte caft it afide as too obfcure 
a Canton, to demonftrate and take the altitude 
by of fo Elizian a habitation as Yarmouth. Of 
a bounzing fide-wafted parifh in Lancafhire, we 
haue a flying voyce difperfed, where they goe 
nine mile to Church euery Sunday, but Parifh 
for Parish throughout Lancafhire, Chefhire, or 
Wingandecoy, both for numbers in grofle of honeft 
houfholders, youthfull couragious valiant fpirites> 
and fubftantiall graue Burgers, Yarmouth (hall 
droppe vie with them to the laft Edward groate 
they are worth. I am pofting to my propofed 
fcope, or elfe I could runne tenne quier of paper 
out of breath, in further trauerfing her rightes 
and dignities. 

But of that fraught I muft not take in too 
li be rail, in cafe I want ftowage for my red 
Herring, which I rely vpon as my wealthieft 
loading. Farewell flourifhing Yarmouth, and be 
euery day more flourifhing then other vntill the 
latter day : whiles I haue my fence or exiftence, 
I will perfift in louing thee, and fo with this 
abrupt Poft fcript I leaue thee. I haue not 
trauaild farre, though conferred with fartheft 
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trauailers from our owne Realme: I haue turnd 
ouer venerable Bede> and plenteous beadrowlcs 
of frierly annals following on the backe of him. 
Polidore Virgill, Bucchanan> Camdens Brittania y 
and moft recordes of friendes, or enemies I haufc 
fearcht/: as concerning the later modell of it, 
none of the inland partes thereof but I haue 
traded them as frequently as the middle walke 
in Poules, or my way to bed euery night, yet 
for ought I haue read, heard or feene, Yarmouth, 
regall Yarmouth, of all maritimall townes that 
are no more but fifher townes, foly raigneth fance 
peere. 

Not any where is the word feuerer praftifed, 
the preacher reuerentlier obferued and honoured, 
iuftice founder miniftred, and a warlike people 
peaceablier demeanourd, betwixte this and the 
Grand Cathay y and the ftrand of Prefter John. 

Adew adue, tenne thoufand folde delicate para- 
mour of Neptune! the nexte yeare my ftandifh 
may hope to addreffe another voyage vnto thee, 
if this haue any acceptace. Now it is high 
breaking time, and bee the windes neuer fo 
eafterly aduerfe and the tyde fled from vs, wee 
muft violently towe and hale in our redoubt- 
able Sophy of the floating kingdom of Pifces, 
whome fo much as by name I fhoulde not haue 
acknowledged, had it not beene that I mufed 
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how Yarmouth fhould be inuefted in fuch plenty 
and opulence, considering that in M. Hackluits 
Englifh difcoueries, I haue not come in ken of 
one mizzen maft of a man of warre bound for 
the Indies or mediteranean fternebearer fente 
from her Zenith or Meridian ; Mercuriall brefted 
M. Harborne alwaies accepted, a rich fparke of 
eternity firft lighted and enkindled at Yarmouth, 
or there firft bred and brought forth to fee the 
light, who fince in the hotteft degrees of Leo, 
hath ecchoing noyfed the name of our Ilande 
and of Yarmouth fo Tritonly that not an infant 
of the curtaild fkinclipping pagans but talk of 
London as frequently as of their Prophets tombe 
at M*cha, & as much worfhips o[u]r maiden- 
peace, as it were but one fun that fhin'd ouer 
them all Our firft embafladour was he to the 
Behemoth of Constantinople, and as Mo/es was 
fent from the omnipotent God of heauen to 
perfwade with Sultan Pharao to let the children 
of Ifraell goe, fo from the pre-potent / goddefle 
of the earth Eliza, was hee fent to fet free the 
Englifh captiues and open vnto vs the pafTage 
into the redde fea and Euphrates. How im- 
petrable hee was in mollyfying the * ThaMdnM 
* adamantineft tiranny of mankinde, J^^ 6 ^ 
and homely crucifier of Iefus Chrift bloud - 
crucifyde & wrooter vp of Palleftine, thofe that 
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be fcrutinus to pry into, let them reuolue the 
Digefts of our Englifh difcoueries cited vp in 
the precedence, and be documentized moft 
locupleatly. Of him and none but him who 
in valuation is woorth 1 8. huge Argofccs, full of 
our prefent dated mifliapen childifh trauailers, 
haue I took fent or come in the wind of, that 
euer Yarmouth vnfhelled or ingendred to weather 
it on till they loft the North- ftarre, or (ailed iuft 
Antipodes againft vs ; nor walking in her ftreetes 
fo many weekes together, could I meete with any 
of thefe fwaggering captaines, (captaines that wore 
a whole antient in a fcarfe, which made them goe 
heaue fhouldred, it was fo boyfterous) or hufti- 
tuftie youthfull ruffling comrades, wearing euery 
one three yeardes of feather in his cap for his 
miftris fauour, fuch as wee ftumble on at each 
fecond ftep at Plimmouth, Southampton, and 
Portfmouth, but an uniuerfal marchantly for- 
mallity, in habitte, fpeech, geftures, though little 
merchandife they beate their heades aboute 
Queene Norwitch for that goeing betweene them 
and home: at length (to that length of the full 
pointe ipoiles me, all gentle readers I beieech 
you pardon mee) I fell a communing herupon 
with a gentleman a familiar of mine, & he eft- 
foones defined vnto mee, that the redde herring 
was this old Ticklecob, or Magifter fac totum, that 
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brought in the red ruddocks and the grummell 
feed as thicke as oatmeale, and made Yarmouth 
for argent to put downe the citty of Argentine. 
Doe but conuert faid hee the (tendered twinckling 
reflexe of your eye-fight to this flinty ringe that 
engirtes it, thefe towred walles, port-cullizd gates, 
and gorgeous architectures that condecorate and 
adorne it, and then perponder of the red herringes 
priority and preualence, who is the onely / vn- 
exhauftible mine that hath raifed and begot all this, 
and minutely to riper maturity fofters and cherifheth 
it. The red herring alone it is that counter- 
uailes the burdenfome detrimentes of our hauen, 
which euery twelue-month deuoures a Iuftice of 
peace liuing, in weares and banckes to beate off 
the fand and ouerthwart ledging and fencing it 
in ; that defray es all impofitions and outwarde 
payments to her Maieftie (in which Yarmouth 
giues not the wall to fixe, though fixeteene moath- 
eaten burgefle townes that haue daubers and 
thatchers to their Mayors, challenge in parlia- 
ment the vpper hand of it) and for the vaward 
or fubburbes of my narration, that empals our 
fage fenatours or Ephori> in princely fcarlet as 
pompous oftentyme as the Vinti quater or Lady 
Troynouant ; wherefore quoth he if there be in 
thee any whit of that vnquechable facred fire of 
Appollo (as al men repute) and that Minerua 



232 N ASHES LENTEN STUFFE. 

amongcft the number of her heires hath addopted 
thee, or thou wilt commend thy mufe to fempi- 
ternity, and haue images and ftatutes ere&ed 
to her after her vnftringed filent interment and 
obfequies, rouze thy fpirites out of this drowfie 
lethargy of mellancholly they are drencht in, and 
wreft them vp to the moft outftretched ayry 
ftraine of elocution to chaunt and carroll forth 
the Alte%a y an excelfitude of this monarchall fluddy 
Induperator. 

Very tradable to this lure, I was trained, and 
put him not to the full anuiling of me with any 
found hammering perfuafion, in that at the first 
fight of the top-gallant towers of Yarmouth, and 
a weeke before, he had broken any of thefe 
words betwixt his teeth, my mufe was ardently 
inflamed to do it fome right ; and how to bring 
it about fitter I knew not, then in the praife of 
the red herring, whofe proper foile and nurfery it 
is. But this I muft giue you to wit, howeuer I 
haue tooke it vpon me, that neuer fince I fpouted 
incke, was I of woorfe aptitude to goe thorow 
with fuch a mighty March brewage as you exped:, 
or temper you one right cup of that ancient wine 
of Falernum, which would laft fourty yeere, or 
confe / crate to your fame a perpetuall temple 
of the Pinetrees of Ida y which neuer rot. For 
befides the loud bellowing prodigious flaw of 
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indignation, ftird vp againft me in my abfence and 
extermination from the vpper region of our celes- 
tiall regiment, which hath dung mee in a maner 
downe to the infernall bottome of defolation, 
and fo troubledly bemudded with griefe and care 
euery cell or organpipe of my purer intelledtuall 
faculties, that no more they confort with any 
ingenious playful merriments: of my note-books 
and all books elfe here in the country I am 
bereaued, whereby I might enamell and hatch 
ouer this deuice more artificially and mafterly, and 
attire it in his true orient varnifh and tinfture : 
wherefore heart and good wil, a workman is 
nothing without his tooles : had I my topickes by 
me in ftead of my learned counfell to aflift me, I 
might haps marfhall my termes in better aray, 
and beftow fuch coftly coquery on this Marine 
magnifico as you would preferre him before tart 
and galingale, which Chaucer pneheminenteft en- 
comionizeth aboue all iunquetries or confeftionaries 
whatfoeuer. 

Now you muft accept of it as the place ferues, 
and in ftead of comfittes and fugar to ftrewe him 
with, take well in worth a farthing worth of flower 
to white him ouer and wamble him in, and I 
hauing no pieces to difcharge for his ben-uenue, 
or welcomming in, with this volley of Rhapjodies 
or fmall fhotte, he muft reft pacified, and fo Ad rem, 

n. v. 30 
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fpurrc cutte through thicke and thinne, and enter 
the triumphall charriot of the red herring. 

Homer of rats and frogs hath heroiqutit, other 
oaten pipers after him in praife of the Gnat, the 
Flea, the Hafill nut, the Graftiopper, the Butterflie, 
the Parrot, the Popiniay, Phillip fparrow, and the 
Cuckowe ; the wantonner fort of them fung de- 
fcant on their miftris gloue, her ring, her fanne, her 
looking glafTe, her pantofle, and on the fame iurie I 
might impannell Iohanes Secundus, with his booke 
of the two / hundred kinde of kifles. Phylofophers 
come fneaking in with their paradoxes of pouertie, 
imprifonment, death, fickenefle, banifhment, and 
baldnefle, and as bufie they are aboute the bee, the 
ftorke, the conftant turtle, the horfe, the dog, the 
ape, the afle, the foxe, and the ferret. Phyfitions 
deafen our eares with the Honor ificabilitudinit at ibus 
of their heauenly Panachea, their (ouerainc Ginacum, 
their gliders, their treacles, their mithridates of 
fortie feuerall poyfons compared, their bitter 
Rubarbe, and torturing Stibium. 

The pofterior Italian and Germane chrono- 
graphers, fticke not to applaude and canonize 
vnnatural fodomitie ; the ftrumpet errant, the 
goute, the ague, the dropfie, the fciatica, follie, 
drunckennefle, and Jlouenry \ The Galli Gallinacei^ 
or cocking French, fwarm euery piffing while in 
their primmer editions, Imprimeda tour duy, of 
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the vnfpeakeable healthfull conduciblenefle of the 
Gonorrian great Poco, a Poco y their true countri- 
man euery inch of him, the prefcript lawes of 
Tennis or Bdloune (which is moil of their gentle- 
mens chiefe liuelyhoodes) the commoditie of 
hoarfenes, bleare-eyes, fcabd hams, threed-bare 
cloakes, potcht eggs, and Panados. Amongft 
our Englifh harmonious calinos, one is vp with 
the excellence of the browne bill and the long 
bowe, another playes his prizes in print, in driuing 
it home with all weapons in right of the noble 
fcience of defence : a third writes paffing enamo- 
rately, of the nature of white meates, and iuftifies 
it vnder his hand to be bought & fould euery 
where, that they exceede Ne£lar y & Ambrofia : 
a fourth comes foorth with fome thing in prayfe of 
nothing : a fift of an en flamed heale to copper- 
fmithes hal, all to beerimes it of the dieurfitie of 
red nofes, and the hierarchy of the nofe magnificat. 
A fixt, fweeps behinde the dore all earthly 
felicities, and makes Bakers maulkins of them, 
if they ftand in competencie with a ftrong dozen 
of poyntes ; marrie they muft be poyntes of the 
matter ; you muft confider, whereof/ the formoft 
codpifle poynte is the cranes prouerbe in painted 
clothes, feare God, and obey the king, and the 
reft, fome haue tagges, and fome haue none. A 
feuenth fettes a Tobacco pipe in ftead of a trumpet 
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to his mouth, and of that diuine drugge proclaimed* 
miracles. An eygth capers it vp to the fpheares 
in commendation of daunfing. A ninth, offers 
facrifice to the goddefle Cloaca, and diiportes 
himfelfe very fchollerly and wittUie about the 
reformation of clofe ftooles and houfes of office, 
and fpicing and embalming their ranclce intrailes, 
that they ftincke not. A tenth, fettes forth 
remedies of Tofted turnes againft famine. 

To thefe I might wedge in Cornelius the 
brabantine, who was fellonioufly fufpefted in 87. 

s«* ibe for penning a difcourfe of Tuftmocka- 
mendaiorie dos, and a countrey gentleman or my 

samueii acquaintance who is launching forth a 

Daniels tram- n = 

utHtofthe treatife as bigge garbd as the trench 

Empresse of , > , , «. 

Pnuiui louius. Academy of the Cornucopia or a cowe 
and what an aduantageable creature (hee is, beyonde 
all the foure footed rablement of Herbagers and 
grafle champers (day nor night that ihe can[notj 
reft for filing and tampring aboute it) as 
alio a fworne brother of his that lb bebangeth 
poore paper in laud of a bag-pudding, as a fwizer 
would not belieue it. Neither of their Decads 
are yet ftampt, but eare midfummer tearme 
they will be if their worde bee fure payment, 
and then tell me if our Englifh iconfes be not 
right Sheffield or no. 

The application of this whole catalogue of waft 
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authours is no more but this, Qjuot capita tot Jen- 
tenti*, fo many heades fo many whirlegigs, and if 
all thefe haue Terlery-ginckt it fo friuoloufly of 
they reckt not what, I may Cum gratia £s? priue- 
ligio pronounce it, that a red herring is whole 
fome on a frofty morning, and rake up fome fewe 
fcattered fillables together, in the exornation and 
pollifhing of it No more excurfions and circum- 
quaques but Totaliter a appofitum. 

That Englifh marchandife is moft precious 
which no country can be without : if you afke 
Suffolke, EJfex y Kent, Suffix, or Leinfter, or Cot/wold, 
what marchandife that (houlde be ? / they will 
anfwere you it is the very fame which Polidore 
Virgill cals Vere aureum vellus, the true golden 
fleece of our woll and Englifh cloth and nought elfe : 
other engrating vpland cormorants will grunt out 
it is Grana paradifi, our grain, or come that is moft 
fought after. The Wefterners and Northerners 
that it is lead, tinne and iron. Butter and cheefe, 
butter and cheefe, faith the farmer ; but fro every 
one of thefe I diflent and wil ftoutely bide by 
it, that to trowle in the caih throughout all 
nations [of] chriftendome, there is no fellowe 
to the red herring. The French, Spanifh, and 
Italian haue wool inough of their owne whereof 
they make cloth to ferue their turne, though it 
be fomewhat courier then oures. For corne, 



I 



aj8 



HASHES LENTEN STUFFE. 



none of the Eaft parts but furpaflcth us ; of leade 
and tinne is the moll (carfity in forraine dominions, 
and plenty with vs, though they are not vtterly 
barraine of them. As for iron about JJenbereugh 
and other places of Germany, they haue quadruple 
the ftore that wee haue. As touching butter and 
cheefe, the Hollanders cry by your leaue wee 
muft goe before you, and the Tranfalpiners 
with their lordly Parmafin (fo named of the 
citty of Parma in Italy where it is firft clout- 
crulhed and made) moulder in for the vpper 
hand as hotly, when as of our appropriate glory 
of the red herring, no region twixt the poles 
articfce and antartick may, can or will rebate 
from vs one fcruple. 

On no coaft like ours is it caught in fuch 
abundance, no where dreft in his right cue but 
vnder our Horizon ; hofted, rofted and tolled 
heere alone it is, and as well poudred and faked 
as any Duchman would defire. If you articulate 
with me of the gaine or profit of it, without the 
which the newe fangleft raritie, that no body can 
boaft of but ourfelues, after three dayes gazing, is 
reuerft ouer to children for babies to play with : 
behold it is euery mans money, from the King 
to the Courtier; euery houmolder or goodman 
Baltrop, that keepes a family in pay, cafts for it 
as one of his Handing prouifions. The poorer 
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fort make it three parts of there fuftenaunce, / with 
it for his dinner the patchedeft Leather piltche 
laboratho may dine like a Spanifh Duke, when the 
niggardlieft moufe of biefe will coft him fixpence. 
In the craft of catching or taking it, and fmudging 
it, Marchant and chapmanable as it fhould be, it 
fets a worke thoufands, who Hue all the reft of 
the yeare gayly well, by what in fome fewe weekes 
they fcratch vp then, and come to beare office of 
Queftman and Scauinger in the Parifti where they 
dwell: which they could neuer haue done, but 
would haue begd or ftarud with their wiues and 
brattes, had not this Captaine of the fquamy 
cattell fo ftoode their good Lord and mafter: 
Carpenters, Shipwrights, makers of lines, roapes 
and cables, dreflers of Hempe, fpinners of thred, 
and net weauers it giues their handfuls to, fets 
vp fo many falt-houfes to make fait, and fait 
vpon fait; keepes in earnings the Cooper, the 
Brewer, the Baker, and numbers of other people, 
to gill, wa(h and packe it, and carrie it and 
recarrie it. 

In exchange of it from other Countries, they 
returne wine and Woades, for which is alwaies 
paide ready Golde, with fait, Cannas, Vitre, and a 
great deale of good trafh. Her Maiefties tributes 
and cuftomes, this Semper Augujlus of the Seas 
finnie freeholders, augmenteth & enlargeth vn- 
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countably, and to the cncreafe of Nauigation : for 
her feruice hee is no enemie. 

Voiages of purchafe-or reprifals, which are now 
grown a common traffique, fwallow vp and con- 
fume more Saylers and Marriners then they breede, 
and lightly not a flop of a ropehaler they fend forth 
to the Queenes fhips, but hee is firft broken to the 
Sea in the Herring mans Skiffe or Cock-boate, 
where hauing learned to brooke all waters, and 
drinke as he can out of a tarrie Canne, and eate 
poore Iohn out of fwuttie platters when he may 
get it, without butter or muftard, there is no ho 
with him, but once hartned thus, hee will needes 
be a man of warre, or a Tobacco taker, and weare 
a filuer Whittle. Some of thefe for their haughtie 
climbing come /home with woodden legges and 
fome with none, but leaue body and all behinde, 
thofe that efcape to bring news, tell of nothing 
but eating Tallow and yong black-amores, of fiue 
and fiue to a Rat in euery meffe, and the fhip-boy 
to the tayle, of flopping their nofes when they 
drunke (linking water that came out of the pumpe 
of the (hip, and cutting a greafie bufFe ierkin in 
tripes and broiling it for their dinners. Diuers 
Indian aduentures haue beene feafoned with direr 
mifhaps, not hauing for eight dayes fpace the 
quantity of a candles-end among eight fcore, to 
greafe their lippes with, and landing in the end 
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to feeke food, by the canibal Sauages they haue 
bene circumuented, and forced to yeeld their 
bodies to feed them. 

Our mitred Archpatriarch Leopald herring, exafts 
no fuch * Mufcouian vaflailage of his liegemen, 
though hee put them to their trumps 
other while, and fcuppets not his beni- a man to be 

his ownc cxc~ 

ficence into their mouthes with fuchcutioner and 
frefh-water facility as M. Afcham in his becke to go vp 
Schoolemafter would imply. His wordes the rock, and 

. r . . . r y , rr thence throw 

thele in his ceniure vpon Varro\ Heehimxife head- 
enters not (fayth he) into any great depth ° ng * 
of eloquice y but is now carried in a /mall low vejfell 
by himfelfe very nigh the common jhore> not much 
vnlike the fiflier men of Rie, or herring men of Yar~ 
mouthy who deferue by common mens opinion jtnall 
commendation for any cunning failing at all (fol. 63, 
pag. 2). Well, he was her Maiefties Schoolemafter, 
and a S. Iohns man in Cambridge, in which houfe 
once I tooke vp my inne for feuen yere together 
lacking a quarter, and yet loue it ftill, for it is and 
euer was the fweeteft nurfe of knowledge in all that 
Vniuerfity. Therefore I will keepe faire quarter 
with him, and expoftulate the matter more tamely. 
Memorandum non abuno y I vary not a minnum from 
him, that in the captious myftery of Mounfieur 
herring, low veflels will not giue their heads for 
the waftiing, holding their owne pell-mell in all 
n. v. 31 
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weathers as roughly as vafter timber men, though 
not fo neere the fhore, as through ignorance of the 
coaft he foundeth, nor one man by himfelfe alone 
to doe / euery thing, which is the opinion of one 
man by himfelfe alone, and not beleeu'd of any 
other. Fiue to one if he were aliue, I would 
beate againft him, fince one without fiue is as 
good as none, to gouerne the moft egfhell fhallop 
that floateth, and fpread her nets, and draw them 
in. As ftifly could I controuert it with him about 
pricking his card fo badly in Cape Norfolke or 
Sinus Tarmouthienjis and difcrediting our country- 
men for (horecreepers, like thofe Colchefter oyfter- 
men, or whiting-mungers and fprat-catchers. Soly- 
man Herring, woulde you fhoulde perfwade your 
felues, is loftier minded and keepeth more aloofe 
then fo, and thofe that are his followers if they 
will feeke him where hee is, more then common 
daunger they muft incurre in clofe driuing vnder 
the fands which alternately or betwixt times when 
he is diipofed to enfconfe himfelfe on his entrenched 
Randeuowe or caftle of retiring, and otherwhile 
fortie or threefcoare leagues in the roaring terri- 
tory, they are glad on their wodden horfes to poft 
after him, and fcoure it with their ethiope pitch- 
bordes till they be windlefle in his queft and pur- 
fuing. Returning from waiting on him, haue with 
you to the Adriatiquc and abroade euery where 
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far and neere to make poftfale of their perfumed 
fmoaky commodities, and that toyle rockt a fleepe 
they are for Vltima Theule, the north feas or Ifland> 
and thence yerke ouer that worthy Pullamsde 
don pedro de linge> and his worfhipfull nephew 
Hugo Habberdinc, and a trundle-taile tike or fhaugh 
or two, and towardes Michelmas feud home to 
catch Herring againe. This argues they fhould 
haue fome experience of nauigation, and are not 
fuch Halcyons to builde their neaftes all on the 
(hoare as M. AJcam fuppofeth. 

Rie is one of the antient townes belonging to 
the cinque ports, yet limpeth cinque ace behinde 
Yarmouth, and it wil fincke when Yarmouth 
rifeth, and yet if it were put in thp ballance 
againft Yarmouth, it woulde rife when Yarmouth 
fincketh, and to (land threfhing no longer about 
it, Rie is Ry and / no more but Rie and Yarmouth 
wheate compared with it. Wherefore had he bene 
a right clarke of the market, he would haue fet 
a higher price on the one then the other, and fet 
that one of higheft price aboue the other. 

Thofe that deferue by common mens opinion 
fmall commendation for any cunning failing at all, 
are not the Yarmouthers : how euer there is a foule 
fault in the print efcapt, that curftly fquinteth and 
leereth that way, but the bonnie Northren cobbles 
of his countrey, with their Indian canaos or boats 
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like great beefe trayes or kneading troughs, firk- 
ing as flight fwift thorow the glafly fieldes of 
Thetis, as if it were the land of yce, and Aiding 
ouer the boiling defert fo earely, and neuer bruife 
one bubble of it, as though they contended to 
out-ftrip the light-foot tripper in the Metamor- 
phi/tSy who would run ouer the ripe-bending eares 
of corne, and neuer fhed or perifh one kirnell. 
No fuch yron-fifted Ciclops to hew it out of the 
flint, and runne thorow any thing as thefe froft- 
bitten crab-tree fac't lads fpunne out of the hards 
of the towe, which are Doufel herrings lackeys at 
Yarmouth euery fifhing. 

Let the carreeringeft billow confefle and abfolue 
it felfe, before it pricke vp his briftles againft them, 
for if it come vpon his dancing horfe, and offer to 
tilt it with them, they will afke no truftier lances 
then their oares to beat out the brains of it, and 
flop his throat fron^ belching. 

Thefe rubbes remooued, on with our game as 
faft as wee may, & to the gaine of the red herring 
againe another crafh. Item if it were not for this 
Huniades of the liquid element, that word Quad- 
ragejima, or Lent, might be cleane fpung'd out of 
the Kalender, with Rogation weeks, Saints eues, 
and the whole Ragmans roule of fading dayes, 
and Fifhmongers might keepe Chriftmafle all 
the yeere, for any ouerlauifh takings they fhould 
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haue of dowries and clouted fhoes, and the rubbifh 
menialty their beft cuftomers, and their bloudy 
aduerfaries the butchers would neuer leaue cleauing 
/it out in the whole chines, till they had got a 
Lord Maior of their company as well as they. 
Nay out of their wits they would be haunted 
with continuall takings, & ftand crofle-gag'd with 
kniues in their mouthes from one Shroft-tuifday to 
another, and weare candles-endes in their hattes at 
midfommer, hauing no time to (haue their prickes, 
or wafhe their flyeblowne aprons if Domingo Rufus 
or Sacrapant herring caufed not the dice to runne 
contrary. 

The Rhomifh rotten Pithagoreans or Carthufian 
friers, that mumpe on nothing but fiflie, in what a 
flegmatique predicament would they be, did not 
this counterpoyfon of the fpitting fickenefle (fixtie- 
folde more reftoratiue then Bezer) patch them out 
and preferue them ; which being dubble rofted and 
dryde as it is, not onely fucks vp all rhewmatique 
inundations, but is a fhooing-horne for a pinte of 
wine ouer-plus. 

The fweete fmacke that Yarmouth findes in it, 
and how it hath made it Lippitudo Attica (as it 
was faide of ALgina her neere adiacent comfronter) 
the blemifli and ftaine of all her falt-water fifters 
in England, and multiplide it from a moulhill of 
fand, to a cloude-crowned mount Teneriffe, abbre- 
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viatly and meetely according to my old Sarum 
plaine fong I haue harpt vpon, and that, if there 
were no other certificat or inftance of the inlinked 
confanguinitie twixt him and Lady Lucar, is Inftar 
mille, worth a million of witnefles, to exemplifie 
the ritches of him. The Poets were triuiall, that 
fet vp Helens face for fuch a top-gallant Summer 
May -pole for men to gaze at, and (houted it out 
fo in their bufkind braues of her beautie, whereof 
the onely Circes Heypajfe, and Repajfe was that it 
drewe a thoufand (hips to Trey, to fetch her backe 
with a peftilence. Wife men in Greece in the meane 
while to fwagger fo about a whore. 

Eloquious hoarie beard father Neftor> you were 
one of them, and you M. Vlijfes the prudent 
dwarfe of Pallas another, of whome it is Illiadixd 
that your very nofe dropt fugar / candie, and that 
your fpittle was honye. Nat alls Comes if he were 
aboue ground, would be fworne vpon it. As 

in oide time l° u de a ringing miracle as the attra&iue 
wSV^t Smelting eye of that Strupet can we 
any mimcie. fupply the with of our dappert Piemont 
Ihldrick Herring, which draweth more barkes 
to Yarmouth bay, then her beautie did to Tray. 
O he is attended vpon moft Babilonically, and 

Xerxes fo ouercloyd not the Hellejpont with his 
foyftes, gallies, and brigandines, as he mantleth 

the narrow feas with his retinue, being not much 
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behinde in the check-roule of his Ianijfaries and 
contributories, with Eagle-foaring Bullingbrooke y 
that at his remouing of houfhold into banifhment 
(as father Froyfard threapes vs downe) was accom- 
panied with 40000, men, women and children 
weeping, from London to the landes end at 
Douer. A colony of criticall Zenos fhould they 
finnow their fillogifticall clufter-fiftes in one bundle 
to confute and difproue mouing, were they but 
during the time they might lap vp a mefle of 
buttred fifli, in Yarmouth one fifliing, fuch a 
violent motion of toyling Mirmidons The sesk ^ 
they fhould be fpeftators of and a con- fo£j t t L £ M t Ej 
fufed ftirring to and fro, of a Lapantalike j£* ^"S^ 
hoaft of vnfatigable flud bickerers and raigne - 
foame-curbers, that they woulde not moue or ftir 
one foote till they had difclaimd and abiurd their 
bedred fpittle-pofitios. In verament and fincerity, 
I neuer crouded through this confluent herring 
faire, but it put me in memory of the great yeare 
of Iubile in Edward the thirds time, in which it is 
fealed and deliuered vnder the handes of a pub- 
lique notary, three hundred thoufand people romed 
to Rome for purgatorie pils and paternal veniall 
benedictions, and the waies beyond fea were fo 
bungd vp with your dayly oratours or Bead/men 
and your crutchet or croutchant friers or crofle- 
creepers and barefoote penitentiaries, that a fnaile 
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coulde not wriggle in her homes betwixt them. 
Small thinges we may exprefle by great, and great 
by fmal, though the greatnefle of the redde her- 
ring be not fmall (as fmall a hoppe on my thumbe 
as hee feemeth). It is with him as with great 
perfonages / which from their high eftate and not 
their high ftatures propagate the eleuuate titles of 
the Gogmagogues. Caft his ftate who will, and 
they fhall finde it to be very high coloured (as 
high coloured as his complexion if I faide there 
were not a pimple to be abated). In Yarmouth 
he hath fet vp his ftate houfe, where one quarter 
of a yeare he keepes open court for Iewes and 
gentiles. 

To fetch him in * Troian Equipage, fome of 
euery of the Chrift-crofle Alphabet of outlandifh 
Cofmopoli furrowe vp the rugged brine, 
wodden horse and fweepe through his tumultuous 
?n wI3i C suchoares will or nill hee, rather then in 
pompe. tendring their alleagance they fhould be 

benighted with tardity. For our Englifh Mikro- 
cqfmos or Phenician Didos hide of grounde; no 
fhire, county, count palatine, or quarter of it, but 
rigs out fome oken fquadron or other to waft him 
* a tras *l° n g * Cleopatraean * Olimplickly, and 
glorious **yy not the dimunutiueft nooke or creuife of 

ing to meate 

Anthony. them but is parturiet of the like fuper- 
officioufnes, arming forth though it be but a 
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catch or pinck, no capabler then a rundlet or 
wafhing bowle, to impe the wings of * The SQm 
his conuoy.* Holy S. Taurbard, in what 5^ w 5Kf 
droues the gouty bagd Londoners hurry {^.?4S£ 
down and die the watchet aire of an streSgthof thdr 



armes. 



yron ruflet hue with the duft that they 
raife in hot fpurd rowelling it on to performe 
coplementes vnto him. One becke more to the 
balies of the cinque portes, whome I were a ruder 
Barbarian then Smill the Prince of the Crinis & 
Nagayans, if in this adtio I fhould forget (hauing 
had good cheare at their tables more then once or 
twice whiles I loytred in this paragolefle fifh town) 
Citty, towne, cuntry, Robin hoode and little Iohn, 
and who not, are induftrious and carefull to fquire 
and fafe conduft him in, but in vfhering him in 
next to the balies of Yarmouth, they trot before 
all, and play the prouoft marfhals, helping to keep 
good rule the firft three weeks of his ingrefle, and 
neuer leaue roaring it out with their brafen home 
as long as they ftay, of the freedomes and immu- 
nities fourfing fro him. Beeing thus entred or 
brought in the confiftorians or fetled ftandards/ 
of Yarmouth, commenfe inteftine warres amongft 
themfelues who fhould giue him the largeft hofpi- 
tality, and gather about him as flocking to hanfell 
him and ftrike him good luck as the Sweetkin 
Madans did about valiat S. Walter Manny^ the 
n. v. 32 
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martiall tutor vnto the Blacke prince (he that 
built Charterhoufe) who being vpon the point of 
a hazzardous iourney into France, either to win 
the horfe or lofe the faddle (as it runs in the 
Prouerb) & taking his leaue at Court in a fute of 
male fro top to toe, all the ladies clung about him, 
and would not let him ftretch out a ftep, till they 
had enfettred him with their variable fauours, and 
embroidred ouer his armour like a gaudy Summer 
meade, with three fcarfes, bracelets, chaines, ouches.: 
in generous reguerdoment, whereof he facrament- 
ally obliged himfelfe, that had the French king as 
many giants in his countrey as hee hath peares or 
grapes, and they flood all enranged on the fhore, 
to interdict his difimbarking, through the thickeft 
thornie quickfet of the he would pierce, or be toft 
vp to heauen on their fpeares, but in honour of 
thofe debonaire Idalian nimphs and their fpangled 
trappings, he would be the firft man fhould fet 
foot in his kingdome, or vnfheath fteele againft 
him. As he promifed fo was his # manly blades 
Manny quasi execution, and in emulation of him, 
hlm^t^ccT whole heards of lights and gentlemen 

Kent Ia are ieS dt fclof,d V P the * r ri g ht e y eS W * h * P^Ce 

sccnded. Q f ^j^ euer y one> g^ vowed neuer to 
vncouer them or let the fee light, til in the 
aduancement of their miftrefle beauties, they had 
enaded with their brandiiht bilbow blades fome 
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chiualrous Bellerophons trick at armes, that from 
Salomons Hands to S. Magnus corner, might cry 
clang againe. O it was a braue age then, and fo 
it is euer, where there are oflfenfiue wars, and not 
defenfiue, & men fight for the fpoile, and not in 
feare to be fpoiled, & are as liones feeking out their 
pray, and not as fheepe that lie ftill whiles they are 
prayd on. The redde herring is a legate of peace 
and fo abhorrent from vnnatural bloudfhed, that if 
in his quarrell or bandying, who fhould harbing 
him, there be any / hewing or flafhing, or trials of 
life & death, there where that hang-man embowel- 
ling is, his purfuiuants or balies returne non eft 
inuentus, out of one bailwick he is fled, neuer to 
be fattened on there more. The Scotifh Iockies 
or Redfhanks (fo furnamed of their immoderate 
raunching vp the redfhanks or red herrings) vp- 
holde & make good the fame. Their clacke or 
gabbling to this purport : How in diebus Hits, when 
Robert de Breaux their gud king Jent his deare 
heart to the haly land, for reafon he caud not gang 
thider himfelfe (or then or thereabout, or whilome 
before, or whilome after y it matters not) they had 
the ftaple or fruits of the herring in their road or 
channel^ till afoule ill feud arofe amongft his/efitaries 
and Jeruitors y and there was mickle tule, and a 
blacke warld 9 and a deale of whinyards drawne 
about him, and many facklejfe wights and praty 
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barnes run through the tender weambs, and fra 
thence ne Jarry taile of a herring in thilke found 
they caud gripe. This language or parley haue I 
vfurpt from fome of the defteft lads in all Eden- 
borough towne, which it will be no impeachment 
for the wifeft to turne loofe for a tfueth, without 
any diffident wraftling with it. The fumpathy 
thereunto in our owne frothy ftreames we haue 
tooke napping : wherfore without any further bol- 
ftring or backing, this Scottifli hiftory may beare 
palme, & if any further bolftring or backing be 
required, it is euident by the confeffion of the fixe 
hundred Scotiih witches executed in Scotland at 
Bartelmewtide was twelue-moneth, that in Yar- 
mouth road they were all together in a plumpe 
on Chriftmafle eue was two yere, when the great 
floud was, & there flood vp iuch ternados & 
furicanos of tempefts, in enuy (as I colled), that 
the ftaple of the herring from them was translated 
to Yarmuth, as will be fpoke of there whiles any 
winds or ftormes & tempefts chafe & puflfe in 
the lower region. They and all the feafaring 
townes vnder our temperate zone of peace, may 
well enuy her profperity, but they cannot march 
cheeke by iowle with her or coequall her, and 
there's no fuch manifeft figne of great profperity 
as a generall / enuy encompafling it. Kings, noble- 
men, it cleaues vnto that walke vpright, and are 
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anything happy ; & euen amongft meane artificers 
it thrufts in his foot, one of the enuying another 
if he haue a knack aboue another, or his gains be 
greater, and if in his arte they cannot difgrace 
him they will finde a ftarting hole in his life that 
(hall confound him: for example: There is # a 
mathematical! Smith or artificer in Yar- •i ohn Thur- 
mouth that hath made a locke and key We - 
that weighes but three farthings, and a cheft with 
a paire of knit gloues in the till of it, whofe poife 
is no more but a groat : now I do not thinke but 
all the Smiths in London, Norwich, or Yorke, (if 
they heard him) would enuy him, if they could 
not outworke him. Hydra herring will haue 
euery thing * Sybarite dainty, where he 
lays knife aboord, or he wil fly them, barites neuer 
he wil not looke vpon them. Stately any banouet 
borne, (lately fprung he is, the beft moncths warn- 
bloud of the Ptolemies no ftatelier, and 
with what ftate he hath bene vfed from his fwadling 
clouts, I haue reiterated vnto you, and which is 
a note aboue ela, (lately Hyperion or the lordly 
fonne, the mod rutilant planet of the feue, in 
Lent when Heralius herring enters into his chiefe 
reign and fcepterdome, (kippeth and danfeth, the 
goats iumpe on the earth for ioy of his entrance. 
Do but marke him on your walles any morning 
at that feafon, how he fallies & laualtos, and you 
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wil fay I am no fabler. Of fo eye bewitching a 
deaurate ruddie dy is the (kincoat of this Lants- 
graue, that happy is that nobleman who for his 
colours in armory can neereft imitate his chimicall 
temper, nay which is more, if a man ihould tell 
you that god Himens faflron colour'd robe were 
made of nothing but red herrings (kins, you would 
hardly beleeue him : fuch is the obduracy & hard- 
nefle of heart of a number of infidels in thefe 
dayes, they will teare herrings out of their (kins, 
as faft as one of thefe Exchequer tellers can turnc 
ouer a heape of money, but his vertues both 
exterior and interior, they haue no more tafte o£ 
then of a difh of ftockfifh. Somewhere I haue 
fnatcht vp a ieaft of a king that was defirous to 
try /what kinde of flefli-meat was moft nutritiue 
profperous with a mans body, and to that purpofe 
he commanded foure hungry fellowes, in foure 
feparate roomes by themfelues to bee (hut vp for 
a yeare and a day, whereof the firft /houlde 
haue his gut bumbafted with biefe and nothing 
elfe, till hee cride hold belly holde, and fo the 
fecond to haue his paunch cramd with porke, 
the third with mutton, & the fourth with 
veale. At the tweluemonths ende they were 
brought before him, & he enquired of euery 
one orderly what he had eate. Therewith out 
ftept the ftallfed foreman that had bin at hoft 
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with the fat oxe, and was grown as fat as an 
oxe with tiring on the furloynes, and baft in his 
face, Biefe, Biefe, Biefe. Next the Norfolke hog 
or the fwine-wurrier, who had got him a fagging 
paire of cheeks like a fows paps that giues fuck, 
with the plentyfull mail fet before him, came 
lazily wadling in, and puft out Porke, Porke, 
Porke. Then the fly (heepe-biter iflued into 
the midft, and fummer fetted & flipt flapt it 
twenty times aboue ground, as light as a feather, 
and cride mitton, mitton, mitton : laft the Effex 
calfe or lagman, who had loft the calues of his 
legs with gnawing on the horflegs, (hudring and 
quaking, limpte after, with a vifage as pale as a 
peece of white leather, and a ftaffe in his hande 
and a kerchiefe on his head, and very lamentably 
vociferated veale, veale, veale. A witty toy of 
his noble grace it was, and different from the 
recipes and prefcriptions of our moderne phifi- 
tions, that to any ficke languifhers if they be 
able to waggle their chaps, propound veale for 
one of the higheft nourifhers. 

But had his principalitie gone thorough with fifh 
as well as flefh, and put a man to liuery with the 
red herring but as long, he would haue *a$ much to 

• tt T7 r » * say, as Vrrey, 

come in Hurrey, Hurrey* Hurrey* as if vrrey. vrrey. 

1 • j 1 r i_- o^ofthcprin- 

he were harrying and chafing his «pai places 

a. *> . /• rr r 1 where the hcr- 

enemies, & Beuts of Hampton after he ring is caught. 
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had bene out of his diet, ihould not haue bene able 
to haue Hood before him. A chollericlce parcel! of 
food it is, that who fo ties himfelfe to racke and 
manger to for fiue fummers, and fiue winters, he 
(hall beget a child that will be a fouldiour and a 
commaunder before hee hath caft his firft teeth, 
/ & an Alexander^ a lulius C*far, a Scandtrbega 
Barbaroffd he will proue ere he afpire to thirtie. 

But to thinke on a red Herring, fuch a hot 
ftirring meate it is, is enough to make the crauenft 
daftard proclaime fire and fword againft Spaine. 
The moft jntenerate Virgine wax phifnomy, that 
taints his throate with the leaft ribbe of it, it will 
embrawne and Iron cruft his flefh, and harden his 
(oft bleding vaines as ftiffe and robuftious, as 
branches of Corrall. The art of kindling of fires 
that is praftifed in the fmoking or parching of 
him, is old dog againft the plague. Too foule- 
mouthed I am to becollow or becolHer, him with 
fuch chimnie fweeping attributes of fmoking and 
parching. Wil you haue the fecrete of it? this 
well meaning Paler patriot, & prouiditore and 
fupporter of Yarmouth (which is the locke and key 
of Norfolke) looking pale and fea-ficke at his firft 
landing, thofe that be his ftewards or neceflarieft 
men about him, whirle him in a thought out of 
the raw colde ayre, to lome (lew or hot houle, 
where immuring himfelfe for three or foure dayes, 
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when he vn-houfeth him, or hath caft off his fhel, 
he is as freckled about the gils, & lookes as red 
as a Fox clumme, & is more furly to be fpoken 
with then euer he was before, and like Lais of 
Corinth, will fmile vpon no man except he may 
haue his owne afking. There are that number of 
Herrings vented out of Yarmouth euery yeare 
(though the Grammarians make no plural] number 
of Halec) as not onely they are more by two thoufand 
Laft then our owne land can fpend, but they fil all 
other lands, to whome at their owne prifes they 
fell them ; and happie is he that can firft lay hold 
of them. And how can it bee otherwife, for if 
Corniih Pilchards otherwife called Fumados, taken 
on the (hore of Cornewall, from Iuly to Nouember, 
bee fo faleable as they are in Fraunce, Spaine, 
and Italy, (which are but counterfets to the red 
Herring as Copper to Golde, or Ockamie to filuer, 
much more, there elbows itch for ioy, when they 
meete with the true Golde, the true red Herring 
it felfe. No true flying fifh but he, or if there be, 
that fifh neuer flies but when his / wings are wet, 
and the red Herring flyes beft when his wings are 
dry : throughout Belgia, high Germanie, Fraunce, 
Spaine and Italy hee flyes, and vp into Greece, 
and Africa South, and Southweft, Eftritch-like 
walkes his ftations, and the Sepulcher : Palmers or 
Pilgrims, becaufe hee is fo portable, fill their Scrips 
n. v. 33 
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with them, yea no difpraife to the bloud of the 
OttamanSy the Nabuchedone/or of Conftantinoplc, 
and Giantly A nt<tu s y that neuer yawneth nor neezeth 
but he affrighteth the whole earth, gormandizing 
muncheth him vp for imperiall dainties, and will 
not fpare his Idol Mahomet a bit with him, no, not 
though it would fetch him from heauen fortie 
yeares before his time ; whence with his Doue that 
he taught to pecke Barley out of his eare, and 
brought his Difciples into a fooles paradife, that 
it was the holy ghoft in her fimilitude, he is 
expected euery minute to defcend: but I am affraid, 
as he was troubled with the falling ficknefle, in 
his life time, in felfe manner it tooke him in his 
mounting vp to heauen, & fo ab inferno nulla 
redemption he is falne backward into hell, and they 
are neuer more like to heare of him. Whiles I 
am fhuffling and cutting with thefe long coated 
Turkes, would any antiquarie would explicate vnto 
Turbantothe mee this remblere or quidditie, whether 

great lawnc •/•,—•■ i i a i 

rouie Turkes thole Turbanto groutheads,* that hang 
their heads, all men by the throates on Iron hookes, 
euen as our Toers hang all their Herrings by the 
throates on wodden fpits, firft learnd it of our 
Herring men, or our herring men of them. Why 
the Alcheronfhip of that Belzabub of Saracens, 
Rhinoceros Zelim aforefaid, (hold fo much delight 
in this fhinie animal], I cannot gefle, except hee 
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had a defire to imitate Midas in eating of gold, or 
Dionifius in ftripping of Iupiter out of his golden 
Coate ; and to (hoote my fooles bolt amongft you, 
that fable of Midas eating gold, had no other 
fhadow or inclufiue pith in it, but he was of a 
queafie ftomacke, and nothing hee could fancie, 
but this newe found guilded fi(h, which Bacchus at 
his requeft gaue him, (though it were not knowne 
here two thoufand yeare after / for it was the 
delicates of the gods, & no mortall foode, til of 
late yeares) Midas vnexperienft of the nature of 
it, (for he was a foole that had afles eares) fnapt it 
vp atone blow, & becaufe in the boyling or feathing 
of it in his maw, he felt it commotion a little and 
vpbraide him, he thought he had eaten golde 
in deede, and thereupon dire<5ted his Orizons to 
Bacchus afrefh, to helpe it out of his crop againe, 
and haue mercy vpon him and recouer him: hee 
propenfiue inclining to Midas deuotion in euery 
thing, in lieu of the friendly hofpitalities, drunken 
Silenus his companion found at his hands when he 
ftrayed from him, bad him but goe wafh himfelfe 
in the riuer Paffolus, that is, goe wafh it downe 
foundly with flowing cups of Wine, and he fhould 
be as well as euer hee was. By the turning of 
the riuer Paifolus into golde, after he had ren'd 
and clarified himfelfe in it (which is the clofe of 
the fi&ion) is fignified that in regard of that blefled 
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operation of the iuice of the grape on htm, from 
that day forth in nothing but golden cups he 
would drinke or quaffe it, whereas in wodden 
Mazers, and Agathocles earthen ftuffe, they trillild 
it off before, and that was the firft time that any 
golden cups wer vfed. 

Follow this trad in expounding the tale of 
Dionifius and Iupiter^ and you cannot goe amifle. 
No fuch Iupiter^ no fuch golden coated image was 
there : but it was a plaine golden coated red herring 
without welt or garde, whome for the ftrangenes 
of it (they hauing neuer beheld a beaft of that hue 
before) in their temples infhrined for a god, and 
infomuch as Iupiter had fhewed the fuch flippery 
pranckes more than once or twife, in fhifting 
himfelfe into fundry ihapes, and rayning himfelfe 
downe in golde into a womans lappe, they thought 
this too might be a tricke of youth in him, to alter 
himfelfe into the forme of this golden Scali-ger> 
or red herring. And therefore as to Iupiter they 
fell downe on their mary bones, & lift vp their 
hay-cromes vnto him. Now King "Dionifius being 
a good wife-fellow, for he was afterwards a fchoole- 
'mafter & had plaid the watch man to Plato & 
fpit in Ariftip j pus the Philofophers face, many a 
time and oft, no fooner entred their teple, & faw 
him fit vnder his Canopie fo budgely with a whole 
Goldfmiths ftall of iewelles and rich offerings at 
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his feete, but to him he ftept, and pluckt him from 
his ftate with a wennion, then drawing out his 
knife moft iracundioufly, at one whifke lopt off his 
head, and ftript him out of his golden demy or 
mandillion, and flead him, and thruft him downe 
his pudding houfe at a gobbe : yet long it profpered 
not with him, (fo reuengefull a iuft Iupiter is the 
red Herring) for as he tare him from his throne, 
and vncafed him of his habiliments, fo in fmal deuo- 
lution of yeres, from his throne was he chaced, 
and cleane ftript out of his royalty, & glad to go 
play the Schoolemaifter at Corinth, and take a 
rodde in his hand for his fcepter, and horne-booke 
Pigmeis for his fubie&s, id eft y (as I intimated 
fome dozen lines before) of a tyrant to become a 
frowning pedant or fchoolemaifter. 

Many of you haue read thefe (lories, and coulde 
neuer picke out any fuch Englifh, no more would 
you of the Ifmael Perfians Haly, or Mortus Alli^ 
they worfhip, whofe true etimologie is, mortuum 
halcc, a dead red herring, and no other, though by 
corruption of fpeech, they falfe dialed: and mifle- 
found it Let any Perfian oppugne this> and in 
fpite of his hairie tuft or loue-locke, he leaues on 
the top of his crowne, to be pilld vp, or pullied 
vp to heauen by, He fet my foot to his, & fight 
it out with him, that their fopperly god is not 
fo good as a red Herring. To recount ab ouo, or 
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from the church-booke of his birth, howc the 
Herring firft came to be a fifli, and then how he 
came to be king of fifhes, and grad[at]ionatcly, 
how from white to red he changed, would require 
as ma (lie a toombe as Hollingfhead ; but in halfe a 
pennyworth of paper I wil / epitomize them. Let 
me fee, hath any bodie in Yarmouth heard of 
Leandcr and Hero, of whome diuine Muftus fung, 
and a diuincr Mufe then him, Kit Marlow? 

Twoo faithfull louers they were, as euerie appren- 
tifc in Paulcs churchyard will tell you for your loue, 
und fel you for your mony : The one dwelt at 
Abidos in Afia, which was Leander, the other 
which was Hero, his Miftris or Delia, at Seftos in 
Kurope, and (he was a pretty pinckany and Venus 
pried ; and but an arme of the fea diuided them : 
it diuided them and it diuided them not, for ouer 
that arme of the fea could be made a long arme. 
In their parents the mod diuifion refted, and their 
townes that like Yarmouth and Leyftoflfe were 
ftil at wrig wrag, & fuckt fro their mothers teates 
fcrpentine hatred one againft each other. Which 
droue Leander when he durft not deale aboue 
boord, or be feene aboorde any (hip, to faile to 
his I^ady deare, to play the didopper and ducking 
water fpaniel to fwim to her, nor that in the day, 
but by owle light. 

What will not blinde night doe for blinde Cupid ? 
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and what will not blinde Cupid doe in the night 
which is his blindmans holiday ? By the feafide 
on the other fide, ftoode Heroes tower, fuch 
another tower as one of our Irifh caftles, that is 
not fo wide as a belfree, and a Cobler cannot iert 
out his elbowes in ; a cage or pigeonhoufe, romth- 
fome enough to comprehend her and the toothlefle 
trotte her nurfe, who was her onely chatmate 
and chambermaide ; confultiuely by her parents 
being fo encloiftred fro refort, that fhe might 
Hue chafte veftall Prieft to Venus the queene of 
vnchaftitee. Shee would none of that, fhe thanked 
them, for fhee was better prouided, and that which 
they thought ferued their turn belt of fequeftring 
her from / company, ferued her turne beft to em- 
brace the company fhe defired. Fate is a fpaniel 
that you cannot beate from you ; the more you 
thinke to crofle it, the more you blefle it, and 
further it. 

Neither her father nor mother vowed chaftitie 
when fhe was begote, therefore fhe thought they 
begat her not to Hue chafte, & either fhe muft 
proue her felfe a baftard, or fhew herfelfe like 
them. Of Leander you may write vpon, and it 
is written vpon, fhe likte well, and for all he 
was a naked man, and cleane difpoyled to the 
fkinne, when hee fp raw led through the brackifh 
fuddes to fcale her tower, all the ftrength of it 
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could not hold him out. O ware a naked man : 
Cithercacs Nunnes haue no power to refifte him: 
and fome fuch qualitie is afcribed to the lion. 
Were hee neuer fo naked when he came to her, 
becaufe he (hould not fkarc her, fhe found a 
meanes to couer him in her bed, & for he might 
not take cold after his fwimming, (he lay clofe 
by him, to keepe him warme. This fcuffling or 
bopeepe in the darke they had a while without 
weame or bracke, and the olde nurfe (as there 
bee three things feldome in their right kinde till 
they bee old, a bawd, a witch, and a midwife) 
executed the huckftring office of her yeres very 
charily & circumfpe&ly til their Aiding ftarres 
reuolted from them ; and then for feauen dayes 
togither, the winde and the Hellefpont contended 
which fhuld howle louder ; the waues dafhed vp 
to the cloudes, and the clouds on the other fide 
fpat and driueld vpon them as faft. 

Hero wept as trickling as the heauens, to 
thinke that heauen (hould fo diuorce them. 
Leander ftormed worfe than the ftormes, that 
by them hee fhould be fo reftrained from his 
Cinthya. At Seftos was his foule, and hee coulde 
not abide to tarry in Abidos. Rayne, fnowe, 
haile, or blowe it howe it could, into / the 
pitchie Helefpont he leapt when the moone and 
all her torch-bearers were afraide to peepe out 
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their heads ; but he was peppered for it, hee 
hadde as good haue tooke meate, drinke, and 
leifure, for the churlifh frampold waues gaue him 
his belly full of fifh-broath, ere out of their 
laundry or wafhe-houfe they would graunt him 
his coquet or tranfire, and not onely that, but 
they fealde him his quietus cft> for curuetting 
any more to the mayden tower, and tofled his 
dead carcafle, well bathed or parboyled, to the 
fandy threftiold of his leman or orenge, for a 
difiune or morning breakfaft. All that Hue long 
night could fhe not fleepe, (he was fo troubled 
with the rheume: which was a figne fhe fhould 
heare of forac drowning : Yet towards cocke- 
crowing fhe caught a little (lumber, and then 
fhee dreamed that Leander and fhee were playing 
at checkeftone with pearles in the bottome of the 
fea. 

You may fee dreames are not fo vaine as they 
are preached of, though not in vaine, Preachers 
inueigh againft them, and bende themfelues out 
of the peoples mindes, to exhale their foolifh 
fuperftition. The rheume is the ftudents difeafe, 
and who ftudy moft, dreame moft. The labouring 
mens hands glowe and blifter after their dayes 
worke : the glowing and bliftering of our braines 
after our day labouring cogitations are dreames, 
and thofe dreames are reaking vapours of no 

n. v. 34 
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impreflion, if our matelcflc couches bee not 
halfe empty. Hero hoped, and therefore fhee 
dreamed (as all hope is but a drcame); her hope 
was where her heart was, and her heart winding 
and turning with the winde, that might winde 
her heart of golde to her, or elfe tume him from 
her. Hope and feare both combatted in her, 
and both thefe are wakefull, which made her at 
breake of day (what an olde / crone is the day, 
that is fo long a breaking) to vnloope her luket 
or cafement, to looke whence the blafts came, or 
what gate or pace the fea kept, when forthwith 
her eyes bred her eye-fore, the firft white where- 
on their tranfpiercing arrowes ftruck, being the 
breathlefle corps of Leander : with the fodaine 
contemplation of this piteous fpe&acle of her loue, 
fodden to haddocks meate, her forrowe could not 
choofe but be indefinite, if her delight in him 
were but indifferent ; and there "is no woman but 
delights in forrow, or (he would not vfe it fo 
lightly for euery thing. 

Downe fhee ranne in her loofe night -gowne, and 
her haire about her eares (euen as Semtramis ranne 
out with her lie-pot in her hand, and her blacke 
dangling trefles about her moulders, with her 
iuory combe enfnarled in them, when (he heard 
that Babtlon was taken) and thought to haue 
kift his dead corfe aliue againe, but as on his 
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blew iellied fturgcon lips, fhe was about to clappc 
one of thofe warme plaifters, boyftrous woolpacks 
of ridged tides, came rowling in, and raught him 
from her, (with a minde belike to carrie him 
backe to Abides.) At that fhe became franticke 
Bacchanal outright, & made no more bones but 
fprag after him, and fo refignd vp her Priefthood, 
and left worke for Mufaus and Kit Marlowe. 
The gods, and gods and goddefles all in a rowe 
bread and crow, from Ops to Pomona, the firft 
apple wife, were fo dumpt with this miferable 
wracke, that they beganne to abhorre al moyfture 
for the feas fake : and Iupiter could not endure 
Gammed his cup-bearer to come in his prefence, 
both for the diflike he bore to Neptunes banefull 
ficour, as alfo that hee was fo like to Ltander. 
The funne was fo in his mumps vppon it, that 
it was almoft noone before hee could goe to cart 
that day, and then with fo ill a will hee went, that 
hee had thought / to haue topled his burning carre 
or Hurrie currie into the fea (as Phaeton did) to 
fcorch it and dry it vppe, and at night when hee 
was begrimed with duft and fweate of his iourney, 
he would not defcend as hee was woont, to wafh 
him in the Ocean, but vnder a tree layde him 
downe to reft in his cloathes all night, and fo did 
the fcouling Moone vnder another faft by him, 
which of that are behighted the trees of the Sunne 
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and Moone, and arc the fame that Syr Iohn 
Mandeuik tels vs hee fpoke with, and that fpoke 
to Alexander. Venus., for Here was her prieft, and 
Iuno Lucina the midwifes goddeffe, for ihe was 
now quickned, and caft away by the cruelty of 
Molus, tooke breade and fait and eate it, that 
they would bee fmattlie reuenged on that trucu- 
lent windy iailour, and they forgot it not, for 
Venus made his fonne and his daughter to com- 
mttte inccft together. Lucina, that there might 
bee fome lifting characters of his fhame, helpt 
to bring her to bedde of a goodly boy, and 
Melus boulting out al this, heapt murder vpon 
murder. 

The dint of deftiny could not be repeald in the 
reuiuing of Here & Leandir, but their hcauenly 
hoods in theyr fynode thus decreede, that for they 
were either of them feaborderers and drowned in 
the fea, ftil to the fea they muft belong, and bee 
diuided in habitation after death, as they were in 
their life time. Leander, for that in a cold darke 
teftie night he had his pafport to Charon, they 
terminated to the vnquiet cold coaft of Ifeland; 
where halfe the yeare is nothing but murke 
night, and to that fifh tranflated him, which of 
vs is termed Ling. Here, for that the was pagled 
and timpanized, and fuftained two lofles vnder 
one, they footebald their heades togither, & 
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protcftcd to make the ftem of her loynes of all 
fifties, the flanting Fabian or Palmerin of Eng- 
land, which is Cad / wallader Herring, and as 
their meetings were but feldome, and not fo oft 
as welcome, fo but feldome fhould they meete 
in the heele of the weeke at the beft mens tables, 
vppon Fridayes and Satterdayes, (the holy time of 
Lent exempted) and then they might be at meate 
and meale for feuen weekes togtther. 

The nurfe or mother Mampudding, that was 
a cowring on the backe fide whiles thefe things 
were a tragedizing, led by the fcritch or outcry 
to the profpeft of this forrowfull heigho, as 
(bone as through the raueld button holes of her 
bleare eyes, (he had fuckt in & receiued fuch 
a reuelatio of Doomefday, & that fhe faw her 
miftris mounted a cockhorfe, & hoyfted away to 
hell or to heauen, on the backs of thofe rough 
headed ruffians, down fhe funk to the earth, as 
dead as a doore naile, and neuer mumpt cruft 
after. Whereof their fupernalities (hauing a drop 
or two of pitty left of the huge hogfhead of 
teares they fpent for Hero & Leander) feemed 
to be fomething (brie, though they could not 
weepe for it, and becaufe they would bee fure 
to haue a medicine that fhould make them weep 
at all times, to that kinde of graine they turned 
her, which wee call muftard-feede, as well for 
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(hee was a (hrewifti fnappifh bawd, that wold 
bite ofF a mas nofe with an anfwere, and had 
rumatique fore eyes that ran alwaies, as that 
(he might accompany Hero & Leander after 
death, as in hir life time: & hece it is that 
muftard bites a ma fo by the nofe, & makes 
him weep & water his plants when he tafteth 
it: & that Hero & Leander ', the red Herring 
and Ling, neuer come to the boord without 
muftard, their waiting maid: & if you marke 
it, muftard looks of the tanned wainfcot hue, 
of fuch a withered wrinklefaced beldam as (he 
was, that was altred thereinto. Louing Hero, 
how euer altered, had a fmack of loue ftil, 
& therfore to the coaft of louing-land / (to 
Yarmouth neere adioyning, & within her liberties 
of Kirtley roade) (he accuftomed to come in 
pilgrimage euery yeare, but contentions arifing 
there, and (hee remembring the euent of the con- 
tentions betwixt Seftos and Abidos> that wrought 
both Leander s death and hers, (hunneth it off late, 
and retireth more northwards: fo (he (hunneth 
vnquiet Humber, becaufe Elftred was drowned 
there, and the Scots Seas, as before, & euery 
other fea where any bloud hath bin (pilt, for her 
owne feas fake, that fpilt her fweete fweetehearts 
bloud and hers. 

Whippet, turne to a new leflbn, and ftrike wee 
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vp Iohn for the King, or tell howe the Herring 
fcrambled vp to be King of all fifties. So it fel 
vpon a time and tide, though not vppon a holiday, 
a faulconer bringing ouer certaine hawkes out 
of Ireland^ and airing them aboue hatches on fhip- 
boord, and giuing them ftones to caft & fcoure, 
one of them broke loofe from his fift ere he was 
aware ; which beeing in her Kingdome, when fhee 
was got vppon her wings, and finding her felfe 
emptie, gorged after her cafting, vp to heauen flie 
towred to feeke pray, but there being no game to 
pleafe her, downe fhe fluttered to the fea againe, 
and a fpeckled fifh playing aboue the water, at it 
fhe ftrooke, miftaking it for a partrich. A fharke 
or Tuberon that lay gaping for the flying fifh 
hard by, what did me he, but feeing the marke fall 
fo iuft in his mouth, chopt aloft, and fnapt her vp 
belles and all, at a mouthfull. The newes of this 
murderous ad, carried by the Kings fifher, to the 
eares of the land foules, there was nothing but 
arme, arme, to fea, to fea, fwallow and titmoufe ; 
to take chafticemet of that trefpafle of bloud & 
death committed againft a peere of their bloud 
royal Preparation was made, the mufter taken, 
the leaders allotted, and had their bils / to take vp 
pay ; an old gofhawke for general was appointed, 
for Marfhall of the field, a Sparhawke, whom for 
no former defert they putte in office, but becaufe 
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it was one of their linage, had fuftained that 
wrong, and they thought they would be more 
implacable in condoling and commiferating. The 
Peacocks with their fpotted coates and affrighting 
voyces for heralds they pickt and enlifted, and the 
cockadoodling cocks for their trumpeters, (looke 
vpon any cocke, and looke vpon any trumpeter, 
and fee if hee looke not as red as a cocke 
after his trumpeting, and a cocke as red as he 
after his crowing.) The kift relies or windfuckers, 
that filling themfelues with winde, fly againft 
the winde euermore, for their ful-failed ftanderd- 
bearers, the Cranes for pikemen, and the wood- 
cocks for demilances, and fo of the reft euery 
one according to that place by nature hee was 
moft apt for. Away to the landes ende they 
trigge all the fkie-bred chirpers of them. When 
they came there Aequora nos terrent fcf ponti 
triftis imago. They had wings of goodwil to 
fly with, but no webbes on their feete to fwimme 
with : for except the water-foules had mercie 
vpon them, and ftood their faithfull confederates 
and backe-friends, on their backes to tranfport 
them, they might returne home like good fooles, 
and gather ftrawes to build their nefts, or fal to 
theyr old trade of picking wormes. In fum, to 
the water foules vnanimately they recourfe, and 
befought Ducke, and Drake, Swanne and Goofe, 
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Halcions & Seapies, Cormorants & Sea-guls of 
their oary affiftance, & aydeful furtherance in this 
a&ion. 

They were not obdurate to be intreated, though 
they had little caufe to reuenge the hawkes quarrell 
from them, hauing receiued fo many high dis- 
pleafures, and (laughters, and rapines of their race, 
yet /in a generall profecution priuate feuds they 
trode vnderfoote, and fubmitted their endeuors to 
be at theyr limitation in euery thing. 

The puffin that is halfe fifh, halfe flefh (a Iohn 
indifferent, and an Ambodexter betwixt either) be- 
wrayed this confpiracie to Protaus heards, or the 
fraternity of fifties; which the greater giants of 
Ruffia & Ifland, as the whale, the fea horfe, the 
Norfe, the waflerman, the Dolphin, the Grampoys 
fleered and geered at as a ridiculous danger, but 
the lefler pigmeis & fpawne of them, thought it 
meete to prouide for themfelues betime, and ele<5b 
a king among** them that might deraine them 
to battaile, and vnder whofe colours they might 
march againft thefe birdes of a feather, that had 
fo colleagued themfelues togither to deftroy 
them. 

Who this king fhould bee, befhackled theyr 
wits, and layd them a dry ground euery one. No 
rauening fifh they would putte in armes, for 
feare after hee had euerted their foes, and flefht 

n. v. 3S 
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himfelfc in bloud, for interchange of diet, hee 
woulde rauen vp them. 

Some politique delegatory Scipio, or witty pated 
Petito, like the heire of Laertes per apherifios, 
Vlyffes, (well knowne vnto them by his pro- 
lixious fea wandering, and dauncing on the toplefle 
tottering hilles) they would fingle forth, if it 
might be, whom they might depofe when they 
Hft, if he mould begin to tyranize, and fuch a 
one as of himielfe were able to make a found 
partie if all fayled, and bid bafe to the enemie 
with his own kindred and followers. 

None woonne the day in this but the Herring, 
whom al their clamorous fuffrages faluted with 
Vuu le roy, God faue the King, God feue the 
King, faue only the Playfe and the Butte, that 
made wry mouthes at him, / and for their 
mocking haue wry mouthes euer fince, and the 
Herring euer fince weares a coronet on his head, 
in token that hee is as he is. Which had the 
word end of the ftaffe in that fea iourney or 
cannazado, or whether fame fowler with his nets 
(as this hoft of fethermongers were getting vp 
to ride double) inuolued or intangled them, or 
the water foules playde them falfe (as there is 
no more loue betwixt them, then betwixt faylers 
and land fouldiours) and threw them off their 
backs, and lette them drowne when they were 
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launched into the deepe, I leaue to fome Alfonfus 
Poggius or jEfope to vnwrap, for my penne is 
tired in it : but this is notorious, the Herring 
from that time to this, hath gone with an army, 
and neuer ftirres abroade without it, and when 
he ftirs abroad with it, he fendes out his fcowts 
or fentinels before him, that oftentimes are 
intercepted, and by theyr parti-coloured liueries 
defcried, whom the mariners after they haue 
tooke, vfe in this fort: eight or nine times they 
fwinge them about the maine mail, and bid 
them bring fo many laft of Herrings as they 
haue fwinged them times, and that fhall be theyr 
ranfome, and fo throw them into the fea againe. 
King by your leaue, for in your king fhippe I 
muft leaue you, and repeate how from white 
to redde you camelionized. 

It is to bee read, or to bee heard of, howe 
in the Princefhip or nonage of Cerdicke fandes, 
when the beft houfes and walles there were of 
mudde or canuaze, or Poldaines entilements, a 
Hfherman of Yarmouth hauing drawne fo many 
herrings, hee wift not what to do withall, hung 
the refidue that he could not fel nor fped, in 
the footy roofe of his fhad a drying; or fey 
thus, his fhad was a cabbinet in dec i mo fcxto, 
builded on foure crutches, and hee had no roome 
in it, but in that garret or Excel/is to lodge them, 
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where if they were / drie, let them bee drie, for 
in the fea they had drunke too much, and now 
hee would force them doo penance for it 

The weather was colde, and good fires hee 
kept, (as fifhermen, what hardnefle foeuer they 
endure at fea, they will make all fmoake, but 
they will make amendes for it, when they come 
to land) and what with his fiering and (moking, 
or fmokie firing, in that his narrow lobby, — his 
herrings, which were as white as whales bone 
when hee hung them vp, nowe lookt as red 
as a lobfter. It was fowre or fiue dayes before 
either hee or his wife efpied it, & when they 
efpied it, they fell downe on their knees & 
blefled themfelvs, & cride, a miracle, a miracle, 
& with the proclaiming it among their neigh- 
bours they could not be content, but to the 
court the fifherman would, and prefent it to the 
King, then lying at Borrough Caftle two mile 
off. 

Of this Borrough Caftle, becaufe it is fo auncient, 
and there hath beene a Cittie there, I will enter 
into fome more fpeciall mention. The floud 
Waueny running through many Townes of hie 
Suffblke vp to Bungey> and from thence in- 
croching neerer and neerer to the fea, with 
his twining & winding it cuts out an Hand of 
fome amplitude, named Louingland. The head 
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Towne in that Hand is Ley ft of e, in which bee it 
knowne to all men I was borne, though my father 
fprang from the Na/hes of Herefordfhire. 

The next Towne from Ley ft of e towardes 
Yarmouth is Corton, and next Gorlfton. More 
onwardly on the left hande, where Waueny and 
the riuer Ierns mixe their waters, Cnoberi vrbs> 
the Cittie of Cnober, at this day termed Burgh 
or Borough Caftle, had his being. 

This cittie and caftle faith Bede and Maifter 
Camden, or rather M. Camden out of Bede, by 
the woodes about / it, and the driuing of the 
fea vppe to it, was moft pleafant. In it one 
Furfaeus a Scot, builded a monaftery, at whofe 
perfwafion Sigebert king of the eaft Angles, 
gaue ouer his kingdome and led a monafticall 
life there : but forth of that monaftery hee was 
haled againft his will, to incourage his fubie&s 
in their battaile againft the Mercians, where he 
perifhed with them. 

Nothing of that Caftle faue tartered ragged 
walles nowe remaines, framed foure fquare, and 
ouergrowne with briars and bufhes, in the ftubbing 
vp of which, erft whiles they digge vppe Romane 
coynes, and booies and anchors. Well, thither 
our Fifherman fet the beft legge before, and vn- 
fardled to the King his whole fachel of wonders. 
The King was as fuperftitious in worshipping thofe 
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miraculous herrings as the fiftierman, licenfed him 
to carry the vp & downe the realme for ftrange 
monfters, giuing to Cerdelc fands (the birth place 
of fuch monftrofities) many priuileges, and in 
that the quantitie of them that were caught (b 
encreafed, he afligned a broken fluce in the Hand 
of Louingland, called Herring Fleete, where they 
fhoulde difburden and difcharge their boates of 
them, and render him cuftome. Our Herring 
fmoker hauing worn his monfters ftale throughout 
England, fported over feas to Rome with a Pedlers 
packe of the to the Papall chaire of Vigilius ; he 
that firft inftituted Saints eeues or Vigils to be 
fafted. By that time hee came thither, he had 
but three of his Herrings left, for by the way 
he fell into the theeuifh hands of malcontents, 
and of launceknights, of whom he was not only 
robbed of all his mony, but was faine to redeeme 
his life befides with the better parte of his ambry 
of burnifht fifties. 

Thefe herrings three, he rubbed and curried ouer 
till / his armes aked againe, to make them glowe 
and glare like a Turkie brooch, or a London Vint- 
ners figne, thicke iagged, and round fringed, with 
theaming Arfadine, and folding them in a diaper 
napkin as lilly white as Ladies' marrying fmocke, 
to the market fteade of' Rome he was fo bolde as 
to prefer them, and there on a hie ftoole, vnbraced 
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and vnlaced them, to any chapmans eie that woulde 
buye them. The Popes caterer cafting a licorous 
glaunce that way, afked what it was he had to 
fell : the king of fifties hee anfwered : the king 
of fifties replied hee, what is the price of him ? 
A hundred duckats he tolde him: a hundred 
duckats quoth the Popes caterer, that is a kingly 
price indeede, it is for no priuate man to deale with 
him : then hee is for mee fayde the Fiftierman, and 
fo vnftieathed his cuttle-bong, and from the nape 
of the necke to the taile difmembred him, and 
pauncht him vp at a mouthfull. Home went his 
Beatitudes caterer with a flea in his eare, and 
difcourfed to His HolinefTe what had happened. 
Is it the king of Fifties? the Pope frowningly 
ftiooke him vp like a catte in a blanket, and is 
any man to haue him but I that am king of kings, 
and lord of lords? Go giue him his price I 
commaund thee, and lette mee tafte of him incon- 
tinently. Backe returned the Caterer like a dogge 
that had loft his taile, and powred downe the 
herring merchant his hundred ducats for one of 
thofe two of the king of fifties vnfolde ; which 
then he would not take, but ftoode vppon twoo 
hundred. Thereuppon they brake off, the one 
vrging that he had offered it him fo before, and 
the other, that hee might haue tooke him at his 
proffer, which fince he refufed, and now halperd 
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with him : as he eate vp the firft, fo would he 
eate vpp the fecond, and let Pope or patriarch 
of Conftantinople fetch it out of his belly if they 
could : Hee was as good / as his word, and had 
no fooner fpoke the worde, but he did as he 
fpoke. With a heauy heart to the pallace the 
yeoman of the mouth departed, and rehearfed 
this fecond il fuccefle, wherwith Peters fucceflbur 
was fo in his mulliegrums that he had thought 
to haue buffeted him, & curfed him with bell 
book & candle, but he ruled his reafo, & bade 
him, though it coft a million, to let him haue that 
third that refted behind, and hie him expeditely 
thither, left fome other fnatched it vp, and as faft 
from thence againe, for hee fwore by his triple 
crowne, no crumme of refeftion woulde he gnaw 
vpon, till he had fweetened his lippes with it. 

So faid, fo done : thither he flew as fwift as 
Mercury, and threw him two hundred ducats, 
as hee before demaunded. It would not fadge, 
for then the market was raifed to three C. and 
the Caterer grumbling thereat, the fifher fwayne 
was forward to fettle him to his tooles, and tire 
vpon it, as on the other two, had not he held 
his hands, and defired hym to keep the peace, for 
no mony fhould part them : with that fpeech 
hee was quallified, and purfed the three hundred 
ducats, and deliuered him the king of fifties, 
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teaching hym how to geremumble it, fauce it, 
and drefle it, and fo fent him away a glad man. 
All the Popes coolces in their white fleeues and 
linnen aprons met him middle way, to entertaine 
and receyue the king of fifties, and together by 
the eares they went, who ftioulde firft handle 
him or touch him : but the clarlce of the kitchin 
appeafed that ftrife, and would admit none but 
him felfe to haue the fcorching and carbonadoing 
of it, and he kifled his hand thrice, and made as 
many Htimblejfos ere hee woulde finger it: and 
fuch obeyfances performed, he dreft it as he was 
enioyned, kneeling on his knes, and mumbling 
twenty aue Maryes to hymfelfe in the facrifizing 
of it on the coales, that his dili / gent feruice in 
the broyling and combuftion of it, both to his 
kingftiip and to his fatherhood, might not feeme 
v[n] meritorious. The fire had not perft it, but 
it being a fweaty loggerhead greafie fowter, en- 
dugeond in his pocket a tweluemonth, ftunk fo 
ouer the popes pallace, that not a fcullion but 
cryed foh, and thofe which at the firft flocked 
the fafteft about it, now fled the moft from it, 
and fought more to rid theyr hands of it, than 
before they fought to blefle theyr handes with it. 
Wyth much flopping of theyr nofes, between two 
difties they ftued it, and ferued it vp. It was not 
come wythin three chambers of the Pope, but he 
n. v. ,36 
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fmelt it, and vpon the Imelling of it enquiring 
what it fliould be that (ent forth fuch a puiftant 
perfume, the ftanders by declared that it was the 
king of fifties : I conceyted no lefle fayde the Pope, 
for lefle than a king he could not be, that had 
fo flrong a fent, and if his breathe be fo ftrong, 
what is he hymfelfe? like a great king, like a 
ftrong king I will vie hym ; let hym be carried 
backc I fay, and my Cardinalls fhall fetch hym in 
with dirge and proceflions vnder my canopy. 

Though they were double and double weary of 
hym, yet his Edift being a lawe, to the kitchin they 
returned him, whither by and by the whole Col- 
ledge of fcarlet Cardinalles, wyth theyr crofters, 
theyr cenfors, their hofts, their Agnus dries and 
crucifixes, flocked together in heapes as it had 
beene to the conclaue or a generall counlaile, and 
the fenior Cardinal! that ftood next in election to 
the Pope, heaued him vp from the Drefler, with 
a dirge of De profundi* natus eft /ex : rex he 
fliould haue fayd, and fo haue made true latine, 
but the fpirable odor & peftilent fteame attending 
from it, put him out of his bias of congruity, & 
as true as the trueft latin of Prifrian, would haue 
queazened him; like the dampe that tooke both 
Bell and / Baram away, and many a woorthy man 
that day, if he had not beene protected vnder the 
Popes canopy, and the other Cardinalles with 
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theyr holi-water fprinkles, quencht his foggy 
fume and euaporating. About and about the 
inward and bafe court, they circumdufted him, 
with Kirielyfon and Halleluiah, and the chaunters 
in their golden copes and white furpleffes, chaunted 
it out aboue gloria patri, in prayfing of him : the 
Organs playde, the Ordonance at the Caftle of 
Saint Angelos went of£ and all wind inftruments 
blew as loude as the winde in winter, in hispaflado 
to the Popes ordinary or dining chamber, where 
hauing fette him downe, vppon their faces they 
fell flatte, and lickt euery one his ell of duft, in 
douking on all foure vnto him. 

The bufie epitafis of the commedy was, when 
the dirties were vncouered, and the fwarthrutter 
fowre tooke ayre : for then hee made fuch an ayre, 
as Alcides himfelfe that clenfed the ftables of Agxus 
nor any hoftler was able to endure. 

[On] This, at once, the Pope popt it vnder- 
boord, and out of his pallace; worfe it feared him 
then Neptunes Phocqfes, that fcard the horfes of 
Hippolitus, or the harpies Iupitcrs dogges fent to 
vexe Phineus ; the Cardinalles were at their ora 
pro nobis, and held this fufFocation a meete fuffer- 
ance for fo contemning the king of fifties and his 
fubieds, and fleftily furfetting in their carniualles. 
Negromantick forcery, negromanticke forcerie, 
fome euill fpirit of an heretique it is, which 
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thus molefteth his Apoftoliqueftiip. The friars 
and munlces caterwawld from the abbots and 
priors to the nouices, wherefore tanquam in circo, 
wee will trownfe him in a circle, and make him tell 
what Lanterneman, or groome of Hecates clofe 
ftoole hee is, thus nefarioufly and proditorioufly 
prophaning / & penetrating our holy fathers nos- 
trils : what needes there any more ambages? the 
ringoll or ringed circle was compart and chalkt out, 
and the king of fifties by the name of the king 
of fifties, coniured to appeare in the center of it ; 
but Jur do cant ant abjurdi, fine Jurdum y incantant 
fratresjordidi, hee was a king abfolute, and would 
not be at euery mans cal, & if frier Pendela and 
his fellowes, had any thing to fay to him, in his 
admiral court of the fea, let them feek him, and 
neither in Hull, Hell, nor Halifax. 

They feeing that by theyr charmes and fpels, 
they could fpell nothing of him, fell to a more 
charitable fuppofe, that it might bee the diftrefled 
foule of fome king that was drownd, who being 
long in Purgatorie, and not releeued by the praiers 
of the church, had leaue in that difguifed forme, 
to haue egrefle and regrefle to Rome, to craue 
theyr beneuolence of dirges, trentals, and fo foorth, 
to helpe him onward on his iourney to Limbo 
patrum or Elifium, and becaufe they would not 
eafily beleeue what tortures in purgatory hee had 
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fuftained, vnlefle they were eye-witnefles of them, 
hee thought to reprefent to all theyr fences the 
image and Idea of his combuftion and broyling 
there, and the horrible ftinch of his fins accom- 
panying, both vnder his frying and broiling on the 
coles in the Popes kitchin, & the intolerable fmel 
or ftink he fent foorth vnder either. Vna voce in 
this fplene, to Pope Vigilius they ran, and craued 
that the king of fifties might firft haue Chriftian 
buriall, next, that hee might haue mafles fung for 
him, and laft, that for a faint hee would canonize 
him. Al thefe hee graunted, to bee ridde of his 
filthy redolence, and his chiefe calket wherein 
he put all his iewelles, hee made the coffin of 
his enclofure, and for his enfainting, looke the 
Almanack in the beginning of Aprill, and / fee 
if you can finde out fuch a faint as faint Gildarde : 
which in honour of this guilded fifti, the Pope fo 
enfainted : nor there hee refted and ftopt, but in 
the mitigation of the very embers whereon he 
was findged, (that after he was taken of them, 
fumed moft fulfomly of his fatty droppings,) hee 
ordained ember weekes in their memory, to be 
failed euerlaftingly. 

I had well nie forgot a fpeciall poynt of my 
Romifti hiftory, & that is how Madam Celina 
Cornificia, one of the curioufeft curtizans of Rome, 
when the fame of the king of fifties was canon- 
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rored in her eares, fhee fent all hir iewclls to the 
iewifti lumbarde to pawne, to buy and encaptiue 
him to her trenchour, but her purueyour came a 
day after the faire, & as he came, To hee farde, 
for not a fcrap of him but the cobs of the two 
Herrings the Fifherman had eaten remained of 
him, and thofe Cobbes, rather than hee woulde 
go home wyth a fleeuelefle anfwer, he bought at 
the rate of fourefcore ducats (they were rich 
cobbes you muft rate them): and of them all 
cobbing countrey chuffes, which make their bellies 
and their bagges theyr Gods are called riche 
Cobbes. Euery manne will not clappe hands to 
this tale : the Norwichers imprimis, who (ay, the 
firft guilding of Herrings was dedufted from 
them : and after this guife they tune the accent 
of theyr fpeech, how that when Caftor was Nor- 
wich (a Toune twoo mile beyond this Norwich, 
that is termed to this day Norwich Caftor, and 
hauing monuments of a caftle in it enuironing 
fifty acres of ground, and ringbolts in the walks 
whereto fhips were faftned) our Norwich now 
vpon her leggs was a poore fifher towne, and 
the fea fpawled and fpringed vp to her common 
ftayres in Confur ftreete. 

All this may pafle in the Queenes peace, and 
no mi fay bo to it : but bawwaw quoth Bagfhaw 
to that which / drawlacheth behinde, of the firft 
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taking of herrings there, and currying and guyld- 
ing them amongft the, whereof if they could 
whifper to vs any fimple likelihood, or rawbond 
carcafle of reafon, more than their imaginary 
dreame of Guilding crofle in theyr parifh of S. 
Sauiours (now ftumpt vp by the rootes) fo 
named, as they would, haue it, of the fmoaky 
guilding of herrings there firft inuented, I could 
wel haue allowed of, but they muft bring better 
cardes ere they winne it from Yarmouth. 

As good a toy to mocke an ape was it of hym 
that fhewed a country fellow the red fea, where 
all the red Herrings were made (as fome places 
in the fea where the funne is moft tranfpercing, 
and beates wyth his rayes feruenteft, will looke 
as red as blood : ) and the ieaft of a Scholler in 
Cambridge, that (landing angling on the towne 
bridge there, as the country people on the market 
day patted by, fecretly bayted his hook wyth a 
red Herring wyth a bell about the necke, and fo 
conueying it into the water that no man perceiued 
it, all on the fodayn, when he had a competent 
throng gathered about hym, vp he twicht it 
agayne, and layd it openly before them ; whereat 
the gaping rurall fooles, driuen into no lefle 
admiration than the common people about Londo 
fome few yeares fince were at the bubbling of 
Mooreditch, fware by their Chriftendomes that as 
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many dayes and yeeres as they had liued, they 
neuer fawe fuch a myracle of a red herring taken 
in the frefh-water before. That greedy feagull 
ignorance is apt to deuoure any thing. For a new 
Meflias they are ready to expeft of the bedlam 
hatmakers wife by London bridge, he that pro- 
claymes hymfelfe Elias, and fayeth he is infpired 
wyth mutton and porredge ; and with them it is 
currant that Don Sebaftian king of Portugall 
(flayne twenty yeares fince wyth Stukely, at the 
battell of Alcazar) is ray fed from the dead like 
Lazarus, and aliue to be feene at Venice. Let 
them looke to them felues as they will, for I am 
theirs to gull them better than euer I haue done : 
and this I am fure, I haue deftributed gudgeon dole 
amongft them, as Gods plenty as any (tripling of 
my (lender portion of witte, farre or neere. They 
needes will haue it fo, much good do it them, I 
can not doe wythall : For if but carelefly betwixt 
deeping and waking I write, I knowe not what, 
againft plebeian Publicans and (inners (no better 
than the fworne brothers of candlefticke turners 
and tinkers) and leaue fome termes in fufpence 
that my poft-hafte want of argent will not giue 
mee elbowe roome enough to explane or examine 
as I would, out fteps me an infant fquib of the 
Innes of Court, that hath not halfe greafed his 
dining cappe, or fcarce warmed his Lawyers 
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cufhion, and he to approue hymfelfe an extra- 
uagant ftatefman, catcheth hold of a rufh, and 
abfolutely concludeth, it is meant of the Emperour 
of Ruflia, and that it will vtterly marre the 
traflike into that country if all the Pamphlets 
bee not called in and fupprefled, wherein that 
libelling word is mentioned. An other, if but a 
head or a tay le of any beaft, he boafts of in his creft 
or his fcutcheon, be reckoned vp by chaunce in a 
volume, where a man has iuft occafion to reckon 
vp all beafts in armory, he ftrait engageth hym- 
felfe by the honor of his houfe, and his neuer 
reculed fword, to threfh downe the hayry roofe 
of that brayne that fo feditioufly mutinied againft 
hym, with the mortiferous baftinado, or caft fuche 
an vncurable Italian trench in his face, as not the 
bafeft creeper vpon pattens by the high way fide, 
but fhall abhor him worfe than the carrion of a 
dead corfe, or a man hanged vp in gibbets. I / 
will deale more boldly, & yet it fhall be fecurelie, 
and in the way of honeftie, to a number of Gods 
fooles, that for their wealth might be deep wife 
men, and fo foorth (as now a daies in the opinion 
of the beft lawyers of England there is no wife- 
dome without wealth, alleadge what you can to 
the contrarie of all the beggarly fages of Greece) 
thefe I fay out of fome difcourfes of mine, which 
were a mingle mangle cum purre, and I knew not 
n. v. 37 
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what to make of my felfe, haue fifht out fuch a 
deepe politique ftate meaning as if I had al the 
fecrets of court or common-wealth at my fingers 
endes. Talke I of a beare, O it is fuch a man 
that emblazons him in his armes, or of a woolfe, a 
fox, or a camelion, any lording whom they do not 
aflfeft, it is meant by. The great potentate ftirred 
vppe with thofe peruerfe applications, not looking 
into the text it felfe, but the ridiculous comment, 
or if hee lookes into it, foliowes no other more 
charitable comment then that, ftraite thunders 
out his diipleafure, & fhowres downe the whole 
temped of his indignation vpon me, and to amend 
the matter, and fully abfolue himfelfe of this rafti 
error of mifconftruing, he commits it ouer to be 
profecuted by a worfe mifconftruer then himfelfe, 
videlicity his learned counfaile (God forgiue me 
if I (lander them with that title of learned, for 
generally they are not) and they being com- 
pounded of nothing but vociferation and clamour 
rage & fly out they care not howe againft a 
mans life, his perfon, his parentage, twoo houres 
before they come to the poynt, little remembring 
their owne priuy fcapes with their landrefles, or 
their night walkes to Pancredge, togither with the 
hobnaylde houfes of their carterly anceftrie from 
whence they are fprung, that haue coold plow-iades 
buttocks time out of minde, with the breath of 
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their whittling, and with retailing their / dung 
to manure landes, and felling ftrawe and chaffe, 
fcratcht vp the pence to make them gentlemen. 
But Lord howe miferably do thefe Ethnicks when 
they once march to the purpofe, fet words on the 
tenters, neuer reading to a period (which you fhal 
fcarfe find in thirtie fheetes of a lawyers declara- 
tion) wherby they might comprehende the intire 
fence of the writer togither, but difioynt and 
teare euery tillable betwixt their teeth feuerally; 
and if by no meanes they can make it odious, they 
wil be fure to bring it in difgrace by ilfauored 
mouthing and miflbunding it. Thefe bee they that 
vfe mens writings like bruite beafts, to make them 
draw which way they lift, as a principall agent in 
church controuerfies of this our time complaineth. 
I haue red a tale of a poore man and an aduccate, 
which poore man complained to the King of wrong 
that the aduocate hadde doone him, in taking 
away his cow. The King made him no anfwer 
but this, that hee woulde fende for the aduocate, 
and heare what hee could fay. Nay, quoth the 
poore man, if you bee at that paffe that you wil 
pawfe to heare what he wil fay, I haue vtterly loft 
my cowe, for hee hath woords inough to make 
fooles of tenne thoufand. So hee that fhal haue 
his lines bandied by our vfuall plodders in Fitz- 
herbart, lette him not care whether they be right 
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or wrong : for they will writhe and turn them as 
they lift, and make the author beleeue he meant 
that which hee neuer did meane : and for a knitting 
vp conclufion, his credite is vnrepriueably loft, 
that on bare fufpitio in fuch cafes, fhal but haue 
his name controuerted amongeft the, & if I fhould 
fall into their handes, I would be prefled to death 
for obftinate filence, and neuer feeke to cleare my 
felfe : for it is vaine, fince both they will confound 
a mans memory wyth their tedious babbling, 
and / in the firft three wordes of his Apology, 
with impudent exclamations interrupt him, whenas 
their mercenary tongues (lie they neuer fo lowdly) 
without checke or controule, muft haue their free 
paflage for fiue houres together. 

I fpeake of the woffer fort, not of the beft, 
whom I holde in high admiration, as well for 
theyr fingular gifts of art and nature, as theyr 
vntaynted confciences wyth corruption : and from 
fome of them I auowe, I haue heard as excellent 
things flowe, as euer I obferued in Tully or 
Demofthenes. Thofe that were prefent at the 
arraignmet of Lopus, (to infift in no other par- 
ticular) hereof I am fure will beare me record. 
Latinelefle dolts, faturnine heauy headed blun- 
derers, my inueftiue hath relation, to fuch as 
court al Artes puppet-playes, and pretty rattles 
to pleafe children, in comparifon of their confufed 
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barbarous lawe, which if it were fet downe in 
any chriftian language, but the Getan tongue, it 
would neuer grieue a man to ftudie it. 

Neyther Ouid nor Ariofto coulde by any per- 
fwafions of their parents, be induced to ftudy the 
Ciuil lawe, for the harfhnefle of it: how much 
more, (had they bin aliue at this day and borne 
in our nation) would they haue confented to ftudy 
this vnciuill Norman hotpotch, this fow of lead, 
that hath neuer a ring at the end to lift it vp 
by, is without head or foote, the deformedft 
monfter that may bee. I ftand lawing heere what 
with thefe lawyers, and felfe-conceited mifinter- 
preters fo long, that my redde herring which was 
hot broyling on the coles, is waxt ftarke cold 
for want of blowing. Haue with them for a 
riddle or two, onely to fet their wittes a nib- 
bling, and their iobbernowles a working, and fo 
good night to their feigniories, but with this 
indentment and caution, that though there be/ 
neither rime nor reafon in it, (as by my good 
will there fhal not) they according to their 
accuftomed gentle fauors, whether I wil o* no, 
fhall fupply it with either, and runne al the 
peeres of the land in peeuilh moralizing and 
anatomizing it 

There was an Herring, or there was not, for 
it was but a cropftiin, one of the refufe fort of 



294 &A SUES LENTEN STUFFE. 

herrings, and this herring or this cropfhin was 
fenfed and thurified in the fmoake, and had got 
him a fuit of durance, that would laft longer then 
one of Err a Paters Almanacks, or a cun (tables 
browne bill, onely his head was in his tayle, and 
that made his breath fo ftrong, that no man could 
abide him. Well, he was a Triton of his time, 
and a fweete finging calander to the ftate, yet not 
beloued of the fhoury Pleyades or the Colojfus of 
the funne ; howeuer hee thought himfelfe another 
tumidus AntimachuSy as compleate an Adelantado as 
hee that is knowne by wearing a cloake of tuftaffa- 
tie eighteene yeare; and to Lady Turbut there is 
no demurre but he would needs goe a wooing, 
and oflfred her for a dowre, whole hecatombs and 
a twoo-hand-fword : fhee ftarde vpon him with 
Megaras eyes, like Iris the meflenger of Iuno, and 
bad him go eate a fooles head and garlick, for {he 
would none of him : thereuppon particularly ftriftly 
and vfually he replied, that though thunder nere 
lights on Phoebus tree, and Amphion, that worthy 
mufition, was hufband to Niobe, and there was 
no fiich acceptable incenfe to the heauens as the 
bloud of a traitour, reuenged hee would bee by 
one Chimera of imagination or other, and hamper 
and embrake her in thofe mortal ftraights for 
hir difdain, that in fpite of diuine fimmetry & 
miniature, into her bufkie groue fhee fhuld let 
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him enter, and bid adew fweete Lord, or the 
crampe of death fhuld wreft her heart ftrings. 

This / fpeech was no fpireable odor to the 
Achelous of her audience : wherefore fhe charged 
him by the extreame lineaments of the Erimanthian 
beare, and by the priuy fiftula of the Pierides, 
to committe no more fuch excruciating fillables 
to the yeelding ayre, for fhe would fooner make 
her a French-hood of a cowfharde and a gowne 
of fpiders webbes, with the fleeues drawn out 
with cabbages, then be fo contaminated any more 
with his abortiue loathely motiues : with this in 
an olympick rage, he calles for a cleane fhirt, 
and puttes on fiue paire of bufkins, and feeketh 
out eloquent Zenophon> out of whofe mouth the 
Mufes (pake, to declaime in open Courte againft 
her. 

The aftion is entered, the complaint of her 
wintered browes prefented, of a violent rape of 
his heart fhee is indited and conuinced. The 
circumftaunce that followes you may imagine or 
fuppofe : or without fuppofing or imagining, I will 
tell you, the nutte was crackt, the ftrife difcuft, 
and the center of her heart layd open, and to 
this wild of forrowes and excruciament fhe was 
confined, either to bee helde a flat thornebacke 
or fharpe pricking dog-fiih to the weale publique, 
or feale her felfe clofe to his feale-fkind riueld 
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lippes, and fuffer her felfe as a fpirit to be con- 
iured into the hellifh circle of his embraces. 

It would not be good cropfhin, Madam Turbut 
could not away with fuch a drie withered carkafle 
to lie by her: cur rat rex, viuat &x,come what would, 
fhee would none of him : wherfore as a poyfoner 
of mankind with her beautie, fhe was adiudged 
to be boyled to death in hot fcalding water, and 
to haue her pofterity throughly fawft and fowft and 
pickled in barrelles of brinifh teares, fo ruthfull 
and dolorous, that the/ inhabitants of Bqfphoros 
fhould bee laxatiue in deploring it. O for a 
Legion of mice-eyed decipherers and calculaters 
vppon characters, now to augurate what I meane 
by this : the diuell, if it flood vpon his faluation 
cannot do it, much lefle petty diuels, and cruell 
Rhadamants vppon earth, elfe where, (in France 
and Italy Jub intelligitur, and not in our alpicious 
Hand climate) men that haue no meanes to pur- 
chafe credit with theyr Prince, but by putting 
him ftill in feare, and beating into his opinion, 
that they are the onely preferuers of his life, in 
fitting vp night and day in fifting out treafons, 
whe they are the moft traytours themfelues, to 
his life, health, and quiet, in continual commacera- 
ting him with dread and terror, when but to gette 
a penfion, or bring him in theyr debt next to 
God, for vpholding his vital breath, it is neither 
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fo, nor fo, but fome foole, fome drunken man, 
fome madde man in an intoxicate humour hath 
vttered hee knewe not what, and they beeing 
ftarued for intelligence, or want of employment, 
take hold of it with tooth and nayle, and in fpite 
of all the wayters, will violently breake into the 
kings chamber, and awake him at midnight to 
reueale it. 

Say that a more piercing Linceus fight fhould 
diue into the intrailes of this infinuating parafites 
knauery ; to the ftrapado and the ftretching 
torture, hee will referre it for triall, and there 
eyther teare him limbe from limbe, but hee will 
extraft fome capitall confeffion from him, that 
fhal concerne the Princes life, and his crowne 
and dignity, and bring himfelfe in fuch neceflary 
requeft about his prince, as hee may holde him for 
his right hand, and the onely ftaffe of his royalty, 
and thinke he were vndoone if hee were without 
him, when the poore fellow fo tyrannoufly handled, 
would rather in that extremitie of conuulfion, / 
confefle hee crucified Iefus Chrift, then abide 
it any longer. I am not againft it, (for God 
forbid I fhould) that it behooues all loyall true 
fubiects to bee vigilant and iealous for their princes 
fafetie, and certaine too iealous and vigilant of 
it they cannot bee, if they bee good princes that 
raigne ouer them, nor vfe too many meanes of 

n. v. 38 
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difquifition by tortures, or otherwife, to difcouer 
treafons pretended againft them, but vppon the 
leaft wagging of a ftraw to put them in feare 
where no feare is, and make a hurliburlie in the 
realme vpon had I wift, not fo much for any zeale 
or loue to their princes, or tender care of theyr 
preferuation, as to picke thankes, and curry a 
little fauour, that thereby they may lay the foun- 
dation to build a fute on, or crofle fome great 
enemie they haue, I will maintaine it is moft lewd 
and deteftable. I accufe none, but fuch there 
haue beene belonging to Princes in former ages, 
if there bee not at this houre. 

Stay, let me looke about, where am I in my 
text, or out of it ? not out for a groate : out 
for an angell, nay Tie lay no wagers, for nowe 
I perponder more fadlie vpon it, I thinke I am 
out indeede. Beare with it, it was but a pretty 
parenthefis of Princes and theyr parafites, which 
fhall doo you no harme, for I will cloy you with 
Herring before wee part. 

Will you haue the other riddle of the cropfhin 
to make vppe the payre that I promifed you ? 
you fhall, you fhall (not haue it I meane) but 
beare with mee for I cannot fpare it, and I 
perfwade my felfe you wil be well contented to 
fpare it, except it were better then the former ; 
and yet I pray you what fault can you finde with 
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the former? hath it any more fence in it then 
it ftiould haue? is it not right of the merry 
coblers cutte in that witty Play of, the Cafe is 
altered ? 

I /will fpeake a proude word (though it may 
bee counted arrogancy in me to prayfe mine owne 
ftuffe) if it bee not more abfurde then Philipes 
his Venus, the white Tragedie or the greene Knight ; 
or I can tell what Englifh to make of it in part 
or in whole, I wifh in the fouleft weather that 
is, to goe in cutte fpanifh lether fhooes, or filke 
(lockings, or to ftand barehead to a nobleman, 
and not gette of him the price of a periwig to 
couer my bare crown, no not fo much as a pipe 
of Tabacco, to rayfe my fpirites, and warme my 
braine. 

My readers peraduenture may fee more into it 
then I can ; for in comparifon of them, in what- 
foeuer I fet forth, I am Bernardus non vidit omnia, 
as blinde as blinde Bayard, and haue the eyes 
of a beetle : nothing from them is obfcure, they 
being quicker fighted then the funne, to fpie in 
his beames the moates that are not, and able to 
transforme the lighteft murmuring gnat to an 
Elephant. Carpe or defcant they as theyr fpleene 
mooues them, my fpleene mooues me not to file 
my handes with them, but to fall a crafh more 
to the redde herring. 
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Howe many bee there in the worlde that child- 
ifhly depraue Alchumy, and cannot fpell the firft 
letter of it ; in the black booke of which ignorant 
band of fcorners, it may be I am fcorde vp with 
the higheft ; if I be, I muft intreate them to wipe 
me out, for the red herring hath lately beene 
my ghoftly father to conuert me to their fayth : 
the frobatum eft of whofe transfiguration ex 
Luna in Soletn> from his dufkie tinne hew into a 
perfit golden blandifhment, onely by the foggy 
fmoake of the grofleft kind of fire that is, illu- 
mines my fpeculatiue foule, what muche more, 
not fophifticate or fuperficiall eflfe&s, but abfolute 
eflentiall alterations of metalles there may bee 
made / by an artificial repurified flame, and diuerfe 
other helpes of nature added befides. 

Cornelius Agrifpa maketh mention of fome 
Philofophers that held the fkinne of the fheepc 
that bare the golden fleece, to be nothing but a 
booke of Alcumy written vpon it, fb if wee fhould 
examine matters to the proofe, wee fhoulde finde 
the redde Herrings fkinne to be little lefle : the 
accidens of Alcumy I will fweare it is, be it but for 
that experiment of his fmoaking alone, and which 
is a fecret that all Tapfters will curfe mee for 
blabbing, in his fkinne there is plaine witchcraft : 
for doe but rubbe a kanne or quarte pot round 
about the mouth wyth it, let the cunningeft licke- 
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fptggot fwelt his heart out, the beere fhal neuer 
foame or froath in the cupp, whereby to decoye 
men of their meafure, but be as fetled as if it 
ftoode al night. 

Next, to draw on hounds to a fent, to a redde 
herring flcinne there is nothing comparable. The 
round or cobbe of it dride and beaten to powlder 
is ipfe ille againft the ftone : and of the whole 
body of it felfe, the fineft Ladies beyond feas 
frame their kickfhawes. 

The rebel Iacke Cade was the firft that deuifed 
to put redde herrings in cades, and from hym they 
haue their name. Nowe as wee call it the fwinging 
of herrings when wee cade them, fo in a halter was 
hee fwung, and trufled vppe as hard and round as 
any cade of herring he trufled vppe in his tyme, 
and perhappes of his being fo fwung and trufled 
vp, hauyng firft found out the tricke to cade 
herring, they woulde fo much honour him in his 
death, as not onely to call it fwinging, but cading 
of herring alfo. If the text will beare this, we wil 
force it to beare more, but it fhall be but the 
weight of a ftrawe, or the weight of Iacke Straw 
more : who with the fame Graca fide I marked 
vnto /you the former, was the firft that putte the 
redde herring in ftraw, ouer head and eares like 
beggars, & the Fifhermen vpon that Iacke ftrawd 
him euer after: & fome, for he was fo begarly a 
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knaue that chalenged to be a gentleman, and had no 
witte nor wealth but what hee got by the warme 
wrapping vp of herring, raifed this Prouerbe of 
him, Gentleman Iacke Herring that puttes his 
breeches on his head for want of wearing. Other 
difgraceful prouerbes of the herring there be, as 
Nere a barrell better herring; Neither flejh nor fi/h^ 
nor good red herring, which thofe that haue bitten 
with ill bargaines of either fort, haue dribd forth 
in reuenge, and yet not haue them from Yarmouth : 
many coaft towns befides it, enterprifing to curry, 
fait and pickle vp herrings, but marre them, becaufe 
they want the right feate how to fait and feafon 
them. So I coulde plucke a crowe wyth Poet 
Martiall for calling it put re halec, the fcauld rotten 
herring, but he meant that of the fat neafty Scottifti 
herrings, which will endure no fait, and in one 
moneth (beftow what coft on them you wil) waxe 
ramifti if they be kept, whereas our embarreld 
white herrings, flouriftiing them with the (lately 
brand of Yarmouth vpon them, Jcilicet the three 
halfe Lions and the three halfe fifties with the 
crowne ouer the head, laft in long voyages, better 
than the redde herring, and not onely are famous 
at Roan, Paris, Diepe, Cane (whereof the firft, 
which is Roan, ferueth all the high countries of 
Fraunce with it, and Diepe which is the laft 
faue one, vidtualles all Picardy with it) but 
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heere at home is made account of like a Mar- 
quefle, and receiued at court right folemnly. I 
care not much if I rehearfe to you the maner, 
and that is thus. 

Euery yeare about Lent tide, the fherifes of 
Norwich bake certayne herring pies (foure and 
twenty as I / take it) and fend them as a homage 
to the Lorde of Cafter hard by there, for lands 
that they hold of him ; who prefently vpo the like 
tenure, in bouncing hampers, couered ouer with 
his cloth of armes, fees them conueyed to the 
court in the beft equipage : at court when they 
are arriued, his man rudely enters not at fir ft, but 
knocketh very ciuilly, and then officers come and 
fetch him in with torch light, where hauing dis- 
fraughted and vnloaded his luggage, to fupper he 
fets him downe like a Lord, with his waxe lights 
before him, and hath his mefle of meate allowed 
him with the largeft, & his horfes (quatenus horfes) 
are prouendred as epicurely : after this, fome foure 
marke fee towardes his charges is tendred him, and 
hee iogges home againe merrily. 

A white pickled herring? why it is meate for 
a Prince. Haunce Vanderuecke of Roterdame (as 
a dutch Poft informed me) in bare pickled herring, 
layd out twenty thoufand pound the laft fifhing ; 
hee had loft his drinking belike, and thought to 
ftore himfelfe of medicines enow to recouer it. 
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Noble Caefarean Charlemaine herring, Plinie and 
Gefner were too blame, they fluberd thee ouer fo 
negligently. I do not fee why any man fhud 
enuy thee, fince thou art none of thefe I ur cones or 
epulones, glutos or flefhpots of Egypt (as one that 
writes of the Chriftians captiuity vnder the Turke 
enftileth vs Englifhme) nor liueft thou by the 
vnlyming or euifcerating of others, as moft fifhes 
do, or by any extraordinary filth whatfbeuer, but 
as the Cameleon liueth by the ayre, and the Sala- 
mander by the fire, fo onely by the water arte 
thou nourifhed, and nought elfe, and muft fwim 
as wel dead as aliue. 

Be of good cheere my weary Readers, for I haue 
efpied land, as Diogenes faid to his weary Schollers 
whe he / had read to a wafte leafe. Fifhermen 
I hope wil not finde fault with me for fifhing 
before the nette, or making all fifh that comes 
to the net in this hiftory, fince as the Athenians 
bragged, they were the firft that inuented wraftling: 
and one Erifthonius amongft them, that he was 
the firft that ioyned horfes in collar couples for 
drawing, fo I am the firft that euer fette quill to 
paper in prayfe of any fifh or fifherman. 

Not one of the Poets aforetime could giue you 
or the fea a good word : Ouid fayth, Nimium ne 
credite ponto, the fea is a flippery companion, take 
heede how you truft him: And further, Per iter ii 
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parnas repettt tile locus, it is a place like Hel, good 
for nothing but to punifh periurers; with innumer- 
able inueftiues more againft it throughout in 
euery booke. 

Plautus in his Rudens bringeth in fifhermen 
cowthring and quaking dung wet after a ftorme, 
and complaining their miferable cafe in this forme, 
Captamus cibum e mari y Ji euentus non vemt> neque 
quicquam captum eft pifcium, fal-ft lantiq. domum 
redimus clanculum dormimus inctnatum : All the 
meate that we eate we catch out of the fea, and if 
there wee mifle, wel waflied and falted, wee fneake 
home to bed fupperlefle : and vpon the taile of it 
hee brings in a parafite that flowteth and bowrdeth 
them thus : Heus vos familica gens hominum ut 
viuitis vt peritis f hough, you hunger ftarued gub- 
bins or offallesof men, how thriue you, howe perifh 
you ; and they cringing in their neckes, like rattes 
fmoothered in the holde, poorely replicated, Viuimus 
fame y fpeq. y fttiq., with hunger, and hope, and thirft 
wee content ourfelues. If you would not mis- 
conceit that I ftudioufly intended your defamation, 
you fhoulde haue thicke (hot of thefe. 

Not the lowfie riddle wherewith fifhermen 
conftrayned (fome fay) Homer, fomc fay another 
Philofopher) to droune hymfelfe, becaufe he could 
not expound it, but fhould be drefled and fet 
before you Jupernagulum, with eight fcore more 

n. v. 
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galliarde crofle-poynts, and kickftiwinfhes of 
giddie eare-wig brains, were it not I thought 
you too fretfull and chollericke with feeding 
altogether on fait meates, to haue the fecrets 
of your trade in publique difplayed. Will this 
appeafe you, that you are the predeceflbrs of the 
Apoftles, who were poorer Fifhermen than you, 
that for your feeing wonders in the deepe, you 
may be the fonnes and heires of the Prophet Ionas, 
that you are all Caualiers and Gentlemen fince the 
king of fifties vouchfafed you for his fubiefts, that 
for your felling fmoake you may be courtiers, for 
your keeping of fafting dayes Friar Obferuants, 
and laftly, that looke in what Towne there is the 
figne of the three mariners, the huffe-cappeft drink 
in that houfe you fhal be fure of alwayes. 

No more can I do for you than I haue done, 
were you my god-children euery one : God make 
you his children and keepe you from the Dunkerks 
and then I doubt not but when you are driuen 
into harbour by foule weather, the Kannes (hall 
walke to the health of Najbes Lenten-ftuffe, and 
the praife of the redde Herring, and euen thofe 
that attend vppon the pitch-kettle, will bee druncke 
to my good fortunes, and recommendums. One 
boone you muft not refufe mee in, (if you be boni 
focij and fweete Oliuers) that you let not your 
ruftie fwordes fleepe in their fcabberds but la(h 
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them out in any quarrell as hotely, as if you 
were to cut cables, or hew the main maft ouer 
boord, when you heare mee mangled and torne 
in mennes mouthes about this playing with a 
fhettlecocke, or tofling empty bladders in the 
ayre. 

Alas poore hunger ftarued Mufe, wee fhall 
haue fome / fpawne of a goofe-quill or ouer worne 
pander, quirking and girding, was it fo hard 
driuen that it had nothing to feede vpon but a 
redde herring? another drudge of the pudding 
houfe (all whofe lawfull meanes to liue by through- 
out the whole yeare will fcarce purchafe him a 
redde herring) fayes I might as well haue writte 
of a dogges turde (in his teeth furreuerence). 
But let none of thefe fcumme of the fuburbs, be 
too vineger tarte with mee: for if they bee, He 
take mine oath vppon a redde herring and eate 
it, to prooue that their fathers, their grandfathers, 
and their great grandfathers, or any other of their 
kinne, were fcullions difhwafh, & durty draffe and 
fwil, fet againft a redde herring. The puiflant 
red herring, the golden Hefperides red herring, 
the Meonian red herring, the red herring of red 
Herrings Hal, euery pregnant peculiar of whofe 
refplendent laude and honour, to delineate and 
adumbrate to the ample life, were a woorke that 
would drinke drie fourefcore and eighteene Cafta- 
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lian fountaines of eloquence, confume another 

Athens of facunditie, and abate the haughtieft 

poeticall fury twixt this and the burning Zone 

and the tropike of Cancer. My conceit is caft 

into a fweating ficknefle, with afcending thefe few 

fteps of his renowme ; into what a hote broyling 

faint Laurence feuer would it relapfe then, fhould 

I fpend the whole bagge of my winde in climbing 

vp to the lofty mountaine creaft of his Trophees. 

But no more winde will I fpend on it but 

this. Saint Patrike for Ireland, 

Saint George for England, 

and the red Herring 

for Yarmouth. 

(V) 



Finis./ 
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